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Essay on the Factors which can put individuals at risk of being excluded in an educational setting

Education in the UK has changed dramatically over the centuries. In the past, teaching was carried out by religious sectors generally taught only the children whose parents were rich enough to afford the fees. They taught them how to become leaders and businessmen, so that they could take over their family businesses. Eventually, the Roman Catholic Church took over the teaching of the children of nobles.  In Saxon times a few religious institutions set up schools for those children not of noble birth, but it was mainly a matter of choice who attended them and because low income parents, relied of the extra wages that children brought in, it was rarely used. It was not until 1880 when parliament brought forth the Elementary Education Act that it became compulsory for children aged between 5 to 10 to attend school, and then gradually the age children were allowed to leave school was raised until it reached 18 in 2015. Moorhouse (2019)
 It is clear to see by looking at the past that many children were excluded from school because of their status in life (social Exclusion). The definition of Exclusion itself according to The Cambridge English Dictionary states that the meaning of the word exclusion is ‘The act of not allowing someone or something to take part in an activity or to enter a place’ And the term Social Exclusion was first used by the socialist party in France in the 1970’s “Exclusion sociale meaning the rupture of social bonds,” this term was used to describe the condition of  social groups that were on the edge of society or had social problems such as drug addicts, people who were  homeless or delinquents these groups were seen to be Excluded from the benefits of the French welfare state”  Daly,(unknown date p 3) and Pierson (2002 p4 )
[bookmark: _Hlk50200269]Educational Exclusion and potential Social exclusion of some students is of central concern in education policy in the UK today.  According to Pierson (2010 p2) the concept of social exclusion has been central to the UK government social policy for over 10 years and will continue to be central simply because of the inequality and disadvantages that still shape our society today. By tackling UK government tackling social exclusion, it sets an agenda for all of the major public services such as Health, education, social services, neighbourhood regeneration, housing and police. The most important characteristic of social exclusion is that problems are connected and mutually reinforcing, and can combine to create a complex and fast-moving vicious cycle
  Factors such as disabilities, poverty, ethnicity, housing, unemployment, race, religion, mental health issues, attachment issues and child protection Can put groups and individuals at risk of being excluded in an educational setting. It is critical that we understand that social exclusion is a complex thing and has a multi-dimensional process, it involves rights, the lack and denial of resources, the inability to participate in normal activities or relationships and the refusal of goods and services that are available to the majority of society , this can be through economic, cultural, political or social platforms. It affects individual’s quality of life and societies cohesion and equity as a whole. Levitas, (2007, p9).
During the course of this essay one will go into detail about what policies, theories and philosophies as well as the frameworks that schools use to try to tackle social exclusion. Experience will be drawn from the school one works in which one will be referred to as School ‘A'. It is a primary school and one works within the S.T.F unit inside of this. 
The school is in a socially and economically disadvantaged area with around half of its pupils claiming free school meals as well as requiring additional learning needs support. (School, A, website)


When looking at the factors that affect groups and individuals at risk of social exclusion in education Disabilities is one of the biggest issues and they are affected in many ways and are often at high risk of being excluded issues such as discrimination, lack of specialised equipment, funding, lack of in depth information about conditions,  getting placements in schools that are suitable for their needs, the lack of schools specialised in disability, adjustment to buildings so that they can access these facilities , specialised teaching assistants, medical issues, medical equipment and training for staff  and even these child’s health itself are all factors that can prevent access to education for these children. they can also be excluded from social groups due to not being able to communicate with others and jobs can be hard to find due to abilities and access. Youdell (2006P13-29)
 Hirsch (2007 p3) states that 
“Children who come from a deprived background by the age of three statistically are up to one year behind children from more privileged backgrounds”

Any child growing up with a feeling of not belonging in society as well as a sense that their prospects are desolate with little power over their destiny are at a great risk of exclusion. 
There are many theories that could explain the process of social exclusion, one of the most well know is Maslow’s 1943 theory of Hierarchy he believed that there were five stages of human needs that motivate human behaviour. unless a child’s physiological needs are being met they will struggle to achieve any of the rest of the stages, so unless a child has its most basic human needs met their ability to connect with others and succeed in society is inhibited, children perform and behave better if they are fed, warm and feel safe. Spenceley and Thompson (2020 p52) 

