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I.    Aims 
The informationization of TEFL course is the product of the vigorous development of the information age. ‘The hundreds of thousands of learners of English tend to have an instrumental motivation for learning the foreign language” (Brufit & broughton1980, p.7). Nowadays, the society comes into an information age, how to introduce information technology into foreign language teaching in China is a problem that we, as foreign language teachers, must pay attention to when designing TEFL course syllabus. In China, English teaching is a typical TEFL environment, which means teaching behaviour mainly happens in the classroom; the English language learners lack real language application context. What's more, due to the continuous compression of College English class hours in recent years, sufficient language input and output, as well as the interaction between them, cannot be implemented. How to make full use of the limited classroom time and space to maximize the teaching effect and promote the practical learning has become one of the internal demands of the development of TEFL course in the new era. It is also a problem that we must carefully consider when designing the syllabus of the TEFL course. Different teachers in different schools can explore and study various situations according to their own teaching needs and their conditions. However, while information technology has a positive impact on English as a foreign language teaching, it will also bring some confusion. This study will invite two TEFL course teachers and their students from Jiangxi Science and Technology Normal University to experiment analyzes the impact of information technology on the following-up learning in the TEFL course according to the result of the experiment and discusses the main implications of information technology on the following-up learning in TEFL course. And to find out in what aspects can be introduced in the integration of information technology and TEFL course during following-up learning period and how to realize it successfully. following questions are set as guidelines to fulfil the aim:
         1. What role does information technology play on following-up learning in the TEFL course?
         2. What problems may exist in the integration of information technology and TEFL course during the following-up learning period?
         3. How to realize the effective combination of information technology and TEFL course during the following-up learning period?

