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Back-office Document- 5-night/6 day Educational and Leisure Trip to Paris 

This back-office document provides a detailed plan for a 5-day educational trip to Paris for tourism students. The document includes a detailed explanation of the trip's objectives, logistical details, and justifications for selected elements.

Overview: 
Location: Paris 
Duration of stay: 5 nights trip/6 days 
Departure: 10th March 2025
Return: 15th March 2025
Group size: 12 people
Inclusions: Transport, accommodation, travel insurance and selected activities.
Package price (pp)- £462.00



Target Audience and Purpose of the trip.
This travel package is tailored for 10 travel and tourism university students that are in their second year (aged 18-23) and two lectures. Acting as a tour operator under the company ‘Explore Travels.’  Tour operators are responsible for designing itineraries, arranging transportation, accommodations, and various activities to create a comprehensive travel experience, and it important to understand the needs and preferences of their target audience. (Rezdy, 2024) This trip, to offer students to explore one of world’s popular destination that will incorporate educational value, and leisure, a balance of both that aligns with their interests and studies. 

This travel package has taken in consideration of being budget-friendly for students, as Dale, Richie (2020) says that students are known to be cost conscious, due to their limited financial resources such as often relying on their loans. Offering this trip will provide the most practical options, by bundling transportation, accommodation, and selected activities by strategically using discounts and free admissions, discounts. making trip accessible and affordable without comprising the quality of the educational experience. (Solihin et al., 2024)

 A key objective for this trip will aim to foster Experiential learning (Kolb,1984) which emphasizes learning through people like students having new experiences, observation and application integrating theorical knowledge with practical and real-world experiences, which makes their education more impactful. Experiential learning provides key benefits including immersive learning where students will visit iconic landmarks e.g. Eiffel Tower, cultural interaction by participating in activities visiting markets, trying will deepen their understanding of the culture. 

Arcodia et al. (2020) emphasises the importance of trips for tourism students notes that real-world experience significantly enhances learning and have become to be recognised as useful alternative as students seem to learn better when they are doing something, gaining first hand experiences outside of the classroom environment, which the trip to Paris will provide.

 Additionally, after each day activities students will be able to reflect on what they have observed, addressing real-life challenges like understanding cultural and language barriers, this aligns with the goal of preparing students that will enhance their ability to work effectively and prepare them for the future in the global tourism industry.   (Cooper et.al,2013). 

Beyond academic development, one other purpose of this trip will be for students to build their skills, personal growth and social development through shared experiences, outlining the theory of Tuckman (1965), as the students will be participating in a 5-night trip to Paris will help connect and better understand not only in their group, but challenges and opportunities involved in managing group travel effectively.  As well as self and professional growth encouraging adaptability and independence through travel in line with ‘Maslow Hierarchy of Needs (1943) as this framework is based on individuals needs influencing their motivation and behaviour, offering insights and meeting self-actualization needs will allow students to reflect back on feeling inspired, and deeper understanding of tourism and themselves.

Transportation:

Departure
Putting this Travel Package together, the two options that was considered for the group to travel by:

Option One:  Return way Eurostar (CLASS - STANDARD) 
The Eurostar was the chosen mode of Transport for this trip that the group will travel by. The Eurostar is high-speed rail service that offers a comfortable and efficient option for travelling. The Eurostar will depart from London St Pancreas at 06.01am, arriving directly, with no stops at Paris Gare Du Nord 09:30am. With a journey time of approximately 2hrs and 16 minutes. Each passenger has limit for bringing 2 pieces of luggage or can pay extra £10 for additional luggage.

Price Per Person- for Return ticket for Per Person at time of month and availability cost £63 (OFFER) with student discount. 

