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Primary Sources 
There are few primary sources this week, due to a lack of material 
oinline. We suggest that you take a look at the works of Eliphas Levi 
at http://www.occult-underground.com/levi.html 
Levi has a claim to be the most influential exponent of astrological 
magic in the 19th century, and combined astrology with the tarot, 
kabbalah and magic.. 
 
Blavatsky, Helena P., Isis Unveiled: A Master-Key to the Mysteries of 
Ancient and Modern Science and Theology (New York: J. W. Bouton, 
1877) 
 
Blavatsky, Helena P., The Secret Doctrine: The Synthesis of Science, 
Religion and Philosophy (London: The Theosophical Publishing 
House, 1893) 
 
Curry, Patrick, ‘Alan Leo: From the Stars to the Street’, A Confusion of 
Prophets (London: Collins and Brown, 1992), pp. 122-159 (Available 
on Moodle) 
 
Goodrick-Clark, The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical 
Introduction (Oxford: Oxford Scholarship Online, 2011), Chapters 11 
and 12. 
 
Leo, Alan, Esoteric Astrology (London: L. N. Fowler & Co., 1913), 
Available online: https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.201007 
 
 
 

http://www.occult-underground.com/levi.html


Raphael, A Manual of Astrology (London, Thomas Tegg and Son, 
1828). 

https://archive.org/details/amanualastrolog00smitgoog/page/n10 
A classic work of early 19th century astrology. 
 
Zadkiel, The Grammar of Astrology (London: Cornish, 1849). 
http://www.iapsop.com/ssoc/1840__zadkiel___grammar_of_astrolo
gy____2ed.pdf 
Like ‘Raphael’, a classic work of early 19th century astrology. 
 
 
Secondary Sources 
 
Brats, James D., Reviewed work(s): The Esoteric Origins of the 
American Renaissance by Arthur Versluis, The American Historical 
Review, Vol. 108, No. 3 (Jun., 2003), pp. 833-834. 
JSTOR 
 
Butler, Jon, ‘Magic, Astrology and the Early American Heritage 1600-
1760’, American Historical Review, 1979, Vol 84, pp 317-46. 
JSTOR 
 
Davies, Owen, ‘Healing Charms in Use in England and Wales 1700-
1950’, Folklore, Vol. 107, (1996), pp. 19-32.  
JSTOR 
 
Davies, Owen, ‘Charmers and Charming in England and Wales from 
the Eighteenth to the Twentieth Century’, Folklore, Vol. 109, (1998), 
pp. 41-52. 
JSTOR 
 
Davies, Owen, 'Newspapers and the Popular Belief in Witchcraft and 
Magic in the Modern Period', The Journal of British Studies, Vol. 37, 
no 2 (April 1998), pp. 139-165. 
JSTOR 
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(Also by Davies: Davies, Owen, 'Witchcraft: The Spell That Didn't 
Break', History Today, August 1999, (page numbers not known)) 
 
Eliade, Mircea, Review: Occultism and Freemasonry in Eighteenth-
Century Europe, History of Religions, Vol. 13, No. 1 (Aug., 1973), pp. 
89-91. 
JSTOR 
 
Farnell, Kim, ‘A Brief Biography of Alan Leo’,  
http://www.skyscript.co.uk/Alan_Leo.html 
 
Farnell, Kim, ‘Seven Faces of Raphael’ 
http://www.skyscript.co.uk/raphael.html 
 
Farnell, Kim, ‘That Terrible Iconoclast: A Brief Biography of Sepharial’, 
http://www.skyscript.co.uk/sepharial.html  
 
Farnell, Kim, ‘Modern Astrologers: The Lives of Alan and Bessie Leo’, 
The Astrological Journal (The Astrological Association, 2010), 
available online at: 
https://www.astro.com/astrology/aa_article190301_e.htm 
 
