Swansea Poverty Truth Commission (SPTC)
Putting Lived Experience at the Heart of Poverty Solutions

Introduction

The Swansea Poverty Truth Commission (SPTC) is a trailblazing and transformative effort dedicated to tackling and eventually conquering the difficult issue of poverty in the Swansea area. The primary principle underlying this commission is the recognition that those directly impacted by poverty must play a prominent part in the decision-making processes that create policies and actions aimed at breaking the grip of poverty on our community.
 Lived Experience as a Change Catalyst

SPTC believes that lived experience is a vital motivator for transformation. It aims to develop and maintain safe spaces in which people who have experienced poverty directly can share their personal stories, form meaningful connections with one another, and actively interact with powerful decision-makers in the local community. This approach is based on the belief that because these people have negotiated the intricate web of poverty's problems, they have a unique and profound understanding of the issues they face and the solutions that are required. The committee recognises the often-overlooked fact that people who have experienced poverty are active agents of change with a wealth of expertise, resilience, and determination. Their personal stories provide powerful narratives that go beyond statistics and reports, providing a voice and a face to the complex realities of poverty. SPTC's commitment to highlighting the voices of individuals who have experienced the hardships of poverty aims to dispel the prevalent prejudices and misconceptions about this deeply ingrained societal issue. Instead of relying simply on top-down approaches to poverty reduction, the commission recognises that meaningful and long-term solutions must be co-created with those most impacted. SPTC forges a collaborative relationship where empathy, understanding, and shared responsibility become driving factors for change by offering a platform for individuals to tell their stories and engage in constructive dialogues with decision-makers. These individuals' lived experiences serve as a compelling reminder of the critical need for comprehensive and equitable methods to address poverty's core causes and manifestations. In a world where poverty is frequently a faceless statistic, SPTC's method gives data a human face, basing the struggle against poverty in the real lives of real people. The Swansea community is moving beyond simply acknowledging the existence of poverty to a place where lived experience serves as a guiding light towards inventive, sympathetic, and successful solutions through this transformative effort. 
Impact and Launch

In the midst of extraordinary challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, the Swansea Poverty Truth Commission (SPTC) set out on a journey to effect long-term change and challenge the poverty narrative. The successful opening of the commission in October 2022 at Swansea University's iconic Taliesin Arts Centre represented a significant milestone.
The launch event was nothing short of transformative, laying the groundwork for a collaborative effort that would bring together people who have lived through poverty and prominent decision-makers from many sectors, including Civic and Business Commissioners. Despite the pandemic's setbacks, the launch event served as a monument to everyone involved unrelenting dedication. 
The Power of Lived Experience: Courageous Testimonies
The riveting and passionate testimonies presented by eleven Community Commissioners were key to the inaugural event. These people, each with their own narrative of strength and suffering, bravely revealed their lived experiences of poverty. Their experiences moved the audience deeply, transcending statistics and reports to communicate the terrible realities of life at the bottom of the food chain.
These testimonies were more than just recitations of difficulties; they were dynamic narratives that gave voice to the voiceless and shed light on the human face of poverty. They provided a sobering reminder that behind every statistic is a person with goals, plans, and aspirations whose life has been significantly damaged by poverty. 
Unveiling Multifaceted Challenges Through Artistic Expressions

The SPTC launch event provided a venue for artistic expression, adding a distinct and fascinating layer to the evening. Poetry, rap, storytelling, and live performances were used to highlight the numerous issues that people living in poverty face. These innovative expressions go beyond standard communication limitations, triggering emotions, empathy, and understanding in the listener. The key topics that emerged from these artistic representations covered a wide range of poverty-related issues. Housing insecurity, a lack of access to adequate food and fuel, limited opportunities for personal and professional growth, questions of identity and self-worth, barriers to accessing critical support systems, poverty's isolation, and the long-term impact on physical and mental well-being were all vividly illuminated. The SPTC inaugural event demonstrated, via art and storytelling, that poverty is a complicated tapestry of interconnected difficulties. The stories and performances enabled the audience to see the world through the eyes of individuals who had experienced poverty, building empathy and a strong sense of shared duty.

