Timeline of Egypt

The Predynastic Period c. 4000 – 3000 BC (Dynasty 0) and the Early Dynastic Period c. 3000 – 2520 BC  (Dynasties 1-3) saw the first writings and the development of royal iconography. The earliest known Egyptian writings were found in tomb U-j in Abydos (Shaw and Bard, 2004, p.74). A further important development in early Egypt occurred during the reign of Den in the 1st Dynasty where a staircase was added to the royal tombs, allowing them to be built during their lifetime (Shaw and Bard, 2004, p.68).

Old Kingdom (c. 2520 – 2100 BC) spanned from the 4th Dynasty to the 8th. The pyramids were built in Giza by 6 rulers of the 4th Dynasty (Ross and Steadman, 2017, p.101). The pyramids were used as a display of their immense power in Egypt and their connection to the gods. 

First Intermediate Period lasted during Dynasties 9, 10 and early Dynasty 11 (c. 2100 – 2010 BC) marked a break in the unified ruling of Egypt (Ross and Steadman, 2017, p.103).

The Egyptian intellectual class developed with the enhancement of iconography through literature in the Middle Kingdom (c. 2010 – 1660 BC) in late 11th Dynasty through to the 13th Dynasty (Ross and Steadman, 2017, p.104). 

Second Intermediate Period c. 1680 – 1549 BC (Dynasties 14-17) showed how economic stability depended on Egypt having a ruler, falling into political fragmentation (Ross and Steadman, 2017 pp.106-107).

Religious reforms occurred during the New Kingdom c. 1549 – 1073 BC (Dynasties 18-20) as the pharaohs’ connection to the sun god Amun became closer (Ross and Steadman, 2017 p.109). Another religious change occurred during the period, where the worship of Aten replaces that of Amun under Ahkenaten (Amenhotep IV), only to return to the worship of Amun during the reign of his son Tutankhamen (Ross and Steadman, 2017 pp.110-111).

Third Intermediate Period c. 1073 – 664 BC (Dynasties 21-25) Egypt divided under foreign ruler of Libya, Nubia and Kush (Ross and Steadman, 2017, p.116).

Foreign rule of Egypt continued into the Late Period in Dynasties 26-31 (c. 664 – 332 BC). Egypt came under Persian rule in 525 BC and again in 343 BC before Persia fell to Alexander the Great in 332 BC, later establishing the city of Alexandria (Ross and Steadman, 2017, pp.116-117).

Ptolemaic Dynasty c. 305 – 30 BC (Dynasty 32) saw great prosperity in Egypt until their defeat to Rome after the Battle of Actium in 31 BC and the end of the Ptolemaic Dynasty in 30 BC with the death of Cleopatra VII and her son Ptolemy XV (Ross and Steadman, 2017, p.117). 
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