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    Miners’ Strike 1984-85, Relationship with Police and Welsh Communities

    According to U.K. Parliament (2022), different MPs mentioned how the action the police took during the miners' strike in 1984-85 and clearly can be seen how the confidence in police had eroded. Briefly, the tactics used by snatch squads are just for getting the miners, especially union officials off from picket line to cells with twisted charges like breach of peace, obstructing the police officer, breach of bail and theft as excuses because of rioting is not fitting to arrest and prosecute. Also, these charges could cause them to lose their jobs and pensions, adding their names to blacklists to prevent getting a job again, or even worse ended up in prison. Evidence showed police intention to orchestrate the violence, attemption to misdirect the justice with manufactured statements dictated by senior officers and refusal of investigations of these allegations by entitled authorities. Police infiltration (use of spy-cops) in the strike, embargoed reports until 2066 such as IPCC scoping report and Association of Chief Police Officers files about Orgreave, keep it as secret what had happened during the period. 
    However, Palmer (1984), pointed out donations of around £1.3 million from the Soviet Union. According to Guardian (2014), National Union of Mineworkers has funded five hundred thousand pounds according to soviet news agency and $1.2 million transfer attempt failed according to MI5 report. According to Glamorgan Archives (2025), parts of the minutes South Wales Women's Support Group, 18 Jul 1984 shows plans about stopping coal transfer to steel factories to spread the strike, planning the rally's targeting the nuclear stations.  Also, the archive includes the poster of Militant Miner. According to Security Service MI5 (2025), service itself and government had the concerns about subversion until first half part of the 1980’s. But the service reported, there is not a big impact on the miners' strike 1984-85 which shows to reader government national security concerns could be exaugurated to legalize the police brutality.  
      Stalker (2013), The former Deputy Chief Constable of Greater Manchester explained the situation during the strike as The government under Margaret Thatcher management, decided to band the police forces together under Scotland Yard, mobilized them to needed areas to deal with strikers which had a negative effect on forces losing their independence, and force their chief officers to obey government wishes. And this was the main impact it destroyed the community trust in police. Those actions turned police forces into a military force which risked United Kingdom under becoming police state for example, restricting the liberties such as turning back the strikers back at county borders. 
    According to Museum of Wales (2025), the strikes in Wales described by police support units or strikers, were usually quiet, nonviolent, not real trouble excluding verbal abuse, bit boring. That shows most of the time strikes were peaceful in Wales. Also, Ilet (2023) mentions places like Wales, a highly supported strike area, where there was little or no violence until attempts to go back to work.
    As conclusion, there is certainty that miner’s strike effected the public perception in Wales against the government and police force that we can understand from interviews, but it should be also considered that there is not any direct academic source about impacts of the strike on police and public relationship, but general in U.K. Briggs (1995) after the strikes ended, bitterness was worse than the general strike in 1926 in the big part of the mining communities because of the perception of police and courts were used to oppress against the union.     










References:

[bookmark: _Int_bCsBkzFR]U.K. Parliament (2022) Miners Strike 1984-85: UK-wide Inquiry. Available at: https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-06-29/debates/232B075F-FAC9-4C77-A310-8E601A0A9731/MinersStrike1984-85UK-WideInquiry (Accessed: 3 March 2025).
Stalker, J. (2013) Margaret Thatcher dead: Authoritarian ruler took us to the brink of becoming a police state. Available at: https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/margaret-thatcher-dead-authoritarian-ruler-1821699 (Accessed: 3 March 2025).
Palmer, J. D. (1984) Britain: The miners’ Moscow connection. Available at: https://time.com/archive/6857634/britain-the-miners-moscow-connection/ (Accessed: 5 March 2025).
The Guardian (2014) National archives: Thatcher demanded action to stop Soviets funding miners. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2014/jan/03/national-archives-thatcher-demanded-action (Accessed: 5 March 2025).
Security Service MI5 (2025) The threat of subversion. Available at: https://www.mi5.gov.uk/history/the-cold-war/the-threat-of-subversion (Accessed: 5 March 2025).
Glamorgan Archives (2025) 1984-1985 Miner’s Strike. Available at: https://glamarchives.gov.uk/blood/strike/?cn-reloaded=1 (Accessed: 5 March 2025).
Wales Museum (2025) Pickets, police & politics the miners’ strike 1984-1985. Available at: https://museum.wales/media/58670/PICKETS-POLICE--POLITICS--THE-MINERS-STRIKE-1984-1985.pdf (Accessed: 5 March 2025).
Ilet, R. E. (2023) Wild boys? Violence during the 1984 – 1985 miners’ strike. Available at: https://figshare.le.ac.uk/articles/thesis/Wild_Boys_Violence_During_the_1984_1985_Miners_Strike/24619497/1?file=43260210 (Accessed: 5 March 2025).
Briggs, J. E. (1995) The 1984/5 miners’ strike: The politicising effects. Available at: https://etheses.whiterose.ac.uk/id/eprint/14018/1/297069.pdf (Accessed 5 March 2025).



