J.D.W 2412742 - St. Peters Church Graveyard Report HPFY3007
Gravestone symbology at St. Peters, Lampeter

In this report I will be looking at and analysing some of the symbology upon gravestones in two sections of St. Peters church graveyard in Lampeter, Ceredigion in Wales. The aim of this report is to understand the modes of thinking about death and the afterlife between 1844 and 1923 as can be seen depicted on the twelve chosen stones. I have selected the areas drawn on the two maps for this group of stones and will provide information on the date on the headstone, the material and, of course each different symbol. At the end of the recording part of the report will be an analysis of what each of the selected symbols mean. It is also important to add that the gravestones here selected are those closest to the church of St. Peters and, as such will be the resting places of those with a degree of wealth and high social status within the Lampeter community, so these gravestones probably could only be afforded if the family or, indeed the individual lying in the grave have or had the money to afford it.
                                                                  Maps
Below are two maps drawn at location on the graveyard selection day, so please forgive my artistic skills.
P.1
                                            [image: A piece of paper with a drawing]

  P.2                         
                                           [image: A drawing of a church
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What follows are photographs of each headstone with a brief record of date (year) material (material used i.e. marble, limestone etc) and symbol depicted either in basrelief or inscribed. I will be using the internet for some interpretations and will state these clearly as and when they occur.



                                                  

                                                Gravestone Photographs
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1. 1891
2.  Limestone
3. Cross and Vine

                               
[image: A stone monument with a sign on top

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

1. 1881
2.  White marble
3. Oblisk
[image: A stone monument with a ball on top
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1. 1889
2.  Red balmoral marble 
3. Uncovered Urn
                                                                                                                
                               
[image: A stone cross with a cross carved on it
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1. 1886
2.  Limestone
3.  Lillies and ferns
[image: ]

1. 1891
2.  Limestone
3.  Celtic goddess and cross bas-relief

[image: A stone cross with a red flag on it
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1. 1878
2.  Limestone
3.  IHS cross



[image: A statue of a person in a cemetery
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1. 1873
2.  Granite
3.  Covered Urn

[image: ]

1. 1861
2.  Limestone
3.  Coffadwriaeth am (In memory of)


[image: A tombstone in a cemetery
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1. 1844
2.  Limestone
3.  Coffadwriaeth (In memory)

[image: A stone cross in a cemetery
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1. 1901
2.  Limestone
3.  Celtic cross


[image: A stone tombstone with a hand carved on it
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1. 1896
2.  Limestone
3.  Upwards pointing finger ‘meet there.’


[image: A close-up of a stone grave
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1. 1923
2.  Slate
3.  Cross and wreath





