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The Great Sphinx of the Giza Plateau has been a topic of contentious debate among Ancient Historians and Egyptologists since as far back as 1817 when the first modern excavation of the Great Sphinx was started by the Italian archaeologist Giovanni Battista Caviglia[footnoteRef:1]. No inscriptions have been found on the Sphinx and the name “sphinx” was given to it by the Ancient Greeks thousands of years later but its real name, who built it and why are still unknown to us. [1:  https://listverse.com/2017/08/27/10-historical-controversies-with-recent-developments/ paragraph 1] 

Mark Lehner, one of the leading experts on the statue, has been researching and excavating the Giza Plateau for over 30 years, including spending 5 years mapping out every inch of the Sphinx with the help of a young Egyptian archaeologist named Zahi Hawass[footnoteRef:2]. His belief and the most common belief is that the statue was built by Khafre, the second-largest pyramid in Giza. This is supported by evidence showing that causeway ruins point to one massive building plan including the sphinx, the pyramid adjacent to it and several temples arranged to link with solar events. Mark Lehner’s discovery, following Edgar Cayce’s early theory saw that refugees from the lost city of Atlantis buried their secrets in a hall of records under the sphinx however, while Lehner had long given up on the fabled library of Atlantis he had found a lost city composing of many parts of the Giza complex including the sphinx that make up a vast sacred machine designed to harness the power of the sun to “sustain the earthly and divine order.”[footnoteRef:3] Despite the hundreds of tombs in Giza, not one of them mention the Sphinx, even though they a full with 4500 year old hieroglyphic inscriptions. James Allen, an Egyptologist at Brown University says that “The Egyptians didn’t write history, so we have no solid evidence for what its builders thought the Sphinx was...Certainly something divine, presumably the image of a king, but beyond that is anyone’s guess.”[footnoteRef:4] The symbolism of the Sphinx is almost entirely unclear with the only hints being inscriptions of the era referring to Ruti, a double lion god that sat at the entrance to the Duat, the Ancient Egyptian underworld, guarding the horizon where the sun rose and set. Despite the rampant disfigurement, weathering and vandalism, there are still clues to what the face of the Sphinx had once looked like, with archaeological excavations in the early 19th century discovering pieces of its carved, stone beard, a royal cobra emblem from its headdress and residue of red pigment still visible on the face leading researches to believe that, at some point, the sphinx’s entire face was painted red. Traces of blue and yellow paint elsewhere suggest to Lehner that “the sphinx was once decked in gaudy comic book colours.”[footnoteRef:5]  [2:  https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/uncovering-secrets-of-the-sphinx-5053442/?no-ist=&page=2 paragraph 4, line 6]  [3:  https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/uncovering-secrets-of-the-sphinx-5053442/?no-ist=&page=2 paragraph 6, line 10]  [4:  https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/uncovering-secrets-of-the-sphinx-5053442/?no-ist=&page=2 paragraph 8, line 5]  [5:  https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/uncovering-secrets-of-the-sphinx-5053442/?no-ist=&page=2 paragraph 9, line 10] 

Other scholars such as the German Egyptologist, Rainer Stadelmann believe that instead of Khafre, the Sphinx represents his father, the original builder of the Great Pyramid, Pharao Khufu. Stadelmann argues that the facial features, iconography, and style are more reminiscent of Khufu and claims that the causeway was built to conform to a preexisting structure[footnoteRef:6] [6:  https://listverse.com/2017/08/27/10-historical-controversies-with-recent-developments/ paragraph 4] 

Alternatively, and most recently in 2004, the French archaeologist Vassil Dobrev claimed that the sphinx was built by Djedefre, the pharaoh who ruled in between Khufu and Khafre. Dobrev does agree with Stadelmann that the pharaoh Khufu and that the causeway was built around existing an existing structure[footnoteRef:7] [7:  https://listverse.com/2017/08/27/10-historical-controversies-with-recent-developments/ paragraph 5] 

The question of who truly built the sphinx and who it truly represents has perplexed Egyptologists, Archaeologists and Ancient Historians alike. Lehner, Hawass and others agree it is of Pharaoh Khafre who ruled in the Old Kingdom of Egypt from around 2600 B.C.E and lasted until around 2100 B.C.E leading into civil war and famine. It is evidenced through hieroglyphic texts that Kafre’s father, Khufu, built the great pyramid a quarter of a mile from the sphinx’s location. Khafre later constructed his own pyramid, ten feet shorter than his father’s the same distance behind the sphinx and while most of the evidence linking Khafre with the Sphinx comes from Lehner’s research, the idea dates back as far as 1853.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/uncovering-secrets-of-the-sphinx-5053442/?no-ist=&page=2 paragraph 11 line 9] 

It was back then that a French archaeologist, August Mariette, unearthed a life-size statue of Khafre carved from black volcanic rock amid the ruins of a building adjacent to the sphinx that would later be called the valley temple. Then, in 1925 the French archaeologist and engineer Emile Baraize discovered yet another Old Kingdom building that is now called the Sphinx Temple, strikingly similar to the ruins Mariette had already found.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/uncovering-secrets-of-the-sphinx-5053442/?no-ist=&page=2 paragraph 12 ] 

Despite these clues, some experts continue to speculate that Khufu or another Pharaoh built the Sphinx however, in 1980, Lehner recruited a young German Geologist, Tom Aigner, who suggested a way to confirm that the Sphinx was definitely a part of Khafre’s building complex: as limestone is the result mud, coral and shells fossilised over tens of millions of years. Aigner and Lehner took inventory of the different fossils making up the limestone. These fossils showed that the limestone used to build the wall of the temple came from the ditch around the Sphinx.[footnoteRef:10]  [10:  https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/uncovering-secrets-of-the-sphinx-5053442/?no-ist=&page=2 paragraph 13] 

Hawass wrote in his book, Mountain of the Pharaohs in 2006, “most scholars believe, as I do, that the Sphinx represents Khafre and forms an integral part of his pyramid complex”[footnoteRef:11] [11:  https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/uncovering-secrets-of-the-sphinx-5053442/?no-ist=&page=2 paragraph 14] 

The temple plan is laid out on an east-west axis that the Swiss archaeologist, Herbert Ricke, concluded symbolizes the movements of the sun where it sets and rises twice a year at equinoxes.[footnoteRef:12] Using this information, Lehner discovered that if you stand in the eastern niche at sunset during the march and September the shadow of the sphinx and the pyramid appear to merge symbolising the pharaoh presenting offerings to the sun god, Ra. Hawass develops this, saying that the Sphinx as Khafre represents Horus, the falcon headed god of the sky, the morning sun, protection, healing and kingship which is why so many pharaohs claim to represent him or are illustrated in his image. Hawass claims that this sphinx image is giving offerings to Khufu reincarnated as the sun god Ra, another falcon headed deity of kings, the sun, the heavens, power and light, Ra is said to have ruled as the first Pharoah leading many pharaohs claiming to represent him as much as they do Horus. Hawass says that, as Ra, Khufu rises and sets at the temple where the Sphinx gives up its offering.[footnoteRef:13] [12:  https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/uncovering-secrets-of-the-sphinx-5053442/?no-ist=&page=2 paragraph 19]  [13:  https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/uncovering-secrets-of-the-sphinx-5053442/?no-ist=&page=2 paragraph 20] 