II.    The rationale and main conceptual themes
With the continuous development of modern educational technology, new educational technology and teaching means are emerging. Computer Internet, MOOC, micro class, data platform, new interactive media and other contemporary educational technology and means, represented by information technology, are widely used in education and teaching.
TEFL course is not only a basic language course in Chinese universities but also a quality-oriented education course to broaden knowledge and understand world culture. Therefore, the following-up education design of College English course should fully consider the cultivation of students' authoritarian quality, the teaching of general cultural knowledge and the cultivation of listening and speaking ability. The ever-shrinking classroom hours in the TEFL course is left. It's impossible to achieve this goal. Therefore, with the help of modern information technology, the following-up learning teaching mode of TEFL course emerges at the historic moment. English language education informationization is the inevitable result of the development of the times. The teaching syllabus that integrates information technology and TEFL course closely conforms to the development of the times is also the realization of the traditional classroom teaching structure to the learning-based classroom, teaching the key to structural change. The study on the impact of information technology on the following-up learning in College TEFL course can help us to make a more reasonable teaching plan and set up a syllabus so that the teaching and learning of TEFL course can develop towards independent learning and individualization without the limitation of time and space. The teaching of College English as a foreign language supported by information technology will be more conducive to the practicability, interest and enthusiasm. The analysis of the difficulties faced by information technology on the following-up learning in College TEFL course can also help us to recognize the problems and find suitable solutions, to fully mobilize the enthusiasm of both college English teachers and students with the help of information technology.
Technology in language teaching is not a naïve thing. Technology has existed in language teaching for decades, Computer-based materials for language teaching, often referred to as CALL (Computer Assisted Language Learning), appeared in early 1980. Early CALL activities just help language learners do some simple activities, such as filling in the blanks, matching sentence and doing multiple-choice. However, it helped to CD-ROMs for language teaching published which some we can still found today. In the 1990s, ICT (Information and Communication Technology) appeared, the application of technology in classroom teaching is more and more important. In the next few years, it will become a normal part of English teaching practice. (Gavin Dudeney &Nicky Hockly, 2007)
In 1979, the journal Technology Enhanced Foreign Language Education, published by Shanghai Foreign Studies University, opened the door of multimedia technology in foreign language teaching in China. Since the late 1970s, foreign language teaching researchers have begun to introduce multimedia teaching theories and technologies (including recording, slide show, record, film, television, video, computer, communication satellite and other modern science and technology Apply technology) to the process of foreign language teaching. In 2002, Gaoda mentioned that there are three leaps about the behaviour in modern linguistic in the development of foreign language teaching theory. They are structuralism, transformational generative grammar, and communicative teaching method of cognitive theory. The revolution of information technology will bring the fourth leap to modern foreign language teaching in China. He proposed that the multimedia network-assisted foreign language teaching will develop towards the direction of the network, interaction, intelligence and globalization (Gaoda He, 2002). Eighteen years later, now in 2020, when turning around, we can find the leap he mentioned has already been realized in our TEFL course for a long time.
Never before have human beings relied so much on modern information technology, in their production and social activities. Take the Internet technology as an example; in 1994, China officially connected to the Internet. Since then, the number of Chinese Internet users has multiplied exponentially. In 1995, only 10,000 people went online, reaching 40,000,000 in 2001. According to the 44th CNNIC of China Internet Network Information Center (CNNIC), as of June 2019, the number of Internet users in China was 8,540,000,000 with 259,800,000 new Internet users. Education with an Internet penetration rate of 61.2% has become a considerable undertaking(Baidu Statistics, 2019). In this context, it is particularly urgent to explore the use of modern information technology, especially the vast resources of the Internet to improve the level and efficiency of the TEFL course. Modern information technology has the basic characteristics of digitalization, networking, intelligence and multimedia. The vigorous development of modern information technology has opened a new chapter of TEFL course teaching technology revolution. At present, the software and hardware environment under the condition of new technology can meet the needs of integrating modern information technology into TEFL course teaching process. Whether it is hardware facilities, software development, three-dimensional teaching material construction, the majority of College English teachers who master modern education technology means, etc.  To a large extent, the introduction of teaching requirements is to meet the new needs of society and learners for the TEFL course. Modern information technology is more conducive to the teaching mode focusing on listening and speaking, to the cultivation of students' independent learning ability, to solving the problem of teachers' lack and large class teaching, and to the personalized learning characteristics of students.
            However, more and more colleges and universities are not efficient in the application of network media technology. Although information technology has brought many benefits to foreign language teaching, we also need to pay attention to that information technology itself is not a panacea to solve all problems of TFEL course. A series of factors will restrict its effectiveness and whether information technology can bring benefits to TEFL course depends on the way it is used. Such as configuration, update, management and maintenance of information technology hardware, the development and use of software, as well as the development of personnel. That is to say, all kinds of relevant staff, such as teachers, teaching aids, administrative personnel, management personnel, learners, etc. need appropriate supports and training.  These supports and training will help them cultivate the ability to effectively use information technology to engage in similar activities, skills and concepts, which is also one of the key research directions of this paper. Besides, in some classes of TEFL course, many teachers only use information technology as an accessory of their teaching activities, a way of rest, entertainment or a reward for students. Teachers do not deliberate design for the use of information technology in and out of the classroom or lack of necessary monitoring for students' Extracurricular use. Some teachers still use the old teaching concept and organization in TEFL courses. Their so-called integrates the new information technology is just to transfer the textbook to the screen; students cannot benefit from the ineffective combination of information technology and practical teaching.
             EFL teachers are the main organizers of TEFL course activities. But due to the limitations of traditional EFL teaching methods, although EFL learners are in the same class, different learners would obtain various achievements due to the differences in aptitude, efforts, motivation, and so on. As a result, it is difficult for teachers to teach students following every student's aptitude. However, the application of modern educational information technology can improve this situation. Teachers can upload a variety of teaching content through the network, and learners can choose learning content according to their situation and determine the learning process by themselves during their following-up learning period. Teachers can also understand and master the learning situation of each learner and provide independent guidance. For TEFL course learners, with the help of modern educational information technology, they can play an active role in learning the English language without the limitation of time and space. They can stimulate their curiosity and desire for knowledge and transform the traditional learning model centered on teachers into a variety of learning models focused on students. TEFL course learners not only hope that teachers can use multimedia assisted classroom teaching to enhance the learning effect in the classroom but also hope that they can use modern information technology to practice and learn outside the classroom in the following-up TEFL courses. Finally, they can make up the lack of classroom time and achieve the purpose of active learning.
Jiangxi Province is located in the southeast of China and belongs to East China. By 2019, there are 1.135 million students in Jiangxi general higher education, and about 600,000 college students must take TEFL courses. How to make use of information technology to help these students in their EFL learning is also a problem. By 2020, there are 127 universities in Jiangxi, including public and private ones. I will choose Jiangxi Science and Technology Normal University to carry out my study just because I am one of the ordinary English language teachers of this university. The Foreign Language department of the university, my colleagues, as well as our students, can give me enough support to experiment. And I do hope I can find the existing problems in the integration of information technology and TEFL course during the following-up learning period and find more effective ways to solve these problems, to improve the effect of following-up learning in TEFL course of the University.
 