Holden, James Herschel, A History of Horoscopic Astrology, Tempe 
AZ: American Federation of Astrologers, 1996, pp. 198-194. 
GOOGLE BOOKS 
 
Harrison, Mark, ‘From Medical Astrology to Medical Astronomy: Sol-
Lunar and Planetary Theories of Disease in British Medicine, c. 1700-
1850’, The British Journal for the History of Science, Vol. 33, No. 1 
(Mar., 2000), pp. 25-48 
JSTOR 
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Jacob, Margaret C., ‘Newtonianism and the Origins of the 
Enlightenment: A Reassessment’, Eighteenth-Century Studies, Vol. 
11, No. 1 (Autumn 1977), pp. 1-25 
JSTOR 
 
Leo, Bessie and Others, The Life and Work of Alan Leo: Theosophist – 
Astrologer – Mason (London: L. N. Fowler & Co., 1919) available 
online at: 
http://www.forgottenbooks.com/download_pdf/The_Life_and_Wor
k_of_Alan_Leo_Theosophist_1000005678.pdf 
 
Owen, Alex, '”Borderland Forms”': Arthur Conan Doyle, Albion's 
Daughters, and the Politics of the Cottingley Fairies, History 
Workshop, No. 38 (1994), pp. 48-85. 
JSTOR 
 
Pang, Alex Soojung-Kim, ‘The Social Event of the Season: Solar Eclipse 
Expeditions and Victorian Culture’, Isis, Vol. 84, No. 2 (Jun., 1993), 
pp. 252-277. 
JSTOR 
 
Portolano, Marlana, ‘John Quincy Adams's Rhetorical Crusade for 
Astronomy’, Isis, Vol. 91, No. 3 (Sep., 2000), pp. 480-503. 
JSTOR 
 
Tingay, Kevin, ‘Madame Blavatsky’s Children: Theosophy and Its 
Heirs’, in Bowman, Marion and Sutcliffe, Steven, Beyond New Age: 
Exploring Alternative Spirituality, Edinburgh: Edinburgh University 
Press 2000, pp. 37-50. 
PDF on Moodle 
 
Optional Reading Print 
 
 



Curry, Patrick, A Confusion of Prophets: Victorian and Edwardian 
Astrology, (London: Collins & Brown, 1992).  
 
Davies, Owen, Witchcraft, Magic and Culture 1736-1951, 
Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1999. 
See reviews on JSTOR 
 
Ellenberger, Henri, The Discovery of the Unconscious (London: 
Penguin 1970)  
 
Farnell, Kim, The Astral Tramp: A Biography of Sepharial 
(Nottingham: Ascella, 1998). 
 
Faivre, Antoine and Needleman, Jacob, Modern Esoteric Spirituality, 
London: SCM Press,1992. 
See Reviews on JSTOR 
 
Gansten, Martin, ‘Placidean Teachings in Early Nineteenth-Century 
Britain: John Worsdale and Thomas Oxley’, in Nicholas Campion and 
Liz Greene (eds), Astrologies: Plurality and Diversity, Lampeter: 
Sophia Centre Press, 2010, pp. 109-124. 
 
Gibbons, G.J. Spirituality and the Occult from the Renaissance to the 
Modern Age, London: Routledge 2001. 
 
Godwin, Joscelyn, The Theosophical Enlightenment, New York: State 
University of New York Press, 1994. 
 
Howe, Ellic, Urania’s Children (London: William Kimber, 1967), 
chapters 1-6. 
 
Jacob, Margaret C., The Radical Enlightenment: Pantheists, 
Freemasons and Republicans, London: George Allen and Unwin, 
1981. 



Katz, David, The Occult Tradition from the Renaissance to the Present 
Day, London: Jonathan Cape, 2005 
 
Perkins, Maureen, The Reform of Time: Magic and Modernity, 
London: Pluto Press, 2001. 
 
Versluis, Arthur, Wisdom's Children: A Christian Esoteric Tradition, 
New York: State University of New York Press 1999. 
 


