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In this essay there will be themes discussing the process of the Criminal Justice System for both victims and suspects. A vital aspect of a police officer is the knowledge and familiarity with English and Welsh legislation. Common law, statute law, case law, and Acts of Parliament are other names for law. These all have various relationships with one another, yet they are also very different (Wood et al, 2024, p394) The Criminal Justice System's aim is to protect the innocent while prosecuting and punishing the guilty and alongside that assisting the suspects to stop offending (Garside, 2008) When a case is reported and an arrest is necessary, officers caution the suspect, inform them of their rights, and take them to a station. Investigators review key evidence, and the decision to charge depends on the severity of the case. For minor offences, officers make the charging decision in most cases, while serious cases are referred to the CPS. To proceed with prosecution, the case must pass a two-stage test: assessing public interest and the likelihood of conviction. If both criteria are met, the suspect is charged. Summary offences go to Magistrates' Court, while indictable offences are heard in Crown Court. The suspect then gets asked if they plead guilty or not guilty. If they answer guilty, the suspect is sentenced immediately; if the suspect pleads not guilty, the case proceeds to trial. If found guilty, a judge or magistrate determines the sentence (CPS,2022) On the other hand, the victims court journey is different to the suspects. With the Crown Prosecution Service handling the prosecution and the court with setting the sentence, victims of crime may expect assistance from agencies such as the Witness Service. Prior to attending caught the victims should be informed on the special measures if any apply. The victim may be eligible if they are under 18 years of age, if they are a victim of domestic abuse, sexual crime, stalking and human trafficking or if they have a mental or physical disability that affects them giving evidence. Some of the special measures the court may put in place could be adding a screen in front of the victim so the suspect cannot see them in person or in a live link that would be linked to one of the televisions in the court room (COPFS,2024) 
The victim's code is crucial for as it emphasises the rights of victims and lays down the minimal requirements that organisations must provide for victims of crime. The Victims' Code clarifies the rights of victims of crime from criminal justice organisations and customises services to meet every person needs so they receive the appropriate assistance when they need it most. The Victim's Code acknowledges that the phrases "complainant" and "survivor" are frequently used in the criminal justice system to refer to someone who has reported a crime to the authorities. In relation to this Code, a victim is someone who has been harmed whether it be physically, psychologically, or emotionally or who has lost money as a direct result of a criminal offence; or it may include a close relative or someone whose death was directly brought on by a criminal offence. The victim's code has a number of different rights, a person may receive rights under this code if they are a parent or guardian of a victim who is under the age of 18 or a nominated family spokesperson if the victim has a mental or physical impairment or they have been so badly injured because of a criminal offence (GOV.UK,2025)  The victim will have the chance to provide a victim personal statement, their account of the events that had previously occurred and the possibility of receiving compensation from the offender if they are found guilty. After the trial they may also be entitled to support from Victims support or a specific support group depending on their case. For example, if the victim is in a domestic abuse case they may be able to get help from Women's aid (CPS.Gov,2022)
Although the criminal justice system is heavily relied on, there are multiple strengths and weaknesses that come alongside. For example, the defendant's access to legal advice. Spending on criminal legal aid has decreased by more than thirty percent between 2010/11 and 2018/19. There are concerns that suspects may find it difficult to locate a legal representative because of the sustainability of criminal defence employment is allegedly threatened by existing pay rates, which could make it difficult for suspects to locate legal representatives (Commons Library,2020) Another weakness is the backlog of cases in the crown courts. The strengths include fairness, transparency, investigation and prosecution. Transparency is crucial in the criminal justice system as more transparency in the system helps the public understand criminal justice system works and what they do. It also helps members of the public to hold the criminal justice system to account for any decisions that they make. Today there is more information available to the public than ever before. There is information about cases and the outcome of them through social media sites such as South Wales Argus and Wales Online and broadcast channels such as BBC and ITV (Assets Publishing, 2014, p11)
Although the CPS is designed to be neutral and aims to ensure a fair process for both the victims and the suspect some may argue that the process is unfair for victims. Victims support carried out research and surveys regarding if victims and suspects are treated equally in the criminal justice system. One of the main things they found was that victims weren't being updated on their cases and were being “left in the dark”. It also showed that some victims were being updated but insufficiently. Victims should be updated on information that is understandable, comprehensive and accurate (Victim support, p2-10)According to the Ministry of Justice they aim to put policies in place to better identify witnesses who are intimidated or at risk so that they can get the help they need at every step of the criminal justice system (Ministry of Justice, 2014) In the future some elements of the criminal justice system must change. England and Wales' criminal justice system is stuck in a cycle of decline. The judicial system is having trouble keeping up with several different things, and prisons are operating at full capacity even while charge rates have dropped to all-time lows. If the police want to begin restoring public trust and confidence, the charge rate must be improved (Institute global, 2023) The recommendations of the institute global state that for the criminal justice system to improve they must simplify the charging procedure to free up resources for the most complex and serious crimes and utilise technology to develop a full support system for victims, assigning a single case officer as soon as a crime is reported, in order to improve the victim experience. These are just two of the many things they wish to introduce into the criminal justice system in the future (Ministry of Justice, 2014 p15-17) 
Code G is also linked into the criminal justice system as it covers the statutory power of arrest by police officers. It outlines the correct procedures for arresting a person in order that their right to liberty is always considered and that proper justification for the arrest is provided (Wood et al.,2024 p399) An arrest of a suspect is only lawful if it covers two crucial elements, these include that the person has been involved, has attempted to be involved or is suspected in the commission of a criminal offence or there are reasonable grounds for believing that the persons arrest is 'necessary' (Wood et al.,2024 p399) The suspect must be informed that they have been arrested and they must have been told why they have been arrested, their rights and cautioned. When they then arrive at the police station, the custody officer must be informed of these matters (GOV.UK, 2022) Code G helps suspect as the power of arrest is only exercisable if the police constable has reasonable grounds for believing that it is necessary to arrest the person. If any of the criteria does apply, whether to arrest, grant street bail after arrest, for charging by post, issue a penalty notice or take any other action that the officer deems is reasonable (GOV.UK,2022)


[bookmark: _Int_zdu9LqSP]Overall, it is clear as to what happens in the court process for both suspects and victims. It is evident both suspects and victims have different rights that they must been informed of prior to attending court. The criminal justice system has many support systems that help both the victim and the suspect. Some of these include Women's aid, victims support and regular support systems such as counselling, therapy and in more serious situations a mental or psychiatric ward may be offered to the suspect. Although the criminal justice system is on the way to being more successful, they are still a long way from reaching all their goals. For example, according to Webster (2025) the government has made it a priority and planned to add 14,000 prison spaces by 2031 in order to tackle ta major issue of the lack of spaces that are available in prisons.
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