Facilities onboard include comfortable seating, Free WIFI, power outlets, food and drink service is offered to purchase onboard.
Eurostar.com (2025)

Option Two- Coach via Euro tunnel 
Another option that was considered for the group to travel by but not chosen was hiring a private coach, using the Euro tunnel Le shuttle service. The journey duration is approx. 8-10hrs this is including rests stops and border checks. Departure location would be from the university campus to Folkstone to access Euro shuttle which takes 3/4hrs, Crossing from Folkstone to Calais takes approx. 35 minutes. From Calais to Paris takes around 3.5/4rs. (Coach operators, 2025). Prices based on quotes to hire private coach, estimated cost overall cost £2,500-£3,150 this includes Eurotunnel cost, coach hire return journey including driver, fuels, and cost per student. 

· Coach hire UK- Paris 4-5 days (return) includes driver, fuel, insurance, milage charges - £2000
· Cost per person £240
· Eurotunnel return fare -£300-400 
· Driver accommodation (2 nights) £150 
· Parking/tolls- £100/150


Option Three - (EasyJet) Return Flight 
The next option was considered but was not chosen for the group was a return flight to and from Paris, that included flight from Bristol to Paris Charles De Gaulle on the same selected dates. Time of departure 07:00 and will arrive in Paris at 9:25.
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The total cost for return trip, which included a small cabin bag was priced £161.13. 

 Eurostar confirmed Details:
[image: ]

Operator-Eurostar
Route London St Pancras International to Paris Gare Du Nord (Return)

Departure Date Monday 10th March
Departure Time: 06:01
Arrival time: 9:30
Return date 15th March 
Return departure 16:04
Return Arrival 17:30

Booking Reference for Eurostar- XYZ776
Passenger group (12 people)
Class: Standard
Total group cost £756.00

The group will depart from Swansea Station to London using FLIX bus service which cost £4.99. The bus will depart at 11:00PM will arrive in London at 4:35am. Although it is a longer journey for the group to travel by, the cost of it is cheaper compared to one way train ticket to London. FLIXBUS.co.uk (2025). This will give time for the group to travel to London St Pancras to access the Eurostar.

Evaluation:
The Eurostar train was selected over by air and coach travel, due for many different factors one being for the cost for a return ticket on the selected dates cost £63pp when booking online, with discount significantly cheaper than flight from Bristol to Paris, priced at £161.13 and often include additional expenses example baggage fees. For group of students cost difference is substantial and aligns with being budget friendly of an educational trip Carter (2019). Additionally, I chose the Eurostar as the group can travel to Paris and arrive early so that the group will have the full day, ideal for the time they have for short trip with the price still being cheap.

Eurostar was also selected for the factor of being convenient and time efficiency, even though taking a flight to Paris is a shorter journey 1hr and 20 minutes, than the Eurostar which takes 2hrs and 16 minutes the additional time is required for checking in, security checks, boarding which can be particularly stressful for group travel, it negates the advantage of it being short flight. Taking the Eurostar avoid delays and eliminates these inefficiencies and simplifies the process, and more of an efficient option for the group to travel by due to facilities onboard, students can carry standard size luggage and the route being direct providing easy access and convenient onward travel using public transport saving time and money rather than airport transfers which further adds to the cost.

[bookmark: _Int_VzL3nhYl][bookmark: _Int_5xU0VKFW] Furthermore, the Eurostar is more eco-friendly option that committed using renewable energy that significantly lowers environmental impact, producing 90% less carbon emissions (Smith & Brown,2020), in comparison to air travel which significantly contributes to emitting high levels of carbon emissions. This choice aligns with the educational focus of the trip, particularly given the emphasis on sustainability within tourism studies. Malichová et al. (2023) highlights that there is growing trend on promoting shifts in travel behaviour towards more sustainable and active modes of transport. The timing was considered also as the group will arrive in Paris at 9:30 which is good time as the students will have a full day to look forward to and settle into their accommodation. 

