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The feud between archaeologists and metal detecting has been debated for the last forty years. It was not until a certain parliamentary Act passed to enable a Hobbie and a profession to work together to protect our heritage and history. Both being disciplines of the modern day understanding of humanities it seems only natural that the two passionate subjects in question would fit side by side when working together. Since by working together, a single amateur detectorist find, may lead to an archaeological excavation, helping us understand our ancient civilization and a lost world never known before. It has been 27 years since the treasure act (1998) came into force, but has it benefited archaeology.
For archaeologists the truth lies deep beneath the ground. The stories buried beneath are far more important than the ones found weighed in as treasure found by a metal detectorist. For archaeologists it’s not about written history or the artifact itself, it’s about discovering the past behind that artifact often reshaping and even rewriting our past. 
 Archaeology has been at the forefront of discovery since the Middle Ages when the first known archaeological search was for Christ himself. Empress Alaina unearthed the holy tunic of Christ. (BBC, 2013) Uncovered over 1500 years it is now a relic of the lord that people all over the world come to worship in the cathedral of trier in Germany. (Mia, 2025) 
 Metal detecting can be traced to the last quarter of the 19th century. One of the first metal detectors was invented in 1881 by Alexandra Graham bell and Gerhard Fischar. (Moore, 2021) Fischar developed a portable detector in 1931.It wasn’t until the 1970’s that archaeologists began to question the practices of the metal detectorists. Science was improving and with it came new technology in the form of a new high frequency metal detector invented by Charles Garrett (Moore, 2021)
During the 70’s ‘treasure hunters’ metal detectorists, scoured the landscapes in search of treasure, often to earn some money. Artifacts from our lost past were turning up in pawn shops all over the U.K. (Discovermetaldetecting.co.uk, 2024)
 Archaeologists argued that these artifacts should belong in a museum and shared with the public, but the biggest argument was that uncontrolled metal detecting was removing artifacts from their archaeological context and find spots. 
Archaeologist Tony Gregory from the nation’s favourite archaeologist series, ‘Time Team’, ran courses in 1974 from Norwich Castle. These courses were run working with metal detectorists to better their knowledge of how to excavate an artifact correctly without damaging the soil or the artifact. (Bing, 2025) It was hoped that both could work together.
 This initiative failed and the treasure hunting continued to grow at a rapid speed, until Archaeologists began the stop campaign. This was formed by a group of campaigners, all professional archaeologists of the day, and the British council for Archaeology. The campaign was launched in March 1980- to ban all metal detectors in the U.K(stop taking our past). [Accessed 11 Oct. 2025].
[bookmark: _Hlk211112584]All political parties declined to participate. They offered no assistance or advice on where or how to move on with the debate in the future (The National Council for Metal Detecting (NCMD) Report on Metal Detecting in, 2024) This can be seen as a political view with one side being biased towards metal detectorists. Treasure found is sold for a substational amount. Archaeologists have argued in the past that the money for the treasure could go towards an excavation from where the treasure was found. (Discovermetaldetecting.co.uk, 2024)
It wasn’t until an act of parliament the Treasure Act (1998) and the portable antiquities scheme (PAS) (1997) came into force. (Wikipedia Contributors, 2024) This was a big win for the Archaeologists as it now became a crime not to report the artifacts they found. This enabled both sides to work with each other. 
 The Act covered objects 300 years and older, coins of metallic content and 2 or more from the same find being at least 300 years old. The finds must be reported within 14 days to the local liaison officer. (The British Museum, n.d.)
In 2023 the act was amended with any prehistoric finds qualifying as treasure and the qualifying period was reduced from 300 to 200 years and older. The (PAS) covered everything else such as the reporting of small finds and items with no metallic content, Prehistoric and non-prehistoric finds. This wasn’t seen as a fair system by many, so night hawking, detectorists that go in search for treasure in the night to avoid reporting their find spots continued. For Archaeologists the pros of the Act were that now artifacts were preserved in a museum for the public to enjoy, and the preservation of Archaeological sites was enabled. [Accessed 11 Oct. 2025].
The Melsonby Hoard shows a huge example on how the act has benefited Archaeology (Durham University 2025) The find was reported under the Treasure Act (1998) allowing archaeologists funding for excavation. The excavation unearthed over 900 artifacts making it the largest iron age hoard found in Britain. The finds included both iron age and Mediterranean elaborate pony harnesses, ornaments and cauldrons. The excavation revealed new evidence of how our iron age ancestors collaborated with Europe and the roman world.  (Durham University and Durham University, 2025)
 Due to this significant find By Peter Hoard and the reporting of such a find under the Act the finds are now held in the Yorkshire Museum, enabled by a public fundraising campaign and grant from the National Heritage Lottery fund. The benefit For Archaeologists came in the form of new evidence of how our iron age ancestors connected with the world as it existed in their time. (Durham University and Durham University, 2025)
The British museum holds the database of the number of treasures found through the reporting of them by metal detectorists. This includes all finds large and small down to medieval dresses, accessories of all ages, wooden artifacts and prehistoric flint. The first record was made in 1998 just after the Treasure Act (1998(came into force. In 2022, 1,377 finds were reported under the act making 2022 the best year for reports to date. The contribution to archaeology can be measured by the numbers reported under the Treasure Act over the years. This reached half a million by 2010 and a million by 2014. 2020 seen one and half million and by 2023 a further 1,358 (Museum, Street and T: +4420 73238618, n.d.)
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