III.    Collect Evidence 
For the teacher participants in this study, first, I will choose the teachers who are interested in my research as the interviewees. All of them have undertaken the teaching tasks of TEFL courses in Jiangxi Science and Technology Normal University for more than 20 years, 15 years, 10 years, 5 years and new employees respectively. Before the formal interview, I will communicate with the interviewees, make an appointment in advance for the time and place convenient for the interviewees. Pay attention to interview skills, complete the interview in a relaxed and friendly environment, and make interview records. Second, in the process of collecting evidence, I will use the semi-structured interview method. It means that during the process of interviewing, by pre-setting questions, I will communicate with the teacher participants one by one directly, allowing them to answer the questions freely, and they can also use the way of discussion to answer those questions. Finally, I will make interview notes and keep the recorded video of the interview. The interview will be conducted in various kind of form, such as the direct face-to-face interview, WeChat video interview or QQ video interview, skype, and so on. And the pre-setting questions include the following:
       1. How many years do you teach the TEFL course at the university?
       2. What is the big difference between the traditional teaching method and the   latest Teaching method? 
       3. Do you think the following-up learning is critical for the TEFL course? Whether the answer is yes or no, please tell me the reason.
       4. What kind of information technology do you use in your classroom teaching of the TEFL course?
       5. What type of information technology do you think is suitable for your    classroom teaching?
       6. As for the following-up learning in the TEFL course, what are your requirements for the teaching management Department and teaching auxiliary Department of our University?
       7. As for the following-up learning in the TEFL course, what are your suggestions for students?
       8. What is your opinion about the information technology on following-up learning in a TEFL course?
       9. What kind of support do you think the university technical department can provide for the following-up study of TEFL courses?
      10. As for the following-up learning in the TEFL course, which information technology. Do you think is the most effective one? Why?
     
            For student participants, I will take a questionnaire survey. The participants of the questionnaire are all non-English majors of Jiangxi Normal University of science and technology. The questionnaire will be a combination of closed questionnaire and open-ended questionnaire. There are three forms used in the closed questionnaire: Yes No type, sorting type and category type. The open-ended questionnaire mainly involves the students' suggestions in the follow-up courses of integrating information technology into TEFL. The questionnaire is mainly designed around various situations that students may encounter when using information technology as auxiliary facilities to complete their following-up TEFL courses, including some necessary information of students, such as age, major, grade, etc. The questionnaire consists of 18 closed questions and 2 open questions, which will take participants about 10 minutes to complete. For each student who completes all the questions in the questionnaire, I will design a small red envelope, which can be collected voluntarily or donated to the University's Aid Department for needy students. The questionnaire will be designed in chronological order, content order and category order. First of all, in the process of designing the questionnaire, I will follow the sequence of time, it will begin from the nearest time and adhere to the principle of coherence. Secondly, in terms of content, but the most straightforward questions in first, then the questions that students are interested and adhere to the principle of "from shallow to deep, from easy to difficult". Thirdly, in the category order, the filtering problem is placed before the substantive issue, and the two open issues are placed at the end. Finally, considering that all the student participants in this questionnaire are non-English majors, all the questions in the questionnaire will be presented in both Chinese language and English language, to ensure that all the students involved can correctly understand the questions in the questionnaire without misunderstanding. 


IV.    Setting
This study will take place at the Jiangxi Science and Technology Normal University. All the teacher participants in the study are all TEFL course teachers of the university, they have different working years. Some are older teachers with more than 20 years of working experience; some are new teachers just entering the university. They may have different understandings and interpretations about the impact of information technology in the following-up courses of TEFL. Interviewing these front-line teachers, we can see the differences and find the commonalities, to help me find more suitable ones for more teachers to participate in Information technology for following-up learning in the TEFL courses.
Moreover, all the student participants are non-English majors of Jiangxi Science and Technology Normal University; they come from different majors of different grades with different English language level. It should be noteworthy that for first-year students and sophomores, the following-up TEFL course is their auxiliary course, and they have regular teachers to give them formal courses every week. However, because the course time is short year by year, the classroom TEFL course twice a week cannot meet the requirements of most students for English language learning. Under these circumstances，the following-up TEFL course becomes a supplement Curriculum. However, for Non-English Major Students in junior and senior year, the formal classroom teaching of TEFL course has been ultimately cancelled. The following-up learning in TEFL course is the primary way for them to continue to learn English at this stage. Therefore, the questionnaire of these two different parts of students is of great research significance and research value.