To elaborate the Eurostar was selected as the preferred mode of transport over coach travel primarily due to its cost effectiveness and time efficiency. The Eurostar return fare cost £63, which is a significant difference to the estimated cost per person that is required to hire private coach, coach hire itself for 5 days for the group while accounting for the Eurotunnel fare, driver accommodation, fuel. In addition, travelling by coach the travel time is approx. 8-10hrs compared to Eurostar with the travel time just over 2 hours, this allows the group to maximise their time in Paris for educational and cultural experience, a core objective of the trip (Page and Connell, 2020). While coach travel could offer the benefit of direct pickup from the university campus and remove the need to navigate using public transport in Paris, this convenience does not outweigh the benefits that provided by Eurostar. From sustainability perspective, as mentioned above Eurostar produces up to less 90% less carbon emissions compared to air and road travel (UK Department for transport, 2023).

In regards for travelling home, the group is scheduled to depart late afternoon at 16:04. Although there were earlier departure times available, there was no significant price difference therefore, the later departure was selected to allow students additional time in the morning to finish their trip with an activity or further exploration. 

Transportation in Paris:
Travelling around Paris the group utilize the using public transport like metro system as Paris has the efficient and frequent services that has good links making it accessible and quick way to reach attractions, given the time is often limited on 5-day trip it ensures students can maximize their time in the city. Using public transport for the group to navigate Paris is affordable, as the metro systems offer student travel passes for instance a weekly Navigo ticket cost around 25 euros, where it would enable them to travel on Metro, bus, or tram. RATP (2025). The importance of transport planning, securing early bookings like Eurostar and Paris metro passes reduces the overall travel expenses that ensure viability that helps to manage the trip to remain budget friendly.

Accommodation plays a crucial role in the quality and affordability of student travel. (Andrews,2023) Three accommodations options were considered for this trip.
Accommodation option one: Hostel (selected)

[image: Marker with solid fill]The Generator Hostel – Paris 
· 9-11 Place du Colonel Fabien Paris, France

The proposed accommodation includes:

Two private 5-bed dormitory room, accommodating a total of ten students. At rate of £30per person, total cost of £150 per person for five nights. Each room feature bunkbeds, ensuite bathrooms, and secure lockers

One private two-bedroom studio for the lectures, priced at £47 per person, offering 2 single beds with having the privacy and comfort.

[bookmark: _Int_5lnsu8ZI][bookmark: _Int_OarN8dff]The Generator Hostel is part of well-known international hostel chain that typically accommodates young travellers, students, and educational groups. This hostel is well connected to Paris Metro system and close proximity to some of Paris cultural and tourist attractions. This hostel offers wide range of facilities this is including free WIFI, on-site restaurant serving affordable food and drink options, social spaces with featuring a communal lounge, and games room, 24hr reception, 24hr security to ensure safe environment and the perks of having breakfast included in group bookings. (staygenerator.com, 2025)


Accommodation option Two:  Hotel
Hotel Louvre Saint Honoré
[image: Marker with solid fill]Star rating - 4 stars 

· 141, Rue Saint Honoré, 75001 Paris, France

The proposed room allocation includes:
One junior room (accommodating four students) at an estimated cost per night £144 
Two Deluxe Triple rooms (accommodating three students) at an estimated cost per night £120 
One Classic room (for two lectures) priced £90 per night 

This hotel is centrally located in the centre of Paris close to some of the Landmarks such as the Louvre Museum, Seine River. The area is well connected by the metro and public transport making it accessible for group activities and educational visits.



Facilities:
· Free Wi-Fi
· Air conditioning 
· Daily housekeep and room services
· On-site restaurant and Lounge 
Check in time from 16:00
Check out time by 11.00

(Hotel-louvre-saint-honore.com, 2025)


Airbnb’s 
Airbnb’s properties were considered as an alternative, due to the potential advantage of large, private space that offers more of flexible environment providing kitchen and communal living spaces. However, securing a single Airbnb property for 12 people at an affordable price was proved to be difficult.

Budget hotels like IBIS were also considered as potential option, where these offer private rooms with basic facilities at lower rate.

Evaluation:
After considering different range of accommodation options, the Generator Hostel was selected for practical considerations of a student group. The primarily reason in selecting this hostel was the cost. The Generator hostel offer a significant more affordable price for 5 nights compared to the four-star Hotel Louvre Saint, budget hotels and group-sized Airbnb. 

