 
Norman Assessment 1: Portfolio piece part 1: Domesday survey
 

The Domesday survey was conducted  in 1086 under William the Conqueror, it listed all property within England, and was used as a means of collecting national land tax from royal lands. Dating from the era, historiography for the Domesday Survey has expanded greatly with primary sources becoming more readily available, allowing detail and understanding of Norman rule to grow. Debt collectors were intended to follow the Domesday survey, analysing the value of the land within William's realm, listing valuables, and how to handle tax collection. Now readily available  to the public, historians would see the legal system evolving, adapting from the Norman system into a more modern form and how well individuals lived during Norman rule. 
The instructions open with a justification of investigating lands of barons from the oaths of other royal subjects, allowing royal intervention. “the oath of the sheriff of the shire, and of all the barons and their Frenchmen, and the whole hundred, the priests, reeves, and six villagers of each manor; then, what the manor is called[footnoteRef:1].” Listing all these figures would establish that everyone will be surveyed by the Domesday survey, being a means of expanding the king’s awareness of a baron’s value and profitability. A subtext of which implies that the barons should expect to be investigated, for royalty allows the continuation of their land ownership or take it away if they don’t comply. [1:  Extracts from the Domesday Survey: Instructions for collection of the Domesday returns 
] 

The instructions point out what was needed in the investigation of the lands held by barons during the reign of Edward the Confessor, through the listing of multiple aspects. “how many hides, how many plowlands in demesne, how many belonging to the men, how many villagers, how many cottagers, how many slaves, how many free-men, how many socmen, how much woods, how much meadow, how many pastures, how many mills, how many fish-ponds, how much has been added or taken away, how much it was worth all together at that time, and how much now, how much each free man or socman had or has. “ All of these aspects were seen as valuables that would be beneficial to the crown’s wealth. William wished to know everything the realm offered him and it’s state, acquisition of returns could be used in various ways to shape Britain in a Norman vision. Instructions are clear to see, having a flow of information, a rhyme of sorts drumming into the head of workers what to look out for when investigating the value of a baron.
William is portrayed to be justified in his desire for taxation returns as he is the successor to Edward the Confessor who originally gave a baron his manor.  “All this threefold, that is to say in the time of King Edward [the Confessor, 1003?-1066], and when King William [the Conqueror--or the Bastard, c.1028-1087] gave it, and as it is now; and whether more can be had than is had.” Phrasing of William's desire is important “whether more can be had than is had”, aiming to reap what belongs to him as ruler, being justified using the Domesday survey to list all property that could earn the Norman further economic surplus. William being successor to Edward the Confessor deems all of the Domesday survey as a justified means of legality, for funding his wishes.
The ability  to analyse an item and be aware of its individual value was an important trait for collecting returns.“Fredrebruge Hundred and half Glorestorp. Godwin, a freeman, held it. Two plowlands of land in the time of King Edward. Then and afterwards 8 villagers; now 3. Then and afterwards 3 cottagers; now 5. At all times 3 slaves, and 30 acres of meadow. At all times 2 plowlands in demesne. Then half a plowland of the men, and now. Woods for 8 swine, and 2 mills. Here are located 13 socmen, of 40 acres of land. When it was received there were 2 riding horses, now 1. At all times 8 swine, then 20 sheep, and it is worth 60 shillings.” Analysing a client’s possessions and deciphering it’s worth is intriguing, being very similar to modern methods, the Normans had a well educated system shaping future generations. Through the listing of all these features, it is clear the instructions have an informative tone; stating the value of items that are deemed interesting, while also indicating quality of life which adds to the total value of a land that William can use to his own wishes. 

Listing all sorts of property, the Domesday survey offers historians a look into the social structure of Norman Britain, quality of living, how business was conducted among other aspects. “There is situated there, in addition, one demesne farm, as the manor of Heuseda. In the time of King Edward, 1 plowland of land; then and afterwards 7 villagers, now 5. At all times 12 cottagers, and 3 slaves, and 40 acres of meadow; 1 mill. Woods for 16 swine and 1 salt pond and a half. Then 1 riding horse, and now 14 swine, 30 sheep, and 50 goats. In this demesne farm are located 3 socmen, of 10 acres of land, and it is worth 30 shillings. The two manors have 2 leagues in length and 4 furlongs in breadth. Whosoever is tenant there, returns 12 pence of the twenty shillings of geld.” Workers and slaves are specifically mentioned being a key feature of a land regardless of its location between Wales and England, marking them is similar to modern employees, establishing the wealth of a baron. The greater employment of a land equals further tax William could collect, earning wealth left in the wake of his predecessor. Furthermore the amount of workers and resources indicate that the quality of life on the baron’s ground is good, giving historians as well as William, awareness of the state of people’s livelihoods under his rule, possibly thriving. 

The Domesday survey is important for Norman historiography, allowing understanding of land ownership and society prior to and during Norman rule. “It provides an overview of a fairly long and eventful period starting before 1066. From the post conquest perspective, it shows the redistributions of land associated with the Fenland and northern revolts of 1061-7 and the revolt of the earls in 1075, and the beginnings of settlement with several cases of inheritance from one settler to another.[footnoteRef:2]” Rohan presents the Domesday survey as a bridge between Anglo Saxon and Norman rule, with cases of inheritance growing, becoming a normality of possession in legal systems. Historians would see the impact of the Normans on the legal system advancement, quality improving under their rule, with the Domesday survey archiving the lands that came under this change. Furthermore the Domesday survey itself presents Norman society having similar characteristics to modern society, acting in a more civilized manner, with a government more aware of its surroundings and potentials. To conclude, this portion from the Domesday survey would suffice as a means to understand Norman governance and society, setting standards for modern policy through listing and valuing land and possessions, that also present the quality of life thus being a civilized people.  [2:  Katharine Keats-Rohan Domesday People: A prosopography of persons occuring in English documents 1066 - 1166 Prosopography of Persons Occurring in English Documents 1066-1166 I: Domesday Book, published by Boydell Press (21 January 1999) ] 
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