Video review
(1000 words)

This is a review of a clip taken from Peter Jackson’s 2018 film titled They Shall Not Grow Old as well as the concept of the film as a whole. This is a segment which I located on YouTube under the title of WW1 Over The Top on a channel called Johnny’s War Stories. This account gave appropriate credit to the film production through linking the DVD in the description and placing a disclaimer about the copyright material. I chose this clip because it successfully relates the build up to going over the top through the soldiers telling their memories of being in this situation. The footage used follows the timeline and at times slows to focus on looks and moments. These movements and looks throughout the footage along with the unspoken countdown have a real effect on the viewer. The clip ends with footage of 2 battalions running over the top and heading into no mans land. The clip fits with the general message the film is trying to portray but there is no illustration in the segment as to which part of World War One it is discussing or if it is covering the situation as a whole. 
The film brings to colour all aspects of the war, it does not avoid the realities of war which may be hard to watch. Peter Jackson spoke on this topic and why he believed it was important to show all sides of trench warfare. ‘I don’t think it’s at all honest to sanitise the war…it’s very irresponsible to actually make the film, the experience of being in the trenches in the first world war and not show the result of what happens if bullets hit you or your friend’ (BFI, 2018). The avoidance of sanitisation results in a truer depiction where colourisation is meant to bring the war to life and all the sounds and sights which would have come with that. 
The target audience for the film is the general public. It is meant to be accessible to all and provide an account of the war through colourised footage along with the added sounds of war in order to bring the black and white footage from the conflict back to life. There is no expectation for in depth knowledge of World War One when watching the film, but basic details of the war would help to join the film together and for the viewer to understand the emotion and message behind the accounts. Peter Jackson provided an idea of what he wanted his audience to gain from the film during an interview where he stated, ‘I think that young people, 14, 15, they need to see this, I mean if the shots of bodies in this film shock, are shocking, then I think we have achieved something.’ (BFI, 2018). This statement makes it clear that the film is aimed at everyone, but he wants young people to see it and get an understanding of what the first World War was like. The mention of shocking the young people is not meant as a purposeful act but as an idea that these images and this footage gaining a reaction of shock means the message is successful and the film has made an impact. 
The narration for the film is made up of intertwined stories from 120 British World War One veterans as they share their experiences from several different positions along the Western Front. The narration skips between different people as the differing conflicts and scenarios throughout the war are followed. There are differing opinions displayed throughout the film regarding the situations discussed which the soldiers found themselves in, this builds up a richer picture of the war throughout several regiments on the front. The description of the film as being ‘like 120 voices telling a common story’ (BFI, 2018) is an interesting concept but something which is very noticeable when watching it. The stories and experiences across the Western Front had many similarities in day to day life and there were periods of time when fighting was not taking place. The stories would vary depending what part of the front they were on because of the different campaigns but even they had similarities as tactics were often repeated. 
The accounts of the veterans are first-hand lived experiences which bring the realities of the war to life in a way an expert could not. The film is full of personal stories and memories of the four years of conflict. The stories throughout the film only address the experiences day to day and the general soldiers experience of the battles and campaigns. The soldiers were mostly privates, therefore, ‘they don’t talk about the politics of the war, they don’t discuss the, what the generals were thinking because they didn’t know’ (BFI, 2018). The decisions and reasoning behind the actions was all coordinated by those in high command and the only message received in the trenches was where and when they needed to go over the top or move between trenches. This way of organising the war means the participants of this film are only expressing their experience and what they saw around them, the human and personal side of the conflict without the interwoven politics. 
The footage used throughout the film is original footage from the archives at the Imperial War Museum, much of which was previously unseen. This unseen footage worked to build up a unique basis for the film whilst also drawing people’s attention and interest when they viewed the trailer. 
There is no background soundtrack used throughout Peter Jackson’s film, instead the background is filled up with noises that would have been heard on the Western Front interspersed and overlapped with oral testimonies. Peter Jackson and his team looked through the footage they had and wherever there was clearly someone speaking the exert was sent away to specialists who lipread the exert and sent back the results of what was being said. This speech was then recorded by actors and overlaid on top of the footage to add to the realism the colourisation was trying to achieve. 
There is a contrast in the film between the softly spoken oral testimonies of the British World War veterans and the harsh imagery with the sounds of war. These stark opposites stand out against each other, the voices of the aged soldiers recounting their experiences in many different tones and emotions against the mostly harsh violent images of war with occasional happy sight of soldiers relaxing and chatting amongst each other. 
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