This essay will cover the horrifying major incident that occurred in north Kensington, London. Exploring and critically analysing the how various media outlets covered the societal issues that surrounds the blaze that ripped through 24 storey tower block, leaving hundreds of underprivileged lower class families homeless. Focusing on how media has been used as a platform voicing the anger behind the poverty of social housing victims fighting for justice enforced by local communities coming together, how celebrities and individuals in the public eye used the media to their advantage in a positive way to promote emergency appeals and charitable funds. Media outlets also showed the negativity and anger aimed towards the prime minister’s untimely response to the crisis after complaints of safety issues during the 2005 renovation. 
Media outlets covered this incident like they cover world events daily. The news coverage started from the moment the fire broke out, the filming of the blaze itself which lasted just over 60 hours, the stories from the heroic emergency services who worked through the night until they were exhausted, to the devastation that was left behind where people were left mourning for the loss of loved ones and who were homeless with no possessions but the clothes they had on there back. Catastrophic negative events like Grenfell tower events score extremely high on the news worthiness criteria and receive a massive newspaper and television coverage. The media hand picks events for reporting depending on the news worthiness of the event. (fowler, 1991) suggests this criterion which are probably more or less unconscious in editorial practice, are referred to by students of the media as ‘news values’ and are said to perform a gatekeeping role. More likely a story will be reported depends on how satisfying the event is by filtering and restricting news. The clear majority of world events are not reported due to not being news worthy, this selection only gives a limited view of the world or seen through a positive or negative lens. (Press, Williams, 2007) Biased ideology or known as hegemony suggests that the news media only presents us with an extremely narrow view of world with benefits the interests of the more dominant class. Every newspaper reports differently each having their own agenda with different content and presentation. For example, if there was a massive crop failure by weather damage compared to a massive lottery win. The Times may report the shortage on crops but The Mirror almost defiantly not, but The Mirror would report the big lottery win whereas The Times wouldn’t.
The impact of the fire has destroyed many lives of the families who lived in Grenfell tower leaving most them in a state of poverty. The tower and residents already confirmed ‘to be situated in one of the most deprived areas in England’ whilst ‘The borough is among London’s most unequal, with extreme poverty and wealth living side by side’ reported by (The Guardian, 2017). Therefore, with this disaster leaving so many families homeless, the media has been used in a way to become the platform of voice for victims such celebrities using their status highlighting the negligence of these tenants in social housing. The (Independent, 2017) released an article of Kingslee James Daley, better known by the stage name Akela, who is a rapper, poet, and political activist speaking out over the fire and said, "The people who died and lost their homes - this happened to them because they are poor.” Much anger surrounding the fact that the people affected by this tragedy that could have been avoided are poor and from lower classed families is voiced in the (Incite Journal, 2017) ‘the most disadvantaged in our society suffer most from the mistakes of the most powerful.’ The newly renovated building was finished being refurbed in 2016 had several safety concerns about the cladding that was added to the front of the building for cosmetics reasons. (Incite Journal, 2017) ‘The changes made were purely cosmetic, with the aluminium and polyethylene panels installed not being fire resistant and being put up so the wealthy people in the borough did not have their views ruined by an unattractive building.’ The residents that lived in Grenfell tower had raised concerns about the fire alarms and no sprinklers in the building as well as concerns for the fire evacuation procedure. Fire safety advice was to stay put unless the fire was affecting their own flat (BBC News,2017).
Celebrities such as Lilly Allen, Jeremy Clarkson and Scarlett Moffatt used multiple sources of positive media to attract attention to the charitable side of the public. (HuffPost, 2017) Reported on the famous names who used their social media accounts with millions of viewers and followers to raise awareness to the world with multiple help points which accept donations for clothes, food, toys and sanitary products for the victims who lost all their belongings. Alongside multiple superstars appearing at the scene of devastation to get involved in the chaos such as singers Adele and Rita Ora, (Daily Mail,2017) headlined an article ‘she was hugging everyone to comfort them’: Emotional Adele is lauded by fans as she makes low-key appearance at scene of tragic Grenfell Tower less than 24 hours after fatal fire’. The same article shows a video of Rita Ora amongst the local communities sorting through donated items and distributing much needed items to victims. Reported in the article, (Daily Mail, 2017) showing how many of these celebrities have emotional ties to this area and just want to help, Rita Ora said ‘my prayers are with everybody involved my heart is beating so fast. I used to play in that block – I want to do all I can do to help.’ Other celebrities got involved in raising money with Simon Cowell, (Mirror, 2017) Released an articled with the headline boldly announcing, ‘Simon Cowell’s star-studded Grenfell tower charity single, bridge over troubled water, is released.’ With more than 50 artists involved in aid of those affected by the tragedy. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The media coverage used in the heart-breaking story was used to the advantage of the victims enabling them to voice the angers and frustrations towards people in higher power such as the local council who didn’t listen to the fire safety concerns they had, the anger towards the untimely response from the prime minister Theresa may. Former conservative minister Michael Portillo told (BBC News, 2017) she should have been prepared to face resident’s anger “Alas Mrs May was what she has been for the last five or six weeks, that is to say she wanted an entirely controlled situation in which she didn’t use her humanity.” The news media released much of the criticism Theresa May received over the way the prime minster dealt with the Grenfell Tower Incident including the very famous Stormzy attack towards her on the very popular live television show, MTV awards. (The Guardian, 2018) The south London MC Stormzy, fresh from winning two of the biggest awards at the 2018 Brits, delivered a furious attack on Theresa May in a show-closing freestyle. The music legend who used the stage, his microphone and the mass amount of public who was tuning into the live television broadcast to gain the attention of the prime minister performed a live rap asking where the money was Grenfell tower. The use of the language is seen to be real talk, from the London area where the fire happened from a superstar who grew up in the same unprivileged area. Downing street did release a response to the attack to the media, (The Guardian, 2018) No 10 said £58.29m had been provided by the government so far in the aftermath of the fire, though the total sum was what had been committed, rather than what had been spent so far. To watch the clip of this furious attack follow the link below.
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2018/feb/21/stormzy-asks-may-wheres-the-money-for-grenfell-at-brit-awards
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