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1. Define the Legal Issue
· Review the facts of the case or scenario – read through the scenario question as there is a lot of information to take in. Break down scenario question into smaller paragraphs so it is easier to understand
· Print out and highlight. Make notes, think about all the different issues within the scenario question
· Determine the relevant legal areas (e.g., contract law, tort law and public law) Look back at notes from public law – about gatherings and numbers. Were the appropriate correct procedures followed? 
· Break the question down into specific, manageable issues (e.g., liability, negligence, etc.).
2. Start Preliminary Research to gain a broader understanding of the legal issues
· Identify key terms, concepts, and relevant legislation.
· Use LexisNexis (once I am able to access it!)to gather general background, google scholar. Use books from library. Speak to the personal injury team at work obviously keeping to client confidentiality.
· Review relevant case summaries, statutes, and regulations.
3. Identify Key Sources
· Look up Case Law: Search for judicial decisions that interpret relevant statutes or principles. What is the key case in personal injury? 
· Statutes and Regulations: Locate the statute or regulation directly applicable to the issue.
· Legal Treatises & Commentaries: Identify expert analyses on the legal issues.
· Secondary Sources: Books, law review articles, legal encyclopaedias, practice guides.
4. Case Law Research
· Search for binding precedents (cases from the same jurisdiction or higher courts).
· Look for similar real life cases as this fictious one – the Boardmasters incident.
· Review majority, concurring, and dissenting opinions to understand different perspectives as different newspaper articles may have a different view on who is at fault etc. 



5. Do more research from other solicitors and/or scholars from articles published
· Objective: Deepen understanding of the legal issues, gather perspectives from practitioners or scholars.
Read law journal articles and legal commentaries to gain insights into how courts or lawmakers have treated similar issues. 
Review the Look at the Law Gazette to look up any similar cases.

6. Check for Updates regularly 
· This is to make sure that the research is current and accurate and not too out of date as regulations have tightened over the years. 
7.  Prepare the Legal Document and reference as go along. Ensure to save all changes. 
· Prepare a clear, structured legal opinion or brief outlining the relevant law, facts, arguments, and conclusions.
· Make sure to reference property – link in with Lisa or library staff for assistance if needed 
· Consider counterarguments and address them to strengthen the position.
8. Review and Finalise for submission to turnitin
· Checks for accuracy, spelling, layout and word count in addition to 40 references.
· Make sure to proofread the document 
· Ensure correct legal reasoning and application of the law
· Confirm citations are correct and consistent with Havard referencing (may need to arrange an appointment with Infoskills 
· Submit a draft to Zita well before deadline in addition to check ins 
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Plan for Research – Timeline 

Important deadlines to note:- 

· Draft Plan for research – due on the 29th November 2024 by 23:59pm 
· 1,000 words of your research and findings – Due 7th  March 2025 by 23:59pm. 
· Final Submission (Whole report) – Due on the 2nd May 2025 by 23:59pm.

	Date
	Action
	Achieved – yes or no

	November 
	Draft plan deadline on 29th November 
	Yes

	December


	Continue to read up on cases and look for similar articles posted online with newspapers. Use the Christmas break to catch up on reading and make notes.
	

	January 

	Condense information in draft format and type up and reference as going along. Speak to Nikita in work as she specialises in PI. How would she go about starting to research this? Aiming to have 500 words by this point. (Think of this as doing a property report which is pages long which I do everyday)
	

	February

	Continue to read and check over work being mindful of the word count. Personally February and March are busy months so need to make sure that I am on track before next deadline. Aiming to have another 500 words by end of month ready for March
	

	March

	Research and findings deadline on 7th March  - 1,000 (this can be easily achieved) Await feedback from Zita. Hopefully no need to re-write but bump up the word count. 
	

	April 

	Should be almost done by this point and up to 4,000 words
Continue to read through work and reference 
	

	May 


	Final deadline on 2nd May
Submit the day before to ensure that there are no issues uploading document to turnitin 
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Council investigating Boardmasters festival crowd surges - BBC News

Woman 'fractures knee' in Boardmasters crowd surge - BBC News

Boardmasters crowd surge leaves festival-goers injured - BBC News

Stampedes, trampling and late headliners: All the chaos that went down at Wireless

Woman, 24, thought 'she was going to die' in We Are FSTVAL crush as she reveals horrific bruises after stampede | The Sun

Organisers apologise after festival-goers are hurt in crush caused by ticketing glitch | London Evening Standard | The Standard
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