8







[Essential Skills]
[Florin-Cristian Matic]

Table of Contents

Essential Skills Study and Employment	3
	Reflection	4
References	5


Since the oldest times, humanity had to adapt to the environment they live in and always find the best solutions to overcome the challenges of the nature, for their own survival. 
	In the beginning we’ve had to rely on basic tools to accomplish the job but because the organized society we live in had evolved in complexity, so did the work we do and our ways of accomplish it. (1) 
	Nowadays, rather than rely on basic instinct and physical aptitudes, we’ve developed a set of cognitive skills and abilities, most of them based on how different parts in our brain perceive the world. 
	In modern era, to be efficient it means that you have to be social, to understand  technology and how it affects our everyday lives and also manifest discipline for a better management between personal life and work ethics. (3) 
	There are many essential skills that could enhance both educational and personal growth but I would like to talk about a few examples of what I personally consider to be the most important to rely on and could benefit from in the long term.
	
	1. Communication (4)
	To communicate it means to efficiently transmit and receive information by any means necessary. Today we have plenty of ways to talk to each other at any given time or distance. Instant connection trough advanced technology stimulated permanent contact between society members. Personally, I think that at the workplace a good communicative ability is the key of working together in harmony and to better understand each other.

	2. Motivation
	In everything you do, passion is an important part as it gives gratitude and fullfilment every time you accomplish something. Working with passion could help you achieve great results and always be proud of your progress. We are all working for a reward in some way or another but the biggest reward is the joy of doing what you really like and being appreciated for it. (2) 

	3. Constant learning
	Life is a journey and a process of constant change. We often find ourselves facing a new challenge being in private life or at work. I believe that to overcame the obstacles in front of us, we have to be prepared to face them first, therefore constant qualification and expanding your knowledge could give you and advantage. Curiosity and an appetite for understanding the world around us could lead us to find that “missing piece of puzzle” just in time. (6) 

	As a conclusion I believe that certain personal skills combined with a strong perseverance can help me on my future career, as I am ready to learn and improve myself. I choose to came to England to live a better life and find new opportunities. It was hard at the beginning since everything was new and it seemed hard to keep going, but the path ahead is not always an easy one and either if you are working alone or among your friends, we all have our own goals that we push forward to achieve. (5)
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	During the time I was writing my previous argumentation, I had to make sure that our interpretation of certain ideas won’t be misjudged as plagiarism. Creativity is an important part of our genuine intellectual abilities but no idea in this world is 100% pure, as everyday information is abundant and we must read and synthesize what is essential to make our point of view coherent.
	After I’ve submitted my summary to the Turnitin page, my result came back as 0. Judging by this score I think it reflects the fact that the inspirational sources were thoroughly checked and well documented without simply cutting off ideas from certain authors but rather reimagining them by using my own vocabulary.
	Considering the fact that I’ve covered the information requested in the aforementioned presentation I think that my work deserves a passing score, respectively Very Good, as there is always room for improvement and this is the first time I have encountered the academic environment. 	
	Although my work does fit in the designated limit, I think there remains the possibility of a better, more compact structural optimization in the future but the important thing is to be on point on the topic exposed.
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	After a period of time during wich I have documented the use of many citation management software I would limit my final choices between Zotero and Mendeley. (2) At this point I prefer Mendeley for its usability, user friendly interface and supporting tools that allows importing files and publications from anywhere, reading and annotating them from inside Mendeley and building collaborative research groups with other people. In my opinion it is a complete research platform. (3)
 	When downloading the desktop application, you have to make sure you create an online account before you can start using the application properly. Although it's not strictly required, you can upload your references and grant other users access to them. This is of course the case if you want to collaborate with others. (4) You can also create research groups for your particular research field. Even if you don't upload anything yourself, you can still search and download references from the mutual online pool. (6)
	All in one I love that it's a cloud-based service and that you can highlight and add notes from any personal computer that connects to the internet. The citation manager also did a very good work with bibliographies that came in handy. (1) I also like the fact that I can put in order my pdf files by subject area or author. Through the platform I can also organize my documents, store them (the free version has 2 GB of storage) and I can also share the information. It is a forum for scholars, but as a normal student you can also use it and get great knowledge for your midterms and college assignments, I use it frequently and it has been amazing. (5)



Getting_Started_Guide.pdf (mendeley.com) (1)!!

Zotero vs Mendeley Comparison | York University Libraries (2) !!
Overview - Mendeley Basics - Research Guides at University of Michigan Library (umich.edu) (3)
Mendeley - Introduction to Citation Management - LibGuides at University of Pittsburgh  (4)
About Mendeley - Mendeley - LibGuides at Swansea University (5)
Mendeley - Manage Citations with Zotero, Mendeley, and EndNote - LibGuides at Portland State University (pdx.edu)  (6)
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Since the oldest times, humanity had to adapt to the environment they live in and always find the best solutions to overcome the challenges of the nature, for their own
survival. In the beginning we've had to rely on basic tools to accomplish the job but because the organized society we live in had evolved in complexity, so did the work we do
and our ways of accomplish it. Nowadays, rather than rely on basic instinct and physical aptitudes, we've developed a set of cognitive skills and abilities, most of them based
on how different parts in our brain perceive the world. In modern era, to be efficient it means that you have to be social, to understand technology and how it affects our
everyday lives and also manifest discipline for a better management between personal life and work ethics. There are many essential skills that could enhance both educational
and personal growth but I would like to talk about a few examples of what I personally consider to be the most important to rely on and could benefit from in the long term. 1.
Communication To communicate it means to efficiently transmit and receive information by any means necessary. Today we have plenty of ways to talk to each other at any
given time or distance. Instant connection trough advanced technology stimulated permanent contact between society members. Personally, I think that at the workplace a
good communicative ability is the key of working together in harmony and to better understand each other. 2. Motivation In everything you do, passion is an important part as
it gives gratitude and fullfilment every time you accomplish something. Working with passion could help you achieve great results and always be proud of your progress. We
are all working for a reward in some way or another but the biggest reward is the joy of doing what you really like and being appreciated for it. 3. Constant learning Life is a
journey and a process of constant change. We often find ourselves facing a new challenge being in private life or at work. I believe that to overcame the obstacles in front of
us, we have to be prepared to face them first, therefore constant qualification and expanding your knowledge could give you and advantage. Curiosity and an appetite for
understanding the world around us could lead us to find that “missing piece of puzzle” just in time. As a conclusion I believe that certain personal skills combined with a strong
perseverance can help me on my future career, as I am ready to learn and improve myself. I choose to came to England to live a better life and find new opportunities. It was
hard at the beginning since everything was new and it seemed hard to keep going, but the path ahead is not always an easy one and either if you are working alone or among
your friends, we all have our own goals that we push forward to achieve.
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