Analysis of symbology on gravestones

1. Cross and Vine – This 1891 limestone grave shows the thought that we are together and united in death can be seen here. ‘The cross represents the Christian faith and hope of the return of Christ and the vine with grapes represent the lord and his followers, the church and unity.’ (Grave symbols and their meanings-brownmemorials.com)
2. The Oblisk – The obelisk on this1881 white marble headstone is one of the favourites in non-conformist graveyards as stated by (Mytum. H p.24 Recording and Analysing Graveyards) however on the same page Mytum states that it would be quite a labour of document researching to ascertain whether or not a gravestone depicting an obelisk, urn or pyramid in an Anglican graveyard would indeed be a non-conformist tombstone, but this is not unheard of. The obelisk is inspired by the 19th century gothic revival and having evidence of an individual’s culture, belief and classical knowledge on display upon the headstone would, at the time be making a statement to all who beheld. The obelisk itself points to Egyptian origins and during the gothic revival Egyptology was the subject everyone was talking about.
3. The uncovered red balmoral marble urn – again from the same book by Mytum on p.36 the urn has its roots in the classical revival. The urn was a representation of the persons wealth and classical knowledge but in this case from a Greek perspective. The material this particular 1889 headstone is made from is Balmoral red marble clearly demonstrating how wealthy the deceased, or the surviving family members were at the time.
4. Lillies and Ferns – The Lilly represents purity, innocence and the restoration of the soul signifying the departed’s liberation from worldly burdens and transformation to a state of spiritual purity. The ferns on the limestone tombstone, dated 1886 represent sincerity and solitude but also unity in solitude as ferns are generally found in remote places in great abundance. 
5. Celtic goddesses and cross – The Celtic women on this 1891 limestone tombstone point to a Celtic Christianity, keeping the true background of the local folk alive but also being focused upon Christ and the church. This also could point to a proud national identity, given that this is in Wales.
6. I.H.S Cross – A 1878 limestone gravestone. The I.H.S are the first three letters of the name Jesus when written in Greek as stated by Mytum (p.36.) The use of this symbology is also from the gothic revival, the lettering used is of a similar nature, being that of a decorative fishtail font. This clearly points to an individual or family that is Christian and classically knowledgeable.
7. The covered urn – On this granite 1873 headstone, the urn is a classical revival symbol as a Greek representation of financial and cultural wealth. When the urn is covered on a headstone it could point to one who is also modest about their cultural boasting as sometimes piano legs were covered as would a lady’s bare ankle. Also, the shroud is known for its use as a blanket to cover the deceased.
8. Coffadwriaeth am (In memory of) – This 1861 gravestone I have chosen for its humble simplicity. A limestone headstone with ‘Coffadwriaeth am’ written very beautifully in Welsh language showing the final resting place of a proud Welsh individual, proud of their national heritage. It is also showing that they stand proud yet humble amidst a graveyard full of show-offs.
9. Coffadwriaeth – This smaller limestone grave from 1844 lies next to the above gravestone and in the same decorative writing in Welsh language showing that the above gravestone will not be alone. 
10.Celtic cross – The cross on this 1901 limestone stone symbolises the conversion of Pagan kings by St. Patrick. The use of this symbol by St. Patrick was as an image that encompassed the local Celtic beliefs with the new Christian belief system. Before use in graveyards the Celtic cross was used as a marker of an important place of spiritual worship or a boundary and when used in this context were known as ‘the Irish high cross’ (taken from cavehillcemetary.com)
11. The upwards pointing finger – The symbolism on this 1896 limestone headstone means that the deceased persons soul has departed in the right direction. Also, the pointing palm holds a ribbon on which is written ‘meet there’ which leaves the warming concept that the departed will meet his friends and family in heaven.
12. The cross and wreath – This last example on a slate tombstone from 1923 shows the eternity and remembrance symbology of the wreath surrounding the cross, meaning the everlasting power of the lord and the Christian faith. On the peak of the tombstone, we have a Fleur De Li which symbolises the holy trinity (purity, light and virtue) This headstone places upmost importance in the belief of the lord and the church. The use of the Fleur-de-Li can also be seen in its holy virtue context on the famous flag of the Boy Scouts.

As can be seen on the maps, the gravestones selected are the ones closest to St. Peters church and as stated at the start of this record, all point to wealthy and well to do local folk important within the local community of Lampeter at the time and perhaps any existing relatives are still regarded in this capacity to this very day. The site of the first six headstones are also upon the site of the original St. Peters church which was rebuilt in 1822 and situated to where it currently is today to coincide with the founding of the Lampeter University. We can, however, see different attitudes towards death and the afterlife depicted upon the individual headstones in St. Peters graveyard in Lampeter and most of the stones I have used in my report hint at the romantic Gothic or Classical revival zeitgeist of those times, when concerned with the afterlife and what the deceased wish for us to think about when we look at their headstones. As a mark of respect, I wish to express my thanks to the people of Lampeter to allow me to walk around taking photographs of different headstones and the drawing of the two maps whilst sat on the south church door steps on a bright and sunny afternoon and I hope in the process I have not offended anyone or been a cause for concern. A last thought on the subject of symbolism in graveyards is in the styles of the modern headstones we see now, being quite simplistic and certainly not as decorated as our gothic or classical revivalist ancestors. Perhaps in these times we are not as concerned with displays of wealth and cultural intelligence but choose to be more down to earth, wishing to be more like everybody else.
Report submitted on Tues 11th March 2025 by James. D. Weyman 10:30am
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