The hostel provides dormitory rooms at the price of £30 per person, totalling £150 for 5 nights, while the lectures are accommodated in the private student for £47 per night, in comparison to the hotel with costs ranging from £90 to £144 per night, per room it is a significant difference. Also, budget hotels in central of Paris are considerably more expensive than hostel when booking for educational group.

[bookmark: _Int_46EhzA0Y]Considering the trip is not funded by the university affordability is important factor, as students are responsible to cover their own costs, making it imperative to minimise accommodation expenses without compromising on basic needs and safety. 

Hostels like the Generator are designed for young and student travellers that provides a safe communal environment, that prioritises basic needs of safety, comfort, facilities, and connectivity (Luoto.et.al, 2020). In which educational group would look for. If the group were to stay in Airbnb there is lack of security and no 24hr reception that is established at accommodations like hostels, this is disadvantage when supporting the safety and wellbeing of a student group 

The generator hostel also includes breakfast in group bookings, reducing the daily food costs this enables students to have a convenient meal before commencing their scheduled activities without the need to find option in the mornings. According to Thomas (2023), cost of accommodation can account for 30-50% of the total travel expenditure, making it key consideration in the viability of student trips. Budget friendly accommodation can reduce overall trip cost, enabling to allocate budget more on educational visits, activities, transportation, and daily meals. (Freya, 2022)

Another reason on why a Hostel was selected is because of its location and how it is proximity to the metro systems, providing students with quick and convenient access to Paris attractions. In comparison to Airbnb accommodations a lot varied and often lack proximity to central landmarks, reducing the ease of access. The Generator hostel is equipped to accommodate student groups efficiently with it offering of booking packages, dormitory rooms, which was more practical as it 5 students per room, where hotels like Hotel Louvre Saint Honore and budget hotels like IBIS does not offer the same flexibility with adjacent rooms or shared spaces

To elaborate, given the educational nature of the trip students will spend most of their time out exploring Paris, visiting landmarks, therefore students just need accommodation to rest. Additional amenities and luxuries offered by hotels or Airbnb students will not need for trip, although hostels do offer social and communal spaces, which budget hotels lack. This that would foster group cohesion, peer bonding. (Worsley, Harrison and Corcoran, 2021)

Hostel Booking Confirmation:
Reservation Number- GH-445789-PAR
Guest Name: Miss Jones 
Check in is available from 1pm, luggage storage is available which is ideal as the group will arrive in Paris early students can drop their bags off without the need of carrying them around.



























Trip Itinerary 
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The activities that were chosen for this trip was the balance of both educational and leisure, this combination was important to offer students well-rounded experience. As a tour operator it was important to select activities that would appeal to the interest of the growth that would foster both fun and academic growth. Visiting many of Paris famous Landmarks was chosen like the Eiffel Tower, Arc De Triomphe etc that will provide students opportunities to learn about history, culture of Paris. Furthermore, taking into consideration of budgets, Paris offers wide range of free attractions where  
students will immerse themselves for example Montmartre, with its interesting streets, history and views of the city can experience local atmosphere without spending money. Prioritising free activities meets the needs for students as they often look for low or free activities while away (Ritchie and Hudson, 2009). To elaborate, not only this trip is focused on all about history and culture but wanted the students to do some leisure activities like a Day in Disneyland to create memorable experiences of this trip. 

Travel Advice:
[image: A screenshot of a computer
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· Pick pocketing and theft in tourist areas
· Medical risks and health issues, food allergies or minor injuries. Students should disclose any health problems before departure 
· Travel disruptions that can affect transport services like the metro
· Threat of Terrorism. 
· Language barriers 
(Gov.uk, 2025)

Risk assessment[image: ] has been carried out:
(Created by learner)

This trip does not involve air travel and does not fall under ATOL. However, the company Explore Travels is ATOL-licensed company for it range of travel packages that include flights.