Theorist Pierre Bourdieu (1977) argued that every society has one group which is able to impose its definition of reality on the rest (the rich) thereby symbolically attacking against those whose culture does not fit into the dominant form (anyone else) this is how societies repeat patterns of inequality between social classes. Those that hold power are in this group money and power are passed down generation to generation and so the amount of cultural capital an individual holds determines the success rate in the education system the more money you have the better education you can get and the greater the power you can hold over others in lower social groups, with the lowest class children destined to remain at the bottom of the system with little chance of improving themselves.  Boronski and Hassan (2015 p54)
 Theorist Levitus (2005) theory’s describes social inclusion as being embedded in three different discourses RED, MUD and SID.  
RED, a redistributionist discourse, focuses on those living in poverty and the social forces that make this happen.  only through the redistribution of wealth across society as a whole through taking from the rich and giving to the poor will poverty and inequality be eradicated.
The Mud theory a moral underclass discourse concentrated on individual misdeeds and a decline in attitudes and morals which spills out onto neighbourhoods or social groups. poor neighbourhoods experience a rise in crime or a lack of work ethic there is a feeling of an underclass who are detached from society and blame is dished out to the excluded. By giving people a label, they are able to access government grants but this then stigmatises them to others and they can be excluded because of this.

The Sid theory focuses on how social exclusion from work within the labour market can cause a failure of social integration within society. Levitas, (2005 p7)

[bookmark: _Hlk50286999]Schools are using many approaches in order to be more inclusive and these programmes are important in order to prevent social exclusion in Wales Flying Start is the Welsh Governments targeted Early Years programme for families with children under 4 years of age in some of the most deprived areas of Wales. The programme is targeted to intensively support services for children aged 0-4 years old as well as their families. With a big focus on promoting language itself, cognitive development, emotional and social skills, physical development of the child and the early identification of any child with additional needs. This is delivered through health support and guidance, groups and speech, parenting support, communication and language support and quality part-time childcare for 2-3-year olds. Flying Start is run by combining and involving several academic disciplines which includes Family Workers, Childcare staff, Family Workers, Health Visitors, Early Years Teacher, Speech & Language Therapist, Health Assistants and a team of dedicated support staff. Welsh gov (2017 p1)
This programme links to the  Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage In education  gov.uk (2014)as well as the united nations conventions on the rights of the child UNCRC (1989) the inclusion policy and the Welsh government’s 2010 education policy and aims to support individuals from poverty backgrounds and to alleviate some of the factors which cause social exclusion. 
The flying start programme is linked to  Dr Vincent Felitti’ 1990 theory of ACES the Aces theory was developed through 14 years’ worth of study into adverse childhood experiences with fellow Dr  Robert  Anda and how these traumas can effect health and mental issues in the future in order to try to reduce these support and guidance is offered to those most in need. The long-term effects of this programme are to hopefully reduce the number of people with poor skills, reduce crime rates, truancy and drug/alcohol abuse. Stevens (2012)
Wales also has the free school meals approach which aims to support children from poor backgrounds this is funded by the personal development grant this grant is also used in many other programmes which aim to tackle the impact of deprivation and disadvantage on educational outcomes. Gov.wales (2015) this is linked to Maslow’s theory that children work better if warm and fed and Levitus theory of Red ,Mud and Sid that by helping them to access education they can get a job, being shown ethics and morals in school we can improve their attendance , engagement and learning and by supporting we can help them feel more included. This is linked to school’s Attendance policy, Inclusion policy, Education policy as well as the Child Protection policy.
Another programme that helps both children from a range of at risk groups is nurture groups these groups are run by teachers and are based on psychosocial intervention of small groups that effectively replace missing or distorted early nurturing experiences for both children and young adults this is linked again to both Maslow, Levitus and Felitti and aims to prevent Aces, shows examples of good behaviour and gives a child the basic needs of love and care that Maslow describes in order to develop.