     Evaluation On Key Priorities in Welsh Police Forces

     According to the South Wales Police and Crime Commissioner (2024), South Wales Police and Crime Plan 2023-2027 mentions, there are six priorities set up by the commissioner: Reducing and preventing crime including anti-social behavior with neighborhood policing whose working within the communities and tackling violence, partnership working with Welsh government, local government, health, fire, education and other sectors to empower the community, focusing on the most vulnerable parts of the community with effort to understand the reasons for taking the positive actions about violence against women and girls, child sexual exploitation and abuses, mental health and disability, creating the most efficient and effective local criminal justice system to be fairest to victims, offenders and partners, keeping the innovation based police force with high performance with responding and early intervention against crime, threats and harm from terrorism, serious organised crime, cyber security, civil emergencies, public order and safety, child sexual abuse and exploitation, violence and abuse against women, sexual violence and racial disparity and last managing the budget to able to deliver best possible and sustainable outcome for the community such as investing in the people, equipment and estates while respecting social values and protecting the environment. 
     According to Gwent Police and Crime Commissioner (2021), in Gwent Police and Crime Plan 2021-2025, priorities set up as follows: Keeping the neighborhood safe, combating against serious crime, supporting victims and protecting the vulnerable people with partnership working, increasing the community confidence in police force and focusing on sustainable policing. Also, focusing hidden or underreported crimes such as domestic abuse, rape, child exploitation, sexual exploitation, modern slavery and human trafficking, ensuring the complaints are investigated properly by Gwent police’s professional standards department, and reducing environmental impact, investing new technologies, employing right amount of police officers and staff, assuring the wellbeing of the officers. 
     According to North Wales Police and Crime Commissioner (2025), in North Wales Police and Crime Plan 2025-2028, priorities set up as: Presence of neighborhood policing to tackle with serious organised crime, rural and wildlife crime (stealing livestock), road safety and anti-social behavior, supporting victims, communities and businesses, focusing on violence against women and girls, business retail crime, responsiveness, cybercrime, hate crime, modern slavery, human trafficking and organised immigration crime, also, fair and effective criminal justice system. 
     According to Dyfed-Powys Police Crime Commissioner (20025), in Dyfed-Powys Police and Crime Plan 2025-2029, priorities set up by the commissioner as supporting the victims and preventing the repeat victimisation, Preventing the communities from harm by focusing on anti-social behavior and vulnerabilities, and supporting an efficient criminal justice system. The Commissioner also gave a vision: Improving the public trust with guiding principles such as partnership working, accountability, sustainability, engagement and being the voice of community and tailored approach.  
[bookmark: _Int_lStwO3Xn]     According to the House of Lords Library (2023), power of police is dependent on public consent which is the core part of Peelian Principals. The authority of the police based on this consent which has given by general public, not individual member of the public, with the trust gained by impartiality, applying the law fairly and proportional force usage and transparency. So, in the Gwent Police force, prioritising community confidence and investigating the complaints against themselves points this crucial part of policing has taken seriously. Inquiry and some of reviews about police forces in U.K., prove there are issues effecting the public trust on policing and they must be fixed.
     According to the College of Policing (2024), neighborhood policing has a significant role in building relationships between police and public which improves public trust and confidence.  Visible patrol, engaging with the communities, listening to the local problems and encouraging the public to be a part of the solution proves the importance of community policing to prevent crime. All the police forces in Wales show their intention about community policing tackling crime in a wide range from anti-social behaviour to serious organised crime. 
     According to Clark (2003) victim-based approaching is the obligatory duty of the state. This approach helps crime prevention such as repeat victimisation and eliminating crime hotspots. Also, it helps reduce the effect of victimisation on communities as well as individuals because it speeds up the recovery of victims so reducing the cost. This approach is also adopted by the Wales police forces to prevent crime and reduce the effects and costs.
     According to Barton and Valero-Silva (2013), multi-agency partnership working helps prevention of crime and brings cost effective solutions to the community by managing the resources effectively, additionally improves the public confidence. Again, as a common priority in the police and crime plans, this approach helps to reach multiple targets such as prevention of crime, public trust and sustainable police services.
     According to Brown (2025), Vulnerability and Policing Futures Research Centre points out police forces dealing with increasing number of vulnerable people as victim of modern slavery, county lines, online child sexual abuse and domestic abuse. Another common priority for policing in Wales, that is important to understand the reasons for vulnerabilities, would help to reduce and eliminate them, to improve the resilience of the communities.
     According to Police.UK (2025), workforce diversity in Wales police forces is disproportioned against ethnic minorities and females. The biggest difference is with 4% in the South Wales area for ethnic minorities. Female population is higher than the male population in Wales, but all ranks in the whole Wales police forces there is a big difference between female and male employment. That is the negative part, none of the priorities include this subject.
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    Is there a need for one police force in Wales?