In essence, the SPTC launch event was more than just a start; it was a rallying cry. It demonstrated how, by amplifying the voices of those with lived experience via art and storytelling, a great momentum for change is unleashed. The event sparked a deeper awareness of poverty, challenged preconceptions, and ignited a common commitment to fight towards a Swansea where no one is poor. As the commission moves forward, it is confident that the influence of this event will be felt throughout the community, pointing the way to imaginative and compassionate solutions to poverty's core causes and effects. The bravery of those who told their stories is a lasting tribute to the human spirit's resiliency and the prospect of a brighter, more fair future.
A Call to Action

The Swansea Poverty Truth Commission is not merely an endeavour to highlight the problem of poverty; it is a call to action. It underscores the importance of recognizing individuals with lived experience as experts by experience. Their perspectives, insights, and resilience should be celebrated and integrated into the creation of policies and strategies aimed at eradicating poverty.
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The Swansea Poverty Truth Commission (SPTC) is a trailblazing
and transformative effort dedicated to tackling and eventually
conquering the difficult issue of poverty in the Swansea area. The
primary principle underlying this commission is the recognition that
those directly impacted by poverty must play a prominent part in the
decision-making processes that create policies and actions aimed at
breaking the grip of poverty on our community. alla
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IMPACT AND LAUNCH

In the midst of extraordinary challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, the Swansea Poverty Truth
Commission (SPTC) set out on a journey to effect long-term change and challenge the poverty narrative.
The successful opening of the commission in October 2022 at Swansea University's iconic Taliesin Arts
Centre represented a significant milestone.

The launch event was nothing short of transformative, laying the groundwork for a collaborative effort
that would bring together people who have lived through poverty and prominent decision-makers from
many sectors, including Civic and Business Commissioners. Despite the pandemic's setbacks, the
launch event served as a monument to everyone involved unrelenting dedication.

The Power of Lived Experience: Courageous Testimonies

The riveting and passionate testimonies presented by eleven Community Commissioners were key to
the inaugural event. These people, each with their own narrative of strength and suffering, bravely
revealed their lived experiences of poverty. Their experiences moved the audience deeply, transcending
statistics and reports to communicate the terrible realities of life at the bottom of the food chain.

These testimonies were more than just recitations of difficulties; they were dynamic narratives that gave
voice to the voiceless and shed light on the human face of poverty. They provided a sobering reminder
that behind every statistic is a person with goals, plans, and aspirations whose life has been significantly
damaged by poverty.

The SPTC launch event provided a venue for artistic expression, adding a distinct and fascinating layer
to the evening. Poetry, rap, storytelling, and live performances were used to highlight the numerous
issues that people living in poverty face. These innovative expressions go beyond standard
communication limitations, triggering emotions, empathy, and understanding in the listener. The key
topics that emerged from these artistic representations covered a wide range of poverty-related issues.
Housing insecurity, a lack of access to adequate food and fuel, limited opportunities for personal and
professional growth, questions of identity and self-worth, barriers to accessing critical support systems,
poverty's isolation, and the long-term impact on physical and mental well-being were all vividly
illuminated. The SPTC inaugural event demonstrated, via art and storytelling, that poverty is a
complicated tapestry of interconnected difficulties. The stories and performances enabled the audience
to see the world through the eyes of individuals who had experienced poverty, building empathy and a
strong sense of shared duty.

In essence, the SPTC launch event was more than just a start; it was a rallying cry. It
demonstrated how, by amplifying the voices of those with lived experience via art
and storytelling, a great momentum for change is unleashed. The event sparked a
deeper awareness of poverty, challenged preconceptions, and ignited a common
commitment to fight towards a Swansea where no one is poor. As the commission
moves forward, it is confident that the influence of this event will be felt throughout
the community, pointing the way to imaginative and compassionate solutions to
poverty's core causes and effects. The bravery of those who told their stories is a
lasting tribute to the human spirit's resiliency and the prospect of a brighter, more fair
future.

The Swansea Poverty Truth Commission is not merely an endeavour to highlight the
problem of poverty; it is a call to action. It underscores the importance of recognizing
individuals with lived experience as experts by experience. Their perspectives,
insights, and resilience should be celebrated and integrated into the creation of
policies and strategies aimed at eradicating poverty.




