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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


 
The Children Act 2004 (CA) remains the principal piece of legislation when safeguarding and promoting the wellbeing of children in Wales. Following the implementation of the Social Services and Wellbeing Wales Act (2014) (SSWBA) part three of the CA has been replaced in Wales by part three, four (assessing and meeting needs of care and support) and six (looked after children) SSWBA. Consideration of the United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child (1989) must also be considered. 

Section 28 of the CA (2004) places a duty on local authorities to ensure their functions have regard to the safeguarding and wellbeing of children. 

Part 47 (1) CA places a duty on local authorities to make enquiries to decide whether action is required to safeguard children. 
Part 7 (130) SSWBA (2014) defines a child at risk to be a child who:
(a) Is experiencing or who is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm and
(b) Has needs for care and support whether or not the local authority is meeting the needs.
When a child is reported under section 130 of the SSWBA the local authority must consider whether an investigation is required under s47 of the CA (2004). Section 47 CA requires a local authority to make enquiries should there be reasonable cause to suspect a child is at risk. 
Safeguarding guidance under the SSWBA are set out in the seven volumes of statutory guidance “Working together to safeguard people” (2014) with the safeguarding children guidance being in volume 5 further guidance can be found in the all Wales safeguarding procedures (2020). 

The five categories of a child being at risk of abuse, neglect or harm are: Physical, Emotional or Psychological, Sexual, Financial or neglect and should be recorded under one or more of the categories at a child protection conference (Working together to safeguard people, 2014). There is also the consideration of modern slavery, female genital mutilation, financial abuse, criminal exploitation and radicalisation. Signs of physical abuse can include injuries to the face, ears, genitals, abdomen and upper forearms. Signs of emotional abuse may include signs of distress, eating disorder, sudden speech disorders and lack of confidence. Some signs of sexual abuse may include, bruising to the thigh’s buttocks or upper arms, difficulty walking or sitting, sudden change in behaviour, displays of affections which may not be age appropriate or sexual. 

Social care institute for excellence (2019) details an extensive list of indicators of each category of abuse however advises practitioners that an indicator of abuse is not evidence that abuse is taking place, and that further assessments and factors need to be considered.  

A child centred approach is fundamental principle within safeguarding children as stated in part 2 6 (2) SSWBA (2014). to maintain a child centred approach the child must be seen and spoken to, find out about the child’s daily lived experience, establishing what the child would like to change within their lives and ensuring their wishes do not override the safeguarding interests. Further to this early help and intervention is said to improve the outcomes of children and may even prevent escalation to a statutory service due to the likelihood of significant harm being reduced (Applewood 2021). Early help and prevention are also a key component of the SSWBA (2014). 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work.

In respect of safeguarding adults and children at risk, there are similarities in terms of the legislation in relation to duty to report an adult or child at risk. The local authority and partner agencies have a duty under legislation to report and respond to concerns in relation to children or adults at risk of abuse, harm or neglect. 
The Social services and wellbeing Wales act (2014) (SSWBA) has changed the terminology used in terms of the child a “child in need” is now a “child at risk” and in terms of adults “vulnerable adult” has changed to an “adult at risk”. The change in terminology within the SSWBA is to enable early intervention in line with the core principles of the SSWBA (Public Health Wales 2016).

Following Lord Laming report into the death of Victoria Climbie in 2004, local safeguarding children’s boards were set up in Wales and England, the role of the boards was to ensure there was accountability for children within the child protection process (Department for children schools and families, 2009). Following the implementation of the SSWBA section 134 introduced both children’s and adult boards in Wales furthermore in some areas these boards are joined.  

Part 7 SSWBA (2014) refers to an adult at risk as an adult who, a, is experiencing or at risk of abuse or neglect, b, has needs for care and support, and c, as a result of those needs is unable to protect themselves against the abuse or neglect or the risk of it. A child at risk is defined as a child who, a, is experiencing or at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm and b, has needs for care and support. The difference in the definition is that an adult at risk is defined as an adult who due to care and support needs is unable to protect themselves from abuse or neglect. 

The key difference in safeguarding adults and children at risk is that an adult at risk of abuse or neglect can make decisions on what and if any action should be taken and subsequently decline intervention, however a child under the age of 16 is unable to make decisions in relation to the care and support required in order to protect themselves from abuse or neglect. consideration under the Mental Capacity Act (2005) (MCA) would need to be taken as to whether the adult has capacity to make the specific decision required and if so, can choose not to engage in the safeguarding process.  The Mental Capacity Act (2005) explains that people have the right to make unwise decisions and should not be deemed as lacking capacity due to the unwise decisions made. 
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