As part of responsible tour operation practices, complying with Package Travel Linked Arrangement Regulations (2018). (ABTA, 2025) Students payments are protected in case of any issues, changes, or cancellations before or during travel. It is vital that protection is in place for educational trip abroad. (Civil Aviation Authority, 2025). Travel insurance is included in the package price that will ensure safety and wellbeing for this group. This proactive approach enhances security and strengths the credibility of Explore Travels as a company.

Terms and Conditions
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Financial breakdown of trip that been booked:
	COST OF TRAVEL 
	Per person

	FLIX BUS ONE-WAY 
	£4.99

	RETURN EUROSTAR TICKET with additional luggage 
	£63
Extra £10- £73

	A WEEKLY METRO TRAVEL PASS 
	25 EUROS/ £21.24 




	ACCOMODATION
	Per person

	Private 5-bedroom Dormitory Room x2 
	£30per person 5 students per room= £150 + £150= £300

	Private 2-bedroom terrace studio for lectures 1x
	£47pp

	
	TOTAL COST= £394 for all required rooms including the price pp





















	ACTIVITIES 
	Cost Per person

	Louvre 
	£17pp

	Latin Quarter Town Tour guided walking Tour
	£20pp

	Head Arc De Triomphe rooftop ticket 
	£14pp

	Centre Pompidou
	£11.00pp

	Eiffel Tower 2nd floor ticket
	£15.00pp

	Musee d’Orsay 
	£13.00pp

	Seine River Cruise 
	£12.00pp

	Student Ticket for one day Hopper Disneyland ticket 
	£59.00pp

	Sainte-Chapelle 
	£9.00



	
	TOTAL= 180pp




	EXTRAS 
	

	Spending Money, this can include Food and Additional items like Souvenirs 
	Based on student budget.


	TRAVEL INSURANCE 
	£35pp

FULL GROUP- £100

	FOOD 
	Dinner at Boullion Pigalle- estimate
€10 -20 a meal PP

Dinner at Pizza Poplare- estimate €8 -17 a meal PP
27.00 Per Person for both dinner meals/£22.00

For Lunch and Dinner without meals included will need around 125 euros for 5 nights.

	Travel
FLIX BUS- 
Eurostar-
Travel Pass
	4.99
£73
£21.24

	5-night Accommodation
	£150

	Activities/Excursions
Travel Insurance 

EXTRAS not included in package 
Spending Money
Lunch for 5 days and Dinner for 3 days es


	£180
£35
TOTAL PER PERSON= 462.00

Recommended 150-200 euros (depending on student budget)
Estimate 100 euros 
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to learn ut the role of religious and historical sites in
attracting visitors. It also provides an example of a smaller,

niche attraction that still draws significant tourist interest.

Evening:

« Seine River Cruise: This scenic cruise allows students to view

some of Paris’s most iconic landmarks from a unique
perspective, demonstrating how waterways can be leveraged
for tourism. It also offers an example of tour operators using

boats as a form of transport and leisure for tourists.

Day 6: Final Exploration and Departure

Morning:

* Free Time for Shopping or Personal Exploration: This free
time lets students reflect on their experiences, with the
opportunity to engage in personal exploration, which is a vital
part of travel behavior studies. It also encourages students to

engage with local retail tour {, !
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Travel advice:

- Paris is considered to be safe destination although with some precautions in
mind students will need to be aware, particularly for the risk of pickpocketing
and theft, while in busy and crowded areas. Students should keep their
belongings in their bags at all times or very close to them.

- Students must have passport that have date of issue less than 10 years
before arriving and have expiry date at least 3 months after the date of
planning to leave

- The weather can be unpredictable, students will be advised to pack
appropriate clothing, waterproof jackets and comfortable walking shoes.

- Recommended that students download relevant travel apps

Risks and conditions:
- Pick pocketing and theft in tourist areas
- Medical risks and health issues, food allergies or minor injuries. Students
should disclose any health problems before departure
- Travel disruptions that can affect transport services like the metro
- Threat of Terrorism.

