HPFY3005 Academic Writing
2021/22 Resit Alternative Assessment – deadline 13 May 2022, 23.59
TASK
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY – 1000 words
Students should compile a 1000-word annotated bibliography which reviews scholarly sources used while researching their HPFY3004 Introduction to the Humanities coursework (or coursework for another of their Level 3 modules).

GUIDANCE
An annotated bibliography is a reference list which also contains evaluative commentary and analysis on the sources contained within it. ‘Annotated’ in this context simply means ‘accompanied by notes.’ Students thus need to supplement the type of bibliography (aka ‘reference list’ or ‘works cited’) which accompanies a piece of written coursework with some commentary on the sources listed in it. 

Structure
The bibliography should contain:
1. A minimum of three appropriately academic sources; i.e. bibliographies should include sources that are of suitably scholarly rather than generic character. 

2. At least two different source types: i.e. bibliographies should blend a mixture of books, journal articles, chapters in edited collections, scholarly websites and suchlike.

Annotations should be analytical and offer an informed opinion on the sources’ strengths/weaknesses. Annotations can be subjective, and comment on how sources informed students’ ideas about their research topic.

Format
To construct an annotated bibliography:

1. Write out the full bibliographic reference for the source using correct referencing rules (either MHRA or Harvard are permissible).

2. Write a short (circa 200-word) annotation on different sources. Each annotation should summarise the main ‘point(s)’ or argument(s) of the source you are discussing, and provide critical reflections on the source. Think about the source’s strengths and weaknesses, and how it relates to broader scholarly l debates. Note: at this stage in their academic career, students are unlikely to be able to fully ‘master’ their chosen scholarly debate, so some of your conclusions may necessarily be impressionistic and provisional.

3. Organise and format the bibliography using correct referencing rules (either MHRA or Harvard are permissible).

Example
An example of an annotated bibliography entry using MHRA referencing:

Haraway, Donna. ‘Teddy Bear Patriarchy: Taxidermy in the Garden of Eden, New York City, 1908–1936,’ Social Text 11 (1984): 20–64.

This seminal essay sketches ideas that informed Haraway’s Primate Visions (1989) and Cyborg Manifesto (1991). An example of ‘postmodern feminism,’[footnoteRef:1] the essay posits that racial and gender identities – plus the concepts of ‘nature’ and ‘the human’ – are socially- and technologically-constructed. Haraway explores the activities of the American Museum of Natural History in the early 20th century, especially its taxidermist, Carl Akeley. Akeley, Haraway contends, used mounted animal displays to embody the idealised masculinity espoused by US President Theodore Roosevelt (a museum patron). She estimates that “behind every mounted animal lies a profusion of social interactions among people and other animals which can be recomposed to tell a … tale of commerce of power and knowledge in white and male supremacist monopoly capitalism” (p. 21). To verify this thesis, Haraway investigates ideologies surrounding Akeley’s hunting expeditions in West Africa, focusing particularly on his engagements with female companions, the indigenous population and mountain gorillas. Gorillas, she concludes, became the ultimate proxy for Akeley’s mythic vision of Anglo-Saxon, Rooseveltian manhood. Provocative and insightful, Haraway’s ideas have broad application: in my own research, they helped identify racial and patriarchal subtexts which structured taxidermy displays at Liverpool Museum at the turn of the 20th century. [1:  Judith Halberstam, ‘Automating Gender: Postmodern Feminism in the Age of the Intelligent Machine,’ Feminist Studies 17:3 (Autumn 1991): 439–460.] 


