Saxetenbach Canyon Disaster - Switzerland

This is a list of various assets that might be useful background information for you in compiling your analysis of the incident.  Please also refer to the reading list on Moodle which links to more academic sources that could be considered useful for developing the academic aspects of your case study. 

Alpin Raft: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jXVeW1Ybnks
The Independent news report (29th July 1999): 
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/swiss-river-disaster-black-wall-of-water-swept-down-the-gorge-crushing-everyone-in-its-path-1109256.html
Newsweek additional details to initial reports including contradiction to operators testament (august 1999);
https://www.newsweek.com/wall-black-water-165758
· Profit to blame for swiss canyon tragedy (6th august 1999 – statements from former employees and warning from fire service!!!; 
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/1999/08/swss-a06.html
· Outside “a storm in the distance- more indepth interviews with locals and employees (November 1999);
https://www.outsideonline.com/1889196/storm-distance

Swissinfo.ch   Safety still a question 20 years after Interlaken canyoning accident (see links at bottom of stories for progression of swiss saftey regulation) (2019)
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/risk-sports_safety-still-a-question-20-years-after-interlaken-canyoning-accident/45105312
Tiffany Johnson ‘Brave enough now’ survivor account with reference to psychological impact- PTSD- (2019)
https://www.sbs.com.au/language/english/i-just-surrendered-how-an-aussie-survived-disaster-and-found-closure-20-years-on

Details about the case from the following source: https://edition.cnn.com/2001/WORLD/europe/12/03/switzerland.trial/index.html

· Prosecutors say the guides failed to get the group out of the brook even when the water level rose and the water turned muddy. The managers are accused of giving the guides insufficient training.
· Canyoning involves jumping, sliding and rappelling down rivers and swimming downstream without a raft.
· Stephan Friedli, president of the Adventure World board, who is among the accused, told the court that the tragedy was "unforeseeable and unavoidable.""I am not conscious of having made a mistake," he said.
· Friedli said he put his trust in General Manager Felix Oehrle to decide when it was safe to run the canyoning trips. The company was aware that the water could rise very quickly after bad weather, he said.
· The company had a defensive safety policy and trips did not take place if the there was a possibility of danger, he said, but the policy was not written down. He said the company got its weather information from newspapers and other media.

General scary canyon behaviour… indicative of a canyonning culture, decades after the incident? 
· Punter slips and falls https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAmkfYxvonQ
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