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 Nowadays technology is a part of our lives, at least part of many people's lives as around 5 billion people have smartphones according to an article wrote by Kyle Taylor and Laura Silver at pewglobal.org ( 2019 )1. As such an impressive number is present for smartphone ownership, the natural assumption would be that computer ownership has also grown a lot compared to maybe 10 years ago but according to a survey created in the U.S.  by Pew Research Centre2, the computer ownership has dropped from 2010 to 2015, from an ownership rate of 88% of adults owning a PC to 78% and that's mainly because the smartphone technology has evolved significantly so, in consequence, there are now fewer reasons for why would you need a laptop or PC. 
 But as these numbers grew so much, so did the informations we have access to, the information we need to stock ourselves and because taking photographies is now so easy and the photos have a great quality compared to what an old camera can do, we no longer think twice before taking a picture so we end up having thousands of photos on our phones but many of those photos are also important to us so we must find a way to store them, keep them secure so we won't lose them and also to find a way to share these pictures and access them at any time as we might lose a physical phone or just replace it with a new one. 
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And this is going to be our topic today, more precisely topics as we will speak about three important factors; online storage, effective use of social media and online professional presence. 
 What is online storage? What is Cloud storage or Dropbox? What is a backup? These are questions we're going to answer in the next paragraphs to come and we'll see how effective they are, how safe and flexible they are to access. We're going to evaluate to good and bad parts of it and see if getting involved in such activities can be useful to us or not. 

Now, what does it mean to use social media in an effective way? Nowadays some might consider that if you don't have a Facebook profile you don't exist and while this is obviously an exaggerated statement, it definitely has some sort of truth in it as more than 2 billion people have a Facebook account and more than 1 billion people use Facebook daily according to statistics gathered from Facebook Newsroom. 
 But besides using social media for fun, there's also a lot of career potential  that many are already exploiting it and have a better living than many other traditional career paths so following a career in social media is becoming more and more attractive especially to young people but we're going to see what are the options and what sort of engagement you need to put in for such a career and besides that, how can social media help someone who isn't necessarily attracted by technology in general and if there are some downsides to that.  

 And finally, online professional presence. This is a subject related to the previous one as it uses social media as well but we're going to focus more what does it mean to make your business no matter what it is, visible online and how can these platforms help you find clients or promote your services or even help people if your business is an ONG for example. How easy it is to create publicity for your business and to maintain a constant online presence and why is it important to maintain a constant presence.

