A Report on the Zong Using the Slave Voyages Website


Methodology Statement.

The methodology used in this assessment is secondary data analysis. I have used Slave Voyages. org website to collect quantitative data regarding the slave ship the Zong to write a report which examines what general information about transatlantic slavery can be gleaned from this particular ship. The collection and analysis of data raised the question of discrepancies in slave mortality rates. To speculate on an answer, I have used data from different voyages from the database to formulate two graphs. it is important to stress that these graphs do not represent a comprehensive analysis of the available data but are a brief representation of a potential future study. To bring this report to a conclusion sources other than the Slave Voyages database have been utilised. 

Available Data for the Zong/Zorg.  

The Zong, captained by Luke Collingwood and Edward Howard with a crew of twenty men set sail from Liverpool on 5th March 1781. It had previously been a Dutch vessel named the Zorg but had been captured by the English as a prize. There were five owners of the ship in a syndicate William Gregson, John Gregson, James Gregson, Edward Wilson, and James Aspinall. The Zong visited three slave-trading ports along the African coast, one unnamed port on the Gold Coast as well as Cape Coast Castle, and Anomabu. The Zong departed Africa on the 6th September 1781, the passage across the Atlantic took 113 days, arriving in Black River on the 28th December 1781. The death rate of slaves was recorded, as was the death rate of the crew. Among the slaves, there was a horrendously high death rate of 53% with 232 slaves dying during the crossing. The crew death rate was much lower with only 2 deaths. The ship left the Americas on the 20th of May 1782 and arrived back in Liverpool on the 30th of July 1782. The entire voyage had lasted 298 days.
In its previous incarnation as the Zorg, the ship was owned by the Middelburgsche Commercie Compagnie and made two slave trading journeys. The first journey captained by Johannes Noordhoek with a crew of 38 embarked from Zeeland on the 15th of November 1777 and arrived in Africa on the 14th of January 1778. The Zorg visited Cape Lahou and collected 103 slaves. At an unspecified port on the Winward Coast, 79 slaves were purchased, and at an unspecified port on the Gold Coast, 64 slaves were purchased. The ship left Africa on the 24th of August 1778 and sailed to Suriname arriving on the 13th of November 1778. The middle passage lasted 81 days and of the 238 slaves collected in Africa 237 had survived the crossing, 45.0% of the slaves were adult males, 41.6% were adult females, 7.4% were boys and 6.1% were girls. Of the 237 surviving slaves 231 were sold at a price of £41.17 sterling. I believe this is an average price paid for each slave which would have made £9510. 27. The Zorg left Suriname on the 30th of April 1779 arriving back in the Netherlands on the 30th of July 1779. The entire voyage had taken 363 days. The Zorgs’s second voyage sailed from Zeeland under the captaincy of Jan Wilton with an unknown number of crewmen on the 27th of October 1780. The ship arrived in Africa on the 25th of December where it was captured by the British before the embarkation of any slaves.

Data Interpretation.
The most obvious comparison to be made between the two successful voyages of the Zong/Zorg is the death rate of slaves. It is possible to speculate from the available data as to why the mortality rate was so vastly different. Whilst under Dutch control, the Zorg had a much lower mortality rate. Is it possible that the Dutch had a different set of ethics from the British when it came to slave trading and they simply treated the slaves better so fewer of them died? The transatlantic Voyage of the Zorg was 32 days shorter than the voyage of the Zong, perhaps water and food ran out quicker which led to a greater number of slave deaths. Under Dutch control there were 18 more crew members than when the ship was under British control, the increased crew numbers may have resulted in better care for the slaves with more people to provide them with food, water, and fresh air. To ascertain an answer to these speculations I have taken selected data, length of the transatlantic journey, number of crewmen, and slave mortality rate, from ten voyages made by British-owned ships and ten voyages made by Dutch-owned slave ships between the years 1760 and 1780.  A Comparison of these variables is displayed in the graphs below.



[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.slavevoyages.org/voyage/database [Accessed 30/10/2020]. The voyage identification numbers for the ships used in these graphs. 17522, 17554, 17557, 17562, 17572, 17778, 91567, 91475, 91425, 90833, 10906, 10907, 10909, 10936, 10940, 10942, 10960,10966, 11085, 11089.] 

From these graphs, we can surmise that there is no correlation between the number of crew aboard or the length of the transatlantic voyage to the number of slave deaths that occur. There is also not a great difference in the mortality rates aboard Dutch and English vessels. I would like to repeat this process using data from at least 100 ships including more variables such as size of the ship and instances of slave insurrections. 
 
Conclusion.

The Zong is perhaps one of the most infamous ships in history. The reason for the high death rate among the slaves was due to an error in navigation which resulted in a water shortage. Captain Luke Collingwood ordered 132 Africans to be thrown overboard to conserve supplies. This atrocity came to light when the ship’s owners tried to claim insurance for their lost ‘cargo’.[footnoteRef:2] This information opens up more areas of enquiry using the Slave Voyages database, comparisons could be made between slave voyages with high death rates and insurance claims to see how widespread a practice this was. In the case of the Zong the slave murders were not premeditated it would, however, be interesting to discover if there are any patterns between high mortality rates and insurance claims to ascertain if there was any practice of intentional insurance fraud.  [2:  Walvin James, The Zong: A Massacre, the Law & the End of Slavery. (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2011), p.p. 4,5,6.
] 




Slave Mortality Rates aboard British Vessels

Crew Numbers	50	19	26	39	30	18	35	30	30	40	Middle Passage (days)	68	64	120	95	128	34	54	48	85	64	Mortality Rate in %	10	18	16	13	5	13	4	2	5	1	Dutch	



 Slave Mortality Rates Aboard Dutch Vessels

Crew Numbers	36	35	36	35	38	39	45	39	41	30	Middle Passage (days)	63	101	76	74	99	64	38	69	72	106	Mortality Rate in %	2	7	4	4	5	16	0	1	6	9	Dutch	



