Common Law
In this assignment, I'll describe how the common law ideas form the foundation of the English legal system. Via a set of regulations that every member of society must abide by, laws are established by parliament to establish order and justice in society.
What is Common law?
Common law, which contributes to the foundation of the legal system, is a body of laws that are developed by court decisions rather than laws that were previously laid out by parliament.
Common law (N.D) Cambridge Dictionary
Common law is established by judges, courts, and other comparable authorities. That is just one of several sources that make up the unwritten constitution of the UK. It will have been expressed in rulings that resolve particular instances but may also set precedent for other situations in the future.
A third type of law is called common law. It contrasts and stands on an equal footing with laws that are passed via the legislative process and executive branch regulations that are made. 
[bookmark: _Int_YBfAtDjc]The aim of a common law system is to give ‘precedential weight’ to common law, in order for consistent principles to be applied so that similar facts yield similar outcomes. Therefore, judges are bound to make future decisions that ensure consistent treatment, particularly where the two parties in a case disagree on what the law is, following the reasoning used in the prior decision (stare decisis).
Common law should be distinguished from laws, which are produced by Parliament, since statutes can be altered to favour one segment of society over another whereas common law applies to all people equally.
While following the law is required, doing so is voluntary since you can opt out of being controlled, albeit doing so would need careful consideration of the advantages and disadvantages. 
Common law (2021) tutor2u.
Common law is essentially judicial precedent that has been created through time. This is because judges interpret the law flexibly by using the circumstances of the case they are hearing, their common sense, and their knowledge of prior legal decisions. 
Crist, H. (2022)
Priority is given to precedent in common law, but there is also a lot of room for interpretation. A common-law system has the advantage that the law can be changed to accommodate situations that the legislature had not taken into account at the time.
Common-law marriage is one example of common law in use today. If certain circumstances are satisfied, partners who are not legally married are granted privileges comparable to those of people who hold a marriage license.

What is Civil Law?
In order to settle disputes, civil law in the legal system deals with a variety of topics, such as personal matters that people may have. For instance, disagreements involving marriage, private property, and binding contracts. Criminal matters will not be covered. 
Civil law (N.D) Cambridge Dictionary.
If the amount is under £25,000, civil law lawsuits are often handled at the county court; however, bigger cases, such as those costing more than £50,000, typically begin in the high court. Judges often do not sentence violators to prison; instead, they provide the victorious party with a remedy for monetary damages as recompense. The court will set the reward's size based on the circumstances of each case.
Civil (2022) Courts and Tribunals Judiciary.
The person or entity bringing the legal action is known as the claimant, while the person or entity being sued is known as the defendant. Every county court's judge or district judge handles these situations.
Ltd (2019) Civil law and criminal law, Law Teacher.
Civil law is concerned with offences against an individual or another private party, such as a company. Examples include property damage, contract breaches, negligence that results in injury or death, and defamation (including libel and slander).
a catch-all term for all civil law, usually referring to disputes between private parties. Roman law is a body of laws and legal ideas as contrasted to English common law, which forms the basis of the majority of state legal systems.
Vandervort, M. (2022)

Contrast the Two systems
Common law and civil law vary in that common law bases decisions in court on prior judgements and legal precedents whereas civil law relies on codified statutes.
The fact that both systems were created in Europe during the Middle Ages is a commonality between them. Common law, however, resulted through kingship and economic developments. Roman law became the basis of civil law.
Difference between common law and Civil Law (2021).
In contrast to common law, which ties up court precedent, civil law does not. The basic sources of civil law are various forms of statutes and subsidiary legislation, whereas the sources of common law include judicial precedent and case law.
Smith, E. (2023) Difference between civil law and common law.
Common Law Judges make rulings, set legal precedents, and arbitrate conflicts between parties. Public Law The judge's responsibility is to ascertain the facts of the case and to apply the regulations of the applicable code.
Common Law courts operate under an adversarial system of law. Civil law is a system of law that conducts investigations.
Farhana (2016).
Common Law Judges make rulings, set legal precedents, and arbitrate conflicts between parties. Public Law The judge's responsibility is to ascertain the facts of the case and to apply the regulations of the applicable code.
Common Law courts operate under an adversarial system of law. Civil law is a system of law that conducts investigations.
Civil vs common law differences in litigation – Carlson's solicitors (2021) 

Outline the History of common law
From its inception in the Medieval Ages in a single Royal Court situated at Westminster, where the majority of the law was created following the Norman invasion of 1066, common law has been governed by the common law courts of England. Common law started to be established by lawmakers rather than only judges in the 19th century.
Similar to the Germanic nations, the Anglo-Saxons established several laws. While local customs (the customary norm of how things were done at the period in England) ruled the majority of concerns, the Church had a significant role in the government.
At the beginning, common law did not include significant human rights, like other earlier legal systems. It had what are known as procedural remedies. These processes helped shape the contemporary system, where human rights are prioritized over other considerations.
Serious crimes were often treated as public offences rather than private affairs, and convicts were typically sentenced to death and had their possessions confiscated. The penalty has been replaced with a maximum severity of life in prison in the current period since it is an archaic and inhumane punishment that is not employed in England.
They did not have the same access to qualified attorneys and judges as we do now. Instead, they had educated clergy who served in positions like to those of attorneys and judges.
Kiralfy, A.R. (2023).
Comparatively speaking to statute law created by a parliamentary act, common law deals with particular situations (also known as case law). Jurists' selection and annotation of the most important judgements has been crucial in reducing the body of material's inevitable and unmanageable bulk. based on regulations made during the first three centuries following the Norman Invasion in 1066 by the royal courts 
Knight, W.S.M. (2017)

Are there examples of the common Law working in practice
The Harry Tompkins case, which occurred on July 27, 1934, is an illustration of common law. Tompkins was wandering along a narrow path near to the rails of the Erie Railroad. Tompkins was struck by something protruding from one of the railcars and was flung to the ground as a train arrived, his arm being crushed beneath a train wheel. Tompkins decided to file his lawsuit in New York since the train was operated by a company located there. 
According to the then-applicable federal laws, the district court judge in this case employed federal common law rather than Pennsylvania or New York common law. Federal common law adopted a criterion of "ordinary negligence" when considering what amount of care the railroad owes to persons who are not employed by the railroad. Where the event occurred, in Pennsylvania, trespassers are owed a "wanton negligence" duty of care by the railroad, which necessitates proof of a greater level of carelessness. Tompkins received a favorable ruling and a judgement for damages from the judge.
In this case, the railroad appealed to both the appellate court and the US Supreme Court. After deliberating, the Supreme Court determined that when assessing state law arguments in diversity, the federal district court must apply state common law rather than federal common law.
The Supreme Court was trying to address the issue of "forum shopping," in which plaintiffs in litigation involving many jurisdictions select the state or area whose laws will give them the most benefit. This made this topic extremely important. By creating a rule that federal common law should only be used in situations involving exclusively federal problems and not in cases involving diversity, the Court overturned the federal civil procedure with this decision.
Champlin, K. (2019)
Conclusion
The laws that explain how we as a community should conduct in order to create order and minimise criminal behavior are the foundation of the English legal system, which is founded on a long history of common and civil law principles that assist the court in making informed choices during a trial. Both common law and civil law, in my opinion, are beneficial and necessary for the court to provide fair and uniform trial procedures and outcomes.
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