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Introduction



A virtual learning environment (VLE) is a software application that integrates a variety of resources to allow learners and staff to engage online, as well as material delivery and tracking. In both theory and practice, the virtual learning environment has become a significant component. This paper will discuss the influence of VLEs from the authors' and students' perspectives, as well as the benefits and drawbacks of virtual learning. In addition, the Virtual Learning Environment will be examined among students at the University Trinity St David who are enrolled in "Skills for the Workplace’. This study was conducted using a ten-question survey questionnaire that I created. It is goal was to determine how online lessons affect students' learning styles, compare students' preferences between in-class and online teaching, and determine what advantages and disadvantages exist, such as technical issues or learning improvement. The question is based on the satisfaction of each of the students who anonymously fill out the questionnaire to learn about their preferences and what may be improved.
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The impact of virtual learning environment


During this current pandemic, a virtual learning environment has become a very important tool that allows students to continue their studies remotely from home. This has been very challenging for many people that were not confident with digital skills. For instance, many people had to learn how to use a laptop, how to use different tools such as Microsoft Word, PowerPoint and more specifically Moodle. Staff and students may find it simpler to use ICT in a collaborative setting. Throughout the organisation, software has a uniform appearance and feel. Email, discussion groups, and chat rooms have boosted communication avenues. Common standards are crucial for the easy movement of data and information between institutions and industries. The VLE may be a valuable tool for giving extra support to students who require it outside of conventional school hours. This may be used to augment (or perhaps replace) costly home tutoring. Schools who don't have enough students to sponsor a specific course might provide a VLE that supported students from more than one school and would therefore be able to provide adequate numbers to justify teaching resources. According to Britain and Liber statement Teachers must assess VLEs from an educational standpoint to decide if the new technology can be integrated into their institution's teaching and learning. On this report, the focus will be on the survey questioner covered in class regarding the impact of virtual learning environment particularly towards the students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. Furthermore, how Moodle has improved their learning. The questionnaire that I developed, based on ten questions, state the impact of VLE between male and female attending class, the tools they have used for their learning and how effective it is. Throughout primary and secondary data, that I have collected in class, it is possibly stated how virtual learning environment had a positive impact on the students and how using Moodle has improved their learning and motivation. The survey is created with closed questions to be clearer and simpler so the data could be more effective. The questionnaire developed on Microsoft Form states, based on ten feedbacks, that 80% of the females and 20% of males were happy to attend class using VLE and most of them are using a laptop as a device for their learning journey, only a small percentage is using a smartphone or tablet. Four out of ten students strongly agreed that VLE has improved their learning whilst six agreed to this statement. Empirical data shows that the usage of a Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) influences student success, supports autonomous learning and enhances students’ willingness to study (JISC, 2008). VLE has been there for a long time, but it's impossible to say how long it has been around. From 1970, when the CALL technique became popular, academics in language learning have focused on learning through technology. The fundamental worry has been whether technology can have a positive or negative impact on students' learning processes. It is only natural that the incorporation of computers has had a significant impact on traditional classroom education, where teachers were traditionally seen as the primary conduit of knowledge. The Open University in the United Kingdom has been using computers for learning since the 1970s, but the commercial computer-based VLE ‘Blackboard' was patented in 2000. By 2010, over 3700 educational institutions in more than 60 countries were using Blackboard software (Blackboard, 2011). Moodle, the other most used VLE, was established in 2001. Moodle was created to assist educators in building online courses with a focus on interaction and collaborative material creation and by 2011, it had a user base in 212 countries with 49,365 active sites in over 75 languages (Ofsted, 2009). Furthermore, it is possible to state - throughout the survey that the students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint Davit have responded to me – that despite the 90% was using VLE for their first time they have not found any difficulties to access Moodle. Although the positive impact, the survey further state that 70% of the student sometimes are getting distracted, only 30% declared that they never get distracted while attending class using a virtual learning environment. According to Peter Demian, the quality of a student's experience in the classroom or lecture hall is determined by how well the teaching style matches their specific learning style. Virtual systems have the same challenges, necessitating a diverse set of resources to accommodate various learning styles. In many institutions of higher education, the number of students attending, and the greater effort required to teach and assist staff is becoming fragmented and lacking in unity or cohesiveness and VLEs are viewed as a means of overcoming the issues brought about by national growth. There is nevertheless a risk that students could stop participating in lectures, prefer access to online lecture materials and doing their studies from the comfort of home if the accessible resources are too comprehensive online. As a result, there are three sorts of VLEs: those with too much information (discourage students from attending lectures), those with too little information (rendering the VLE mostly worthless), and those with just enough information to allow students to reinforce their work in lectures while also gaining a deeper grasp of the subject. Whatever how effectively a virtual learning environment is constructed, the way various students use the resource will always be different. Moreover, the survey shows that on a scale from one to five students have rated VEL 4.5 points and they would strongly recommend the use of a Virtual learning environment to other people. As result, all the students throughout the survey, claims that they prefer to attend class using VLE instead of going to class at the university.





Survey Questionnaire




Question 1:  are you?

· Male
· Female

Question 2:  were you happy to study using VLE?

· Yes
· No

Question 3: do you think VLE has improved your learning?

· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree

Question 4: which device do you use for your studies?

· Smartphone
· Laptop
· Tablet

Question 5: do you find any difficulties to get access to Moodles?
· Yes
· No



Question 6:  Do you get distracted during online lesson?
· Often
· Sometime
· Never

Question 7: Is it your first time using VLE?
· Yes
· No

Question 8: How would you rate VLE?
· 1
· 2
· 3
· 4
· 5

Question 9: How likely would you recommend VLE?
· 1
· 2
· 3
· 4
· 5

Question 10: Do you prefer to participate to a class?
· Online
· Face to face



Method



The survey has been developed with the Microsoft forms online tool; questions are constructed to collect data that are given in excel files and to create graphics. This study was done among ten students participating in the course "Skills for the workplace" at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David, where they were able to obtain the survey by email or via the social platform WhatsApp or IMessage via a website link. The questionnaire was structured with ten questions that were designed with several options to respond; students could anonymously respond using a multiple-choice tik-box and five of linear scale where they could score the service based on their preference and experience. The questions focused on students' perceptions of involvement, feelings and feedback regarding the learning method, differences from in-class lessons, and whether the feedback was good or negative. Most of the students questioned, like many universities across the world, had to discontinue in-class lectures owing to the difficult times the world is experiencing; to continue their studies, they had no alternative except to join the VLE. This might be one of the reasons why some students hate or find it difficult to follow the lectures, or even why they lack the necessary equipment (for example, a good internet connection or laptop). Despite those difficulties, all the students were happy to study using a Virtual learning environment. Furthermore, once collected all the data from the students, using Microsoft Excel, has been possible create a table with all the question and later created a charts table with all the percentage of the answers. Throughout those data had been possible to develop this report that explains the impact of the virtual learning environment for the students at University of Wales Trinity Saint David.



Conclusion

This year has been terrible for everyone throughout the world, and universities have had no choice but to convert from in-class to online courses. Not everyone was a supporter, and it may take some time for certain learners to become comfortable with the platform and the new learning method. The goal of this research was to analyse data obtained from ten students at the University of Wales Trinity St David via an online questionnaire in which they were asked to answer a series of focused questions concerning VLE. it is possible to state, from the data collected across students, that overall, they were very happy to study using VLE and they would recommend to other people although the difficulties that might imply, for instance, distractions or lack of tools. The student claims that prefer to attend class using a virtual learning environment rather than face to face. In conclusion, this document states how positively VLE has affected the students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David
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