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ABSTRACT
This report will examine how gravestones are more than a place for remembrance.  They hold information that tells us about the demography of an area and give us evidence of that which we seek.  They can tell us about the history of an area, the culture, and how these communities and graveyards have evolved over time.  They too do not stay still, despite the air of peace and tranquility that surrounds them.  
Within this report an examination of the variations within the Mortality Rate of the Genders will be explored, both within the 19th and 21st centuries.  There will also be an examination of the variation of Social Status within the Genders from both these areas.  This report shall do this by gathering relevant data followed by comparing the evidence.



THE HIDDEN LANGUAGE OF GRAVES

[image: GENUKI: St Lucia, Llanwnnen (Church in Wales), Cardiganshire] https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/wal/cgn/llanwnnen/stlucia


 St Lucia’s Church, Llanwnnen. (Genuki.org)
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The data collected for this report was from a small graveyard at St. Gwynin's Church (also known as St Lucia’s). It is situated in a small Welsh village called Llanwnnen, three miles west of Lampeter, within the county of Ceredigion. Grid Reference 53347283. X (Easting), 253341, Y (Northing) 247283, Latitude 52.104377, Longitude (decimal) -4.1427748, Latitude 52 06’ 16” N (deg, mins, secs), Longitude 004 08’ 34” W. (Grid Reference Finder).
[image: An aerial view of a small town] https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/400402/  
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Figure 1: photo of St. Gwynin’s Church Graveyard by Toby G. Driver RCAHMW (2015).                                     Numerical layout of graves recorded for data purposes.
[bookmark: _Hlk162460086][bookmark: _Hlk161849816]This exploration involves looking at what the iconography on gravestones can tell us about Gender variations and how they have evolved over the centuries. There are two main points of focus included within this graveyard report. The first focus being the variation within the mortality rate of Males and Females during the 19th and 21st century. Following on, is the exploration of variations in Social Standing within the Genders during these same eras.  This report will also observe any gaps in the data and make recommendations for any follow up field work.
In preparation of a site visit to the graveyard at St. Lucia’s, a template was prepared (see figure 2), so that all relevant data could be recorded. Following on from this a search was made for an arial photo of the site.  A printed version of this accompanied the template so that the placement of the graves could also be recorded for future reference. 
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Figure 2: Template for gathering data.
 A visit to the graveyard followed, choosing graves at random whilst a recording of data was conducted, focusing on the relevant information that needed to be collected to create this report.  When gathering this data a random approach was applied. This approach was chosen to ensure that the results were not compromised by personal influence. Beginning at the graveyard's North Westerly point, five 19th-century gravestones were randomly chosen from the earlier section. This was then followed by randomly choosing five 21st-century gravestones from the newer burial area (see numbered markings of graves recorded in Figure 1). Remaining focused on the relevant collection of data, a recording of names, year of death, age at death, Gender, and the order in which the names were inscribed onto the stones was conducted. (See appendix).
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	Photo of 19th Century area (Mair, D, 2024)		     Photo of 21st Century area (Mair, D. 2024)
It must be noted that the iconography on many graves was obscured. Not wanting to interfere with what was found instigated a random movement further into the older section of the churchyard. This was due to the iconography being worn down through centuries of weathering, making the names and dates unclear. There was also a heavy buildup of various floras, such as mosses and lichens, growing over areas of the gravestones in the North-Westerly corner. This area of the graveyard was observed to be very damp, being sheltered from the sun and overshadowed by a large tree.
In observing the small data sample collected, the average Male age at the point of death for the 19th Century was 29.2 years whilst the average Female age at the point of death for the same era was 52.6 years, (see figure 3). This clearly shows a substantial variation of 23.4 years in the mortality rate within Males and Females. 

     Figure 3: Average mortality rate 19th Century

In contrast, the observations made from the same amount of data collected from 21st Century gravestones showed a much smaller variation in the mortality rate within the Genders, (the average Male age being 74.33 years at the point of death and the Female average being 78.5 years at the age of death). The observed variation here is that the average Female has an extended life age of 4.17 years. The Males have exhibited the greatest increase in life expectancy during this period.  An increase of 45.1 years is observed as their average age at death.  The data shows that the Males mortality rate has increased from 29.2 years to 74.33 years over the period of approximately 200 years.  The Females have also exhibited an increase in life expectancy.  An increase of 25.9 years is observed as their average age at death.  The increase shown in the Females mortality rate has grown from 52.6 years to 78.5 years over the same period.


