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History is steeped in political fractures. Perhaps none so more worldly known as that of the time that Americas declared independence from British rule in the eighteenth century.  After a long and somewhat turbulent period of unrest between the colonists and their British loyalists and governing bodies, riots would soon insude. Fundamentally this would be due to the matters of increasing taxes and what the Americans would later describe as an uncomfortable British militia presence.  A Skirmish between British troops  and that of colonial militia in Lexington and Concord in 1775 would cement the beginning of a war that that would last eight years.  Although it had started as a civil war with America it would later progress to an international affair with the presence of the French in 1778 (American-revolution-history).   The years that followed would be arduous and costly for both the British empire and the colonists of America.  British rule over the patriots of America would officially be denounced by the signing of The Treaty of Paris in 1783 and a democracy would be born.  I will be examining the painting of ‘The Declaration of Independence’  by the late and established painter John Trumbull as my primary source as I believe artistry has the ability to transcend time itself.  In this instance it proves as a snapshot into the past where all men were transfixed on representing themselves as being equal.  Yet they were not actually changing there mannerisms towards different ethic races especially in politics.  
John Trumbull was born on June 6th 1756 in Lebanon, Connecticut to parents Jonathan Trumbull and Faith Robinson. He was to study at Harvard University and later marry Sarah Hope Harvey with which they fathered Jonathon Trumbull, Jr.  John was seventeen when he joined the Connecticut First Regiment in the early months of the revolution. It was here that he was said to of witnessed many prolific battles.  Bunkershill being one of them and had acquired a feel for the ambiance of battle which he would later adapt in his art.  It was in these battles that a young John would befriend general Washington who he would later sketch and have a greater understanding of his likeness. Commander George Washington who would later become one of Americas Presidents, but until that point would play a pivotal role in the war effort and as such was not present to sign the Declaration in 1776  and as such  he is not depicted in this piece.  However, he is still regarded as one of ‘The Founding Fathers’ with the likes of Thomas Jefferson John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, John Jay and James Madison.   Once his term was complete he returned to fortifying his career as an artist and forged his success in creating miniature portraits.  This he did with great skill and notability.  At this point in time Neoclassicism was the desired style of artistry as it captured what they would call the ‘enlightenment period’.  This would mirror the standards of that of the Greek and Romans.   Later in Johns life he would be commissioned to create 6 historical paintings of relevance and be noted as ‘The    Painter of The Revolution’(American Heritage).  One of these commissions would be that of a full size 3.5 x7.5metre copy of his original artwork of the ‘Declaration of Independence’ in 1817.  This was then sold in 1819 and then hung in United States capital rotunda in 1826.  He was to later die on November tenth 1843 in New York.   
At the head of the war campaign was the commander George Washington who would later become one of Americas Presidents.  In the example of artwork I have selected to study as my primary source he is not depicted as he did not sign the declaration of independence  which took place in the year 1776 due to his pivotal role in the war at the time. However, he is still regarded as one of ‘The Founding Fathers’ with the likes of Thomas Jefferson John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, John Jay and James Madison.                                                                 
The Declaration of independence painting was one of John Trumbull’s more notifiable works with the original being 20-30 inches and commissioned by Thomas Jefferson some 3 decades after the event took place. John and Thomas First became acquainted in London with one another in 1786 and appeared to continue a mutual friendship between social outings and correspondence (Nancy Verell).    It was within this time that John acquired Thomas’s likeness.  Sadly John wouldn’t have such luxury with all the patriots in the painting due to their mortality of a few within the time frame. In this case he would have sought the assistance of siblings which bore resemblance to their fathers.  Such examples are seen of the sons of Stephen Hopkins and Benjamin Harrison V.  The declaration itself was debated and then later formed over the period of several days and as such in reality not all the gentleman present in the painting were present in the same room at the exact appointed hour due to the membership of Congress changing.  In fact only 42 of the 56 gentleman involved in this document are even depicted in this picture.  One such person, a Mr John Dickinson who is depicted here had in fact refused to sign the Declaration. Critics of johns interpretation would later surmise that the artwork shows Thomas Jefferson stepping on the toes of John Adams suggesting a friendly rivalry between the two gentlemen.   In the this depiction of events shows Thomas Jefferson presenting the draft Declaration to the members of Congress.  Along the farthest wall in this picture shows a display of trumpets, drums and regimented colours captured by a British regiment. Notably this is not shown in other versions of this scene but is duplicated on the two dollar bill (Wikipedia)     
Later in 2017 The company Ancestry.com commissioned a restaging of the painting containing 29 of the living descendants in the painting as a publicity campaign titled ‘Declaration Descendants’.  Thomas Jeffersons descendant Shannon Lanier would later describe the piece depicting a more diverse image as it contained black, White, Hispanic and native American.  A better representation of the county to date one might say ( Quijao, Elaine, founding fathers). I would conclude then that the ideals put forward by Congress at the time of revolution are more apparent now due the interracial relationships that have ensued in the descendants of Congress. That these descendants are intact a living canvas of American democracy.
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