First off, I have to be totally honest with you guys: I’ve never been a big fan on theatre as an entertaining medium. Maybe it is because I haven’t seen a lot of them yet (and those who I have seen never been full budget triple A Broadway productions) or I am biased that there are no themes and stories that would fit my brains overstimulated, oversaturated reward system and my action orientated taste of media. On the other hand, I really enjoy musicals (and have seen a lot of triple A productions) of whose one could say is similar to theatre. But with musicals I have the additional stimulus of music and dance which you normally don’t find in theatre. And that serves me as a perfect link to the theatre play “Loveplay”- which my todays review is about. Because it had both of it: music and some dance. 
I’m not the guy who likes to interpret too much in an entertainment product – don’t get me wrong here, I like a good and deep story, but don’t make study philosophy to get to the bottom of what the message is about. That being out of the way, I’d say the 3rd years performance of the modern play “Loveplay” is about the development of the relationship between woman and men and the emancipation of the female gender throughout the age of 2000 years.
It’s been quite a challenge to find a setting that would fit the different time periods that are shown on stage, but I think we got it right in the end.” - says Jevon McKenna, Set Designer of this production. And I agree, it works. They’ve chosen to construct a stone wall serving as the Backdrop and decorate the stage with appropriate props according to the time period the actual scene is about. 
And as with the stage, the props and the costumes also where on point. I was pleasantly surprised how good each individual time period (six if I remember correctly) were presented. Also, the acting was surprisingly good. Haven’t expected to see such a good performance in a university stage production. 
I had the chance of having a front row seat, so I had a perfect view of the stage and have the actors performing right in front of me since they also used the space between the actual stage and the audiences’ seats to perform. This means that I sometimes had parts of the sets placed just in front of me which led to a feeling of “being in the scene”. Cleverly, the actors used this immersive foundation and pushed it even further by sometimes breaking the 4Th Wall and interacting with the audience.
While I found the whole play partially lengthy and therefor it could have been 30 minutes shorter in my opinion – I liked the audio-visual sequences between the chapters. They had well chosen music and sometimes involved some dancing – which got me back on track. 
The play had some well-meant effects which sadly sometimes haven’t been thought trough completely and therefore ruined the possible “Wow” Effect (Yes I’m looking at you: Animals eyes under the stage).
Altogether I can recommend this play to everybody who is interested in the given theme and modern theatre. But since its Christmas you could also use your precious time and rewatch a Christmas movie instead. “Die Hard” for example. Not closely as deep as “Loveplay” – but with more sets and better special effects.


