Visit to a museum.
My personal reflective review.

Three museum visits over the period of four weeks, compared to never having visited one since being a teenager. Picking one to do my personal reflection on I thought would be an easy task. However, I wasn’t prepared for how each one had their own USP’s. I quickly realized that this wasn’t going to be as easy as I first thought, as each had personality that resonated with me, Items that attracted me, and opportunities for learning that would present themselves.  
I must admit to having a liking to dusty old rooms full of old books and objects, or should I say, works of art.
Carmarthenshire Museum. Old bishop’s palace Abergwili Carmarthen.[image: ]
1 Photo image Author G Sporle. 
On the fourteenth of October, we had a field trip to the Carmarthen museum, where my first impression was overwhelming. Not having been to a museum since a teenager I didn’t know where to turn, or the correct manner on how to get the most out of this trip.
On entry you come across a stone panel, which at a first glance guess, had to be connected to the Pickton moment, found at Paction Terrace in Carmarthen.
The carved stone panel commemorates lieutenant General Sir Thomas Picton 
(1758-1815)[image: ]
2. Photo Image Author ,G Sporle.  Designed by John Nash. Carved by E.H. Baily. 1820s.
This image set me on the path to understanding more about the towns past. A town that I have been working in for the past twenty-seven years but didn’t have much in the way of knowledge about, or what it means to have been born here in Carmarthen, the oldest town in Wales. 
On turning I discovered to my surprise an artifact that should have caught my attention on entering the museum only for some reason,  maybe by creation, my attention was directed at the stone curving above.

Early Christian Inscribed Stone.
[image: ]
5th – 6th century AD. From Castell Dwyran Parish Church. Photo Author G Sporle.







Major- general Sir William Nott Monument.
[image: ]
By Edward Lewis (1902-1943) About 1935. Photo Author G Sporle.
Last year I was on a foundation course at Trinity saint Davids Carmarthen, where a part of my study’s involved spending time in St Peters church Carmarthen. There is a Plaque commemorating the execution of a catholic priest that had been tried and condemned to death for his beliefs he was taken from the court room within the church and burned at the stake. This is the spot where this monument stands today, in Notts square. Sadly, I did not see any mention of this part of Carmarthen’s  history , However another General is put on show. I am at this point beginning to question the motives of the museum.


            Icon of St John, the Apostle. Greek artists unknow 19th century on oil board.
[image: ]Photo Author G Sporle.
This work made me stop and look as I find religious paintings fascinating and if for no other reason enjoyed looking and wondering how it got to Carmarthen.







Frances Vaughan (d.1650), Countess of Carbery.
[image: ]
Mary Beale (1633-1699). About 1650 Oil on canvas. Photo by Author G Sporle.

My eyes do tend to whip past the portraits as they do not normally grab my attention, However, I would recommend anyone to read the information below this painting by Mary Beale. Not only did Mary Beale become a professional artist in 17th century London, but Mary was also the main Financial provider for her family. ( information board, Frances Vaughan.1650). This today is in a lot of circumstances a given thing. However, in the 17th century this would be truly progressive. A note to be made when walking around the museum with portraits of the great and good. 


[image: ]
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                            Taxidermy Found in Carmarthen museum.
[image: ]
                                Photo By Author G Sporle
Taxidermy for me as a vegan, was always going to be a subject matter that could be controversial.
I was not surprised to hear other students make comments on how disturbing they found that on display were dead animals. I am under the impression that this is only a small part of what was once a larger collection.
This is of no surprise to me as we are in a museum in a rural area where hunting and farming has been part of the history of areas also as we find throughout the UK for as long as people have lived on our island. We need to look at The philosophy behind why they would choose to show case these animals; would it be to show their beauty or our dominance over them or their dominance over other creatures. At a time when Darwins new theories on evaluation are the topic of the day, can we then call it educational?
Difficult Heritage here we look at coming to terms with the past. The difference between what we celebrate and commemorate and what we choose to remember and tutor our children about.
We see museums around the country having to choose how they wish to be seen. Memorial  plaques going up on building throw-out  our Townes and cities.
Could the use of Taxodium animals be part of our colonial past the bring home of stuffed Lions for our museums, trophy head on walls souvenirs from the dark corners of the Empire.  
The Discipline of Difficult Heritage is commonly associated with wars ,conflicts, triumph over foreigners, the plunder of riches from overseas – this is the stuff of most national histories. Yet today they are perceived as troubling to contemporary identity which may vary considerably. (Macdonald, 2009). 
Within Carmarthen museum we are still being presented with the good and the great, with images of General Sir Thommas Pickton ,and Sir Willam Nott. Both today being seen as controversial figures about their past. Whether this involves the slave trade or overseas wars, leading  troops to colonialize other countries .
The debate on how museums present themself I feel is open wide today.                            The three places I visited had a role to play, However to what audience are they aiming to attract, is This the question we need to be asking ourselves. 
St Fagen’s, I feel had an open approach a general look at being Walsh an attempt to show the world and our children whom we are. 
 I liked the Carmarthen museum because it had me questioning what I was seeing and opened my thinking to what a museum is for. 
Strata Florida Abbey. I am no Archeologist However had a fantastic day and found the Place interesting and again opened my mind to want to explore deeper what was being offered for us to see on the day. 
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