The Magistracy

Introduction
This assignment will discuss what is a magistrate and discussing magistrates in the United Kingdom, the main responsibilities of the magistrates, discussing what a thesis, court closures and the characteristics. Then explaining the advantages and disadvantages of magistrates in the exercise of justice while providing evidence finally explaining reform and closing with a conclusion.

What is a magistrate?
In the judicial service there is an array of courts, one of them called the magistrates court, which is a court that magistrates reside in, all cases start in a magistrate’s court which can be moved to either civil or criminal courts depending on the severity of the case or the actions that the magistrates can apply to cases. Every magistrate is a person who volunteers to hear court cases for their local area, since they don’t undergo the training required to be a judge anyone can be a magistrate unless they have a serious criminal record which would disqualify them from being one. In a magistrate’s court they will be three magistrates to hear cases in each court with the addition of the centre magistrate who has been trained to be as a spokesperson and the outer two are they to give the centre magistrate assistance and give advice. Magistrates must be able to show decision-making that is impartial, fair, and open the capacity to comprehend and value various viewpoints, have a sensitive and respectful approach to communication, being self-aware and willing to learn professional interaction and work with individuals that reside in the court room. (courts and tribunals judiciary, 2023)

Magistrates in the United Kingdom.
In the UK there is the three main courts which are crown, youth, and magistrate court but all cases start in magistrates but the magistrates for the case will decide if the case should be moved to a criminal court. Almost all criminal court proceedings begin in a magistrates' court and are concluded there in around 95% of instances. As a magistrate in a criminal court, you will assist in determining the next course of action. Domestic violence, drug offences, driving offences, theft, assaults, criminal damage, and public order violations are all possible.
Magistrates in a criminal court will listen to and assess the evidence presented by the court along with the rest of their bench. If a defendant pleads or is found guilty, the court has the authority to impose fines, community sanctions (such as unpaid labour or addiction therapy), and jail terms of up to 12 months for a single crime. If a defendant has pleaded or been found guilty, Magistrates transfer more serious offences to the Crown Court for sentencing or a full trial with a judge and jury. To make these judgements, magistrates collaborate and are assisted by a legal advisor who ensures they always follow the proper norms and processes. (courts and tribunals judiciary, 2023)

What are their main responsibilities?
Since magistrates reside in the magistrate’s court which is the first court that cases would arrive in, the main responsibilities of a magistrate are to deal with common crimes such as petty theft, vandalism, littering or anything that will result in fines or community service. Magistrates will also send cases that they cannot deal with due to lack of training to criminal or civil courts so the trained judges can apply higher sentences that the magistrates could not do. Other responsibilities that magistrates have are dealing with transmitting different proceedings, such as arrest warrants, summonses, search warrants, subpoenas, and civil obligations. Appearing for hearings in municipal court, creating and dockets. Issuing a variety of proceedings, including medical detention orders, bonds, summonses, and warrants for searches and arrests. Creating both civil and criminal summonses. Informing the accused of their rights, fix bail, and accept pleas. Accepting bonds that have been imposed by judges of the district and supreme courts as well as by magistrates. (ZIPPIA, 2023)

Thesis
Starting with an analysis of recent sociological and criminological studies, this thesis claims. The main claim made in this paper is that although interactionist studies are superior to their positivist counterparts, they nevertheless have structural biases that make them weaker than positivist research. Therefore, observational studies have been able to describe the outcomes of the interaction in the courtroom, but they have not been able to explain why magistrates' justice is characterised by a relative lack of due process. (University of Warwick, 1986)

Court closures
A judge or magistrate can give a court closure notice, which prohibits the enter to people who are not selected for said court case. Once a magistrate or judges notice is approved, they may use closed courts to hear cases that may require the defendant to be give terms if they give help towards the case to receive a lesser sentence. It is important for the court to determine whether a hearing should be closed and/or material should be closed in scenarios that are uncommon but do arise from time to time.  Nothing in this guideline is intended to increase the frequency of closed hearings or material closure applications.  Rather, its objective is to offer clarity on the principles to be followed and factors to be considered in the extremely limited cases in which such procedures may be appropriate. (Judiciary, 2023)

Characteristics
Magistrates are regular individuals with common sense and the ability to make fair judgements who come from a variety of backgrounds. You must be between the ages of 18 and 70 and have no severe criminal convictions in your history. (Magistrates Association, 2023)
All magistrates must have certain characteristics which consist of:
· Good character, this means that a person can be trusted and honest towards other and have a good judge of character.
· Commitment and reliability, having commitment is willing to show up and do the job you have been tasked to standards, reliability is to be able to be counted on to do said job while being dependable.
· Social awareness, the knowledge of what is happening in your local area and know the problems that are existing.
· Sound judgement is when you can identify problems by talking to the people you need to while considering both sides.
· Good communication is essential for guaranteeing the coordination and management of individuals, groups, and departments. Good communication ensures that people understand what is expected of them, that the right person receives the right information, and that there is coordination throughout the company. (Think Ahead, 2012)
· Finally, is maturity, weather you find something is funny or offends you, you still have an appearance to upkeep so you need to keep that level of maturity.

Advantages
one advantage is cost, magistrates are unpaid and completely voluntary, but judges are paid up to £90000 a year, so having unpaid magistrates reduces the cost used on judges. Another advantage is knowledge of local area, magistrates will always stay local when they volunteer so being local provides they with local knowledge of their area. No training required is another advantage since there will be no wait for a magistrate and they become more available.

Disadvantages
Being biased is a disadvantage for magistrates since the cases they deal with might not be fair since they may have biased opinions. Another disadvantage might that the magistrates may judge the case before even stepping into the court room without hearing each side. Magistrates may be swayed by the legal adviser present due to the magistrate having no training.

Reform
Over the last two decades, protracted reform processes in England and Wales have gradually undermined the role of lay magistrates. Current government plans seek to realign and'strengthen' their role by establishing additional magisterial tasks like as monitoring of out-of-court dispositions and increasing engagement in local justice initiatives. While these proposals represent necessary and important areas for reform, they will fail to consolidate the role of magistrates in summary justice unless they are enacted in tandem with other measures aimed at reaffirming the status of lay justices and reversing the trend that has prioritised administrative efficiency over lay justice. (Wiley Library, 2014)
Conclusion 
In conclusion magistrates are a key role that is required to be in the justice system, they give us a view into what a seemingly regular person would sentence another person, they also relive the judges of dealing will petty crimes, fines or other minor crimes without any training when they could be dealing with serious crimes such as murder, manslaughter or theft. 
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