V.    Ethical issues
First of all, my study will be based on honesty, academic integrity and objectivity. Specifically, when dealing with research data, I will be honest, do not hide data, do not cheat, do not fake. In the whole process of my study, I will follow all rules and regulations of Jiangxi Science and Technology Normal University and follow the guidelines of the university. At the same time, in the process of collecting evidence and analyzing data, I will try my best to eliminate biases, make evaluation and analysis according to subjective data, ensure fairness and objectivity of my study.
Secondly, both the interview with the teacher participants and the questionnaire survey with the student participants will be confidential and anonymous.  I will not release any individually identifiable information. All interview videos or audio will be recorded with the permission of participating teachers. The questionnaire survey on student participants will also be based on the voluntary participation of students. All of them are over 18 years old, and I will use both the English language and Chinese language in the questionnaire survey to guarantee that every student participant can understand all the questions. Whether the interviews with the teacher participants or the questionnaires with student participants, I will clarify to all participants that all interviews and questionnaires are only used in this study in the very beginning. 
Last but not least, all teacher participants in the interview and student participants in the   questionnaire can exit at any time and any place as long as they are unwilling to continue the interview or questionnaire. All videos, audio, questionnaire data will be encrypted and saved in my personal computer, and only I can use them.

VI.    Analysis of the evidence
            For the interview data of teacher participants, I will take a qualitative research method to analyze the data. Qualitative research is a ubiquitous method in interviews, which enables us to grasp the deeper motivations and needs of interviewees. Therefore, after collecting evidence, I will get a lot of data or text information that need to do an in-depth analysis. Specifically, I will use atlas.ti, a software that specializes in analyzing interview data, in analyzing my interview data in three stages. In the first stage, I will import all the interview contents into the software. The reason why I use this software is that it can import all my interview notes, audio and video files into the software. This stage is also called the initial stage of material analysis. In this stage, after importing all materials into the software, the first analysis will be carried out. This analysis will be conducted in an open-coding method. The primary purpose is to code the original data and find meaningful words in all materials. That is to say, in this stage, I will set up keywords that are closely related to my study purpose and remove some other materials that are not necessary or have nothing to do with my study. The second stage is called the spindle encoding stage, in which I will familiarize all the codes. For example, through this operation, I can extract and analyze a change in the impact of information technology on the following-up courses of TEFL at different stages when teachers of different working years look at it. Or whether TEFL course teachers of different grades have different views on this issue. The last stage is also called selective encoding stage. Combine all the individual family data into one data line, observe the similarities and difference between the data, and then analyze whether the current teachers in TEFL courses have consistency on this issue. At last, I will present the interview data with graphs and tables in the final research report so that the readers can see and understand the data.
            For the questionnaire data of student participants, I will adopt the method of combining quantitative research and qualitative research to analyze the collecting data. As mentioned earlier, in the questionnaire for student participants, I will design 18 closed questions and 2 open questions. For 18 closed questions, I will take the quantitative research method to analyze the data. It means that in the analysis of closed questions, I will use the software, which name is SPSS, to summarize or divide the answers given by all student participants. Using SPSS to analyze the closed questions of the questionnaire is mainly divided into four processes: defining variables, entering data, analyzing statistics and saving results. There are two main methods of SPSS analysis: one is graphic analysis, which is characterized by simple and intuitive analysis; the other is numerical analysis, which is characterized by strong selectivity and detailed analysis results. Through SPSS analysis, I can get simple and intuitive charts and detailed results, which is conducive to my quantitative research, because the premise of quantitative research is to quantify the questionnaire first, and then use the quantitative data to analyze the problem. As for 2 open questions, I will take the qualitative research method to analyze. There are no alternative answers to open questions, the participants of the questionnaire can answer according to their real ideas without the constraints of the options. Though I can get more information and even unexpected answers from these questions, it is difficult to analyze the data by using SPSS. Therefore, I will use atlas.ti, the software which I used in the analysis of interview data, to encode the answers given by the student participants in the 2 open questions of the questionnaire, and finally convert them into analyzable numerical data. If the answers are concentrated, it is suitable to refine keywords, such as students' personal information questions (major, age). I will try my best to keep the original information as complete as possible so that the subsequent qualitative analysis can be carried out effectively.

VII.    The timetable
The full study is divided into four stages. The first stage is to sort literature, collect relevant literature and theoretical research. The second stage is to interview the teacher participants and conduct a questionnaire for the student participants in the TEFL course in Jiangxi Science and Technology Normal University. The third stage is to analyze the interview data and questionnaire data, and the fourth stage is to form the final study report combining the previous literature research and the data analysis. The specific timetable is as follows:
Weeks 1-5: Collect relevant literature and theoretical research
Weeks 6-10: Interview the teacher participants
Weeks 11-12: Design the questionnaire
Weeks 13-16: Questionnaire and Collection of the student participants
Weeks 17-21: Analyze the interviews
Weeks 22-26: Analyze the questionnaires
Weeks 27-32: Writing a study report
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