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Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, Prince of Wales
Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, Prince of Wales (d. 1282), was the second son of Gruffud ap Llywelyn and the grandson of Llywelyn ap Iorwerth (Llywelyn the Great), Prince of Gwynedd. He was the last, native Welsh Prince of Wales prior to the establishment of English rule in Wales after the conquest of Edward I of England.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  ‘‘LLYWELYN Ap GRUFFYDD (“Llywelyn the Last,” or Llywelyn II), Prince of Wales (Died 1282) | Dictionary of Welsh Biography’ <https://biography.wales/article/s-LLYW-APG-1200> [accessed 23 October 2024].] 

His father Gruffud ap Llywelyn was born out of wedlock, and his grandfather’s kingdom passed to his uncle Dafydd ap Llywelyn (Dafydd II). When Dafydd II died without heir in 1246, Llywelyn and his older brother Owain made peace with King Henry III of England through the Treaty of Woodstock, giving up lands east of the River Conwy.[footnoteRef:2] For eight years, the shared power until Owain allied with their younger brother Dafydd to dispute Llywelyn’s inheritance. Llywelyn defeated both brothers at Bryn Derwin, Gwynedd in 1255.[footnoteRef:3]  [2:  ‘Treaty of Woodstock’, Oxford Reference, doi:10.1093/oi/authority.20110803124654301.]  [3:  ‘Dafydd Ap Gruffydd’, Oxford Reference, doi:10.1093/oi/authority.20110803095657617.] 

Llywelyn moved to expand his Welsh territory through military conquest and in 1258 received the homage of other Welsh princes and declared himself Prince of Wales. Llywelyn was recognized as the Prince of Wales by King Henry III through the Treaty of Montgomery in 1267, which required Llywelyn to recognize Henry III as his overlord.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  ‘LLYWELYN Ap GRUFFYDD (“Llywelyn the Last,” or Llywelyn II), Prince of Wales (Died 1282) | Dictionary of Welsh Biography’.] 

Llywelyn worked to consolidate his power and control his Welsh subjects but his ruthlessness was met with Welsh hostility. In 1273, he ceased meeting the obligations of the Treaty of Montgomery, challenging the authority of the English Crown and King Edward I. Edward I responded with military action, gaining victories and forcing Llywelyn to concede much of his territory through the Treaty of Aberconwy in 1277. After the treaty, Llywelyn’s territory was confined to Gwynedd west of Conwy.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  ‘LLYWELYN Ap GRUFFYDD (“Llywelyn the Last,” or Llywelyn II), Prince of Wales (Died 1282) | Dictionary of Welsh Biography’.] 

In 1272, military rebellion against England was initiated not by Llywelyn but by his brother Dafydd. Llywelyn supported the rebellion, but was killed in the Builth region in 1282. His death brought native Welsh rule to an end.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  ‘Llywelyn Ap Gruffudd (d. 1282), Prince of Wales’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, doi:10.1093/ref:odnb/16875.] 

The National Library of Wales has many Medieval Welsh manuscripts in its catalogue of archival material. ‘Brut y Tywysogion’ (Peniarth MS 20) is a Welsh translation of a lost Latin work: Cronica Principium Wallie. The original literary work is based on church and monastery annals. The manuscript begins with death of Cadwaladr Fendigaid in 682 and ends with the death of Llywelyn ap Gruffud in 1282.
The Lambeth Palace Library holds all the Church of England arches. ‘St. Alban’s Chronicle’ (MS 6) is an illustrated manuscript (c. late 15th Century) with an image and English text recounting the death of Llywelyn ap Gruffud. 
According to the BBC, many consider John Davies The History of the Welsh to be the definitive book of Welsh history. [footnoteRef:7] The book includes 81 pages on Welsh history from 800-1282 CE. [7:  ‘Historian and BBC Commentator John Davies Dies Aged 76’, BBC News, 16 February 2015, section Wales <https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-wales-31484879> [accessed 24 October 2024].] 

In his journal article, Stephenson compares and analyzes several chronicle and record accounts of the death of Llywelyn ap Gruffydd, to discuss the possible location and circumstances of Llywelyn’s death and the men responsible. 
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