    According to the Office for National Statistics (2022) the population in Scotland is about 5.4 million and Wales is about 3.1 million. In 2013 Scotland amalgamated 8 police forces as one national central force. According to Statista (2024) the crime rate was 55 per 1000 population in Scotland and 89.7 in England and Wales. The centralized police force of Scotland should be examined with more than ten years' experience since 2013, so that can give some idea about the good sides and bad sides of centralizing because there is not a significant difference between two cultures. According to Loveday (2018), centralizing police forces in Scotland is going to help save £100 million annually. So, the numbers of police officers could keep at same level which is 17,234. And pointed, chief constables were arguing that new model won’t be able to satisfy local demands regional, interests and priorities. Also, attract the attention to the importance of community policing to prevent crime and level of intelligence collected by PCSOs.  
    According to Scottish government (2024) there is 16,356 police officers in Scotland, which is less than the 2013 numbers. According to Police Scotland (2023), the local policing survey shows confidence in local police is 38%, 30% of the people thinks police listens the concerns of local people and 22% of them say police deal with local issues. So, the survey points out to the reader there is low satisfaction with local policing.
    According to Johns and Lister (2019), central government departments power of influence on policing policy making was criticized 1980s and onwards. Also, constitutional arguments raise questions such as governance of police, accountability, influence and control of force and priorities of local communities. Now, there is a mixture of local and central effects on police force by police and crime commissioners on one side, Home Office, HM Treasury and policy making institutions such as college of policing, Office for Police Misconduct etc. are on the other side. Central influence should not be understood as command-and-control power, but mostly coordination and ruling at a distance. Last decades politics about localizing police, but under the budget cuts and influence of central government on priorities of policing and decline of neighborhood policing, can cause raising crime and risk to question democratic legitimacy of commissioners and elected mayors with responsibility without power. 
    According to Berkley (1970), centralized police force could be accepted as a threat to democratic government. However, in large scale institutions it helps standardizing and formalizing the procedures and methods, reducing favouritism and discrimination, enabling job mobility, having better education facilities and teaching staff and increasing specializing opportunities and joining to trade union creates more democratic environment.

    As conclusion, decision should be made very carefully not having the same problems as Scotland. Also, efficiency could attract for reaching the conclusion of centralizing the forces however political influence by British or Welsh Governments should take into the consideration and addition to risks of losing public trust according to rejecting community policing. 
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