- Language barriers

(Gov.uk, 2025)

Risk assessment has been carried out:
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Appendix D: Eurostar Ticket Confirmation
Appendix E: Metro Pass Purchase Receipt
Appendix F: Group Travel Insurance Certificate

Appendix G: Risk Assessment Form

Terms and Conditions

A 25% deposit is required to secure a place on the trip.

Full balance must be paid 6 weeks prior to departure.

Cancellations within 6 weeks of departure will result in loss of

full payment unless covered by travel insurance.

Any changes to itinerary or participant list must be

communicated to the organiser immediately.

Participants are responsible for their own belongings and must

abide by group leader instructions.

Students must adhere to the Code of Conduct regarding

2

respectful behaviour, alcohe _onsumption, and punctuality.

Ask anything

+ & Q9 & 9@
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IMPACT

CONTROL
MEAUSURES

Pickpocketing/theft

Medium

Medium

-Stay in groups
-keep belongings in
bags in tourist areas
or very close

-stay alert

Minor Injuries or
illness

Medium

Low

-Travel insurance
included

-First aids it carried by
trip leaders

-"Nearest Hospitals
identified

Student getting
lost

Medium

High

-Contact numbers
given to students
-Daily meeting points
-Stay in groups or
assign pairs system

Terror alert or
Major incident

Low

High

-Stay Calm
-Emergency
evacuation
procedures outlined
-Follow local authority
advice

Delays/ Transport
Disruptions

Medium

Medium

-Contingency plan
-Alternative travel
arrangements made

Food Allergies or
medical/ dietary
requirements

Low

High

-Dietary and medical
information should be
disclose before
departure

-Students who have
medical issue should
carry their medication
on them

-Look for food options
that has wide range of
variety to cater to
those who have food
allergies/requirements

Accommodation
issues.

Low

Medium

-Accommodation Pre-
booked and
Confirmed

-24hr Reception
Available
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The activities for the student trip to Paris were carefully chosen to provide a balanced
mix of both leisure and educational experiences, ensuring that students gain a
comprehensive understanding of the tourism industry. Educationally, the visits to iconic
cultural landmarks like the Louvre Museum, Musée d'Orsay, Versailles Palace, and
Sainte-Chapelle offer students a deep dive into the role of heritage, art, and history in
tourism. These sites provide valuable lessons on how historical and cultural attractions
shape a city’s tourism profile and economy. At the same time, the itinerary includes
leisure activities, such as visiting Montmartre, taking a Seine River cruise, and spending
a day at Disneyland Paris, which allow students to experience the fun and entertainment
side of tourism. These activities also offer a glimpse into the operational side of leisure
tourism, including themed attractions and leisure management. This combination
ensures that students gain exposure to both the educational and recreational aspects of
tourism, enriching their understanding of how these elements work together to create a
compelling tourism destination. The balance of structured learning experiences with
opportunities for personal exploration and relaxation will also keep students engaged

and motivated throughout the trip.
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This Trip does not involve air travel and does not fall under ATOL.However the
company Explore Travels is ATOL-licensed company for it range of travel packages
that include flights.

As part of responsible tour operation practices, complying with Package Travel
Linked Arrangement Regulations (2018). (ABTA, 2025) Students payments are
protected in case of any issues, changes or cancellations before or during travel. It is
vital that protection is in place for educational trip abroad. (Civil Aviation Authority,
2025). Travel insurance is included in the package price that will ensure safety and
wellbeing for this group. This proactive approach enhances security and strengths

the credibility of Explore Travels as a company.

Term and conditions.
£100 deposit to secure a place, which will be non-refundable
Full payment due 28t February
Students are required to stay together and are not permitted to leave unless
approval from the trip coordinators
‘Buddy system’ should be adhere to, to ensure no student is left alone
Students are adhere to the code of conduct in regard to respectful behaviour,
failure to comply will result in removal from the trip
Students are responsible for their own belongings
in the situation if the trip were to be cancelled, full refund will be given back

excluding deposit
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