Online Storage

 "Cloud computing is the on-demand availability of computer system resources, especially data storage and computing power, without direct active management by the user." (Cloud Computing, Wikipedia)3 This is the more technical definition of what cloud computing is but a more easy way to describe it is that a cloud is storing data and programs online, instead of storing them on a computer memory (hard-drive). To use cloud storage one would need basic to intermediate tech skills as it easy an easy process but for a total beginner (ex. an old person just starting to learn how to use a computer) might be harder to learn but definitely not impossible.  Cloud storage is mainly free for a limited amount of data stored (ex. 10 GB limit) and then would require a monthly fee for a bigger amount of storage as the data takes more space and on an online server so therefore cannot be entirely free forever. 
 Cloud storage can be accessed on most devices from mobile phones to computers and as the data is online it can obviously be shared which ads a big pro to why you would want to store your data this way. Many people don't think about it and some would say that they don't need it as they always make sure to take care of their data but there can always be unexpected events that may compromise one's phone, tablet, PC etc so therefore safe storage is important.
 As for the cons, there are not too many in my opinion. We can look at the usual problems that may occur in any sort of online account such as hacking which may or may not happen to you but if you don't own some extremely valuable pieces of information, most likely you're not a target for any serious hackers out there and by setting a strong password and several recovery methods and filling in personal information, it's certain that you will recover your account no matter what. The biggest problem with cloud storage would be losing the access to the internet. As cloud works online, if you do lose acces to the internet you won't be able to acces your storage either but that's a risk we should all asses individually and decide if it's the right thing for us or not. 
 An example of an online cloud storage service it's Dropbox with over 500 million of active users from which 11.5 paid membership users (Trefis Team, 2018)4, is one of the most popular cloud storage choices.
As for the last subject from within this subject, we are talking about backup. Backup means copying physical or digital files or data to another location in case the first option fails or it is compromised. Most smartphones and computer programs have the option of automatic backup so that you won't have to worry about not saving things in time or forgetting completely about them until it's too late and there is nothing else that can be done. Again, a problem that many people worry about is losing their photographies and contacts or even messages and this is exactly what a backup can do, saving those regularly so that we won't have to worry about it. 
 To use the backup option is just as easy as it is using cloud storage as it is quite similar, the difference being that, as I have already mentioned, a backup can be done automatically as were for a cloud storage platform you will have to do it manually.  A con to this method, in some cases, would be a fault that might cause the backup to not work anymore without sending you a notification or hitting the data limit on your secondary location (backup location) and again, not being aware of it. But these issues can usually be avoided by simply checking that everything works properly from time to time (ex. once a week, once a month) and generally, doing a backup is a "life-saver" as some people would put it. 
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Facebook."Facebook, Inc. is an American online social media and social networking service company based in Menlo Park, California. It was founded by Mark Zuckerberg, along with fellow Harvard College students and roommates Eduardo Saverin, Andrew McCollum, Dustin Moskovitz and Chris Hughes. It is considered one of the Big Four technology companies along with Amazon, Apple, and Google." (Wikipedia)5. According to various sources, Facebook's revenue it's worth over 55 billion dollars and over 2.3 billion active users monthly. This says a lot about how big of a company Facebook is so in consequence, how important it is for many people. Even though in the recent years' people started to leave Facebook for Instagram and they still do, now it doesn't really matter any longer as Instagram now also belongs to Facebook and the issues many people had with Facebook are now present on Instagram too. Issues like not enough visibility, bad algorithms that make some people be in the top and others who work a lot and actively try to maintain a page, business profile etc are kept on a low profile despite their efforts. 
 While all these issues affect many people, we still rely on social media platforms such as Facebook and Instagram or even YouTube in order to promote ourselves and our businesses. The easiest way you can find more about let's say a specific restaurant, is through Facebook, by checking reviews from others who have been there or sharing that restaurant's page so that our friends can tell us if it's a good restaurant or not. And businesses rely on this, they count on users sharing their page, events, giveaways so that they get more publicity so that more and more people become aware o their restaurant resulting in having more clients who will also bring more clients.  And by doing this the restaurant's owner can also pay for ads so that his restaurant will be viewed by even more people than before. 
 But besides this marketing side of things we also use social media to keep in touch. Many of us live overseas while our friends and family are far away so we need to keep in touch with them. While we still call them this is not always a cheap option and even if our parents are older that doesn't mean that they can't learn new things. 
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  An online professional presence is important if we want to maximise our business potential and attract as many clients as possible. To create an online business page is easy and quick. We must dedicate time to other details like quality photographies (if that's the case). Quality photos will give a more professional look to our page but we also have to be customer driven, to understand each person's needs and to respond accordingly in a professional but friendly manner.  How much time one has to spend in order to grow a page's following depends from business to business and from person to person, experimenting it's the best option unless you want to hire a professional marketing person who will take care of things.  
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 We spend a lot of time online and it's a problem when we start ignoring people from our lives, events, nature that's happening right before our eyes but ultimately the choice is ours and while many people nowadays need a smartphone and/or computer for work, we can try to minimise the time we spend online in our free time. We can try to find better activities that we can do or at least to spend that online time by looking for things that will help us grow and improve. Tutorials, books, physical tools, groups of people who are doing similar things and can help us by sharing their own stories and experiences. There are people who love to travel and they are able to do it but they don't like going by themselves, there are hundreds of groups and websites for such people who are looking for travelling buddies.
 Technology is not the devil, it's a human creation that we are lucky enough to take advantage off but we must remain aware of life and hold accountable the big corporations which try to manipulate and take as much money as possible. We have a very useful tool in our hands and without it, our lives wouldn't be this exciting and we would not have so many opportunities. It's just a matter of awareness and action. The choice is ours.
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