Figure 4: average mortality rate 21st Century

Following on, is the exploration of variations in Social Standing within the Genders during these same eras. From the small amount of 19th century data collected(see Appendix), it was observed that there were a diverse range of family graves. Whilst graves 1 and 5 were of spouses, grave 2 was in memory of a grandmother and her Grandson, graves 3 and 4 were siblings. When looking at the 21st Century data, what was observed was the number of single person graves, in contrast to the family graves of the 19th Century. Graves 6 & 7 were of spouses, 8, 9 and 10 were observed as single person grave. It was further observed that there were numerous single graves within the newer part of the grave. 
In summary, looking at the data suggests that there was a much lower life expectancy during the both the 19th and 21st Century for a Male than the life expectancy for the Female. The data suggests that there was a substantial variation in the 19th Century with a Male average of 29.2 years in contrast to the Female average of 52.6 years. Following on, the data collected form the 21st Century suggests a vastly reduced variation of only 4.17 years between the Males and Females. These observations clearly suggest a longer life expectancy for Females for both the 19th and 21st Century, whilst also showing how the variance has narrowed over time. However, the increase shown for all Genders suggests demographic variations.  These variations may be influenced by employment, diet, disease to name a few.
Following on, is the exploration of any variation within Social Standing, a hierarchy within the Genders during these same eras. In this instance there is an absence of noteworthy evidence that supports a variation in Social Standing whilst the same absence of evidence presents itself to support a lack of variation.  This absence constitutes ambiguous evidence.
Finally, as the variation in Social Standing was less easy to evidence, this report recommends a further visit.  A targeted collection of data could be conducted, focusing on 19th Century gravestones that demonstrate wealth, followed by data collection of poorer graves.  A comparison could then be conducted on this new data.  It must be noted here that it may not be so easily discernible to recognize gravestones that demonstrate wealth or poverty within the 21st Century, therefore a comparison may still become obscure.






Index :
Grave 1: John Davies (M) 1866 (69) & Sarah Davies (F) 1888 (82)
Grave 2: William Williams (M) 1878 (5) & Hannah Williams (F) 1875 (30) - Grandmother and    Grandson
Grave 3:  Martha Davies (F) 1870 (23) & May Davies (F) 1895 (61) - Sisters
Grave 4: Daniel Jones (M) 1853 (20) & Dafydd Jones (M) 1854 (18) - Brothers
Grave 5: David Jones (M) 1835 (34) & Mary Jones (F) 1875 (67)
Grave 6: Thomas Llewellyn (M) 2003 (79) & Rachel Mary Thomas (F) 2015 (89)
Grave 7: Tudor Samuel Davies (M) 2000 & Rachel Morgan (F) 2016 (92)
Grave 8: William Evans (M) 2015 (62)
Grave 9: Elizabeth Florence (F) 2018 (72)
Grave 10: Alison Frances Anne Thomas (F) 2011 (61)

Reference:
Grid Reference Finder. Available at: https://gridreferencefinder.com/?layers=s&z=14&lt=49.766809&lg=-7.5571598#gr=SV0000000000|Point_s_A|0,SN5318947397|Llanwnnen|1,SN5331747300|Point_s_C|1,SN5332047338|Point_s_D|1,SN5331747338|Point_s_E|1,SN5333147341|Point_s_F|1,SN5320247450|SA48_s_7LB|1,SN5334147283|Point_s_H|1 (Accessed: 20 March 2024).



Average mortality rate 19th Century
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Average Mortality Rate 21st Century


Average Male Age	Average Female Age	74.33	78.5	

image2.png




image3.png
! N al | |
fidh s bl kb nle | s
[ [ e T T ]
Wi e I3 8| F ]
B Woqach| \91? 0 P 7 :
S Wl e ; " b WJ\_ ‘
L el [ w7 i i
T ey | g | R Pl e
Dowd s [CES) 0 m
Tt 184 n Rl
Tl Fone| 193¢ || 3w m
Dt s 01
~— e el Ty |19 m
O Il T 203 | B f
T S WG dogy | % il
fogd dwsga | ol | | 92 f
ol S| 2008 by
Qb 20 RO F
o e ‘1 | . darbd
M‘jw’\\w 1““ | \ﬁ\ Y KL LAY
‘\ |





image4.jpg




image5.jpg




image1.jpeg