Within school A, there are many programmes that help to support children with a risk of social exclusion although the school doesn’t actually run the flying start programme, there is  a nursery attached to the school where flying start is run, nurture groups are run to develop social skills ,Lego club is also run which helps with wellbeing groups.  Dcd groups to help those children with dyspraxia develop fine and gross motor skills, programmes such as language for thinking and toe by toe are run in order to help those children who struggle to understand situations and develop English language as well as helping those children with low reading skills  giving them an even keel to the rest of their peers an equaliser to get them in school and engage to learn.
Due to the personal deprivation grant that the school gets from the government programmes such as free school meals for those living in poverty, grants for uniforms and school trips as well as many other things. Although this is very successful many parents earn just over the thresh hold and so cannot apply and struggle. Because of this the school runs a porpoise week which gives all children, especially those with free school meals  a chance  to gain experiences  to help enhance and develop their learning and apply their skills, This works really well and has been a great success for all the children allowing them all to be united and have experiences together.  
 as well as homework clubs and after school clubs/ lunch time clubs such as sewing, football, sign language, and Pokémon club which help children to develop and inspire as well as allowing them to participate in activities that their parents would otherwise struggle to afford. this has proven to be very popular and expands every year. Children are allowed to vote for the different clubs that could be run allowing them to have a voice.
 Another programme is meet the worker events which are used to inspire and develop minds and on a Friday children who have done well in school can be nominated to get a certificate and have the last lesson of the day to enjoy playing with toys of their choice and doing fun activities as a reward and an incentive to try their best.
 The school also runs parent lesson teaching subjects such as maths and sign language as well as IT training and behaviour support which all help to develop parental skills in order to help them help their children develop. 
School A by doing these programmes follows the inclusion policy, rather well its school aims are to be an inclusive school with equal opportunities for all its pupils and has a strong approach to inclusion being a SEN mainstream school it tries to provide education for all children. School A (2020) Its programmes are aimed towards the Dakar Framework (2000) where global leaders agreed that all children have a right to education and programmes must be developed in order to achieve the 6 education goals of 
 “Expanding early childhood care and education, Providing free and compulsory primary education for all, Promote learning and life skills for young people and adults, Increase adult literacy by 50 percent, , Achieve gender parity by 2005, gender equality by 2015 and Improve the quality of education”. (sixdegrees, 2015) 

This goes along with the Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989 and the World Declaration on Education for All, 1990, and also links back to the theories of levitus.
one of the issues that the school has is that it just doesn’t have enough spaces for SEN children and has a list of SEN children vying for a place every term to get into the SEN classes this and also budget cuts prevent the school from taking all SEN children that apply to the school for placement.
When compared to other countries such as china where social exclusion expecially in rural areas has been a major issue School A is doing quite well to promote inclusion.  in 2007 in order to try to improve access to schools for children in rural areas the Chinese government developed the rural boarding school programme as a means of tackling poverty as a root cause of non-attendance wavering miscellaneous fees and providing boarding allowances and free text books for children of poor families. A further initiative in 2006 was introduced in order to protect street children this includes basic provision of food, hygiene and education according to need,  both of these programmes can be linked to Maslow’s Theory of needs one of the biggest issues china has is that although since 1987 the Chinese government has said it has attached a great importance to special needs only 4.6% of an estimated 8 million disabled children are attending a school of any kind and girls are not regarded as a good financial or educational investment by many parents in poor communities and so have a low attendance rate. Although they have a long way to go in order to develop inclusive education, they are trying to address issues that are overwhelmingly present in their society. Wilson (2008)



In conclusion one can clearly see that although social exclusion is being targeted by government not enough money is being passed to schools in order for them to develop to their fullest allowing inclusion for all expecially in poorer countries where greater issues of inequality are. Much more work needs to be done in order to achieve what the Dakar global leaders agreed to seeing as still only half of the worlds countries have ensured that all children go to primary school , 121 million children currently remain out of school due to social exclusion  although progress has been made so much more needs to be done. More money needs to be allocated to education and fighting poverty as well as developing working programmes that allow inclusion for all information and working programmes need to be shared with those countries that are failing in these areas. We need to continue doing research and improve by using theories to better ourselves and educate ourselves in what works and adapt to progress. 
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