Using the pupil profile given, identify how specific aspects of the child’s holistic development could be met within an educational setting. Underpin this with references to relevant theories, research and examples of excellent practice. 
Within child development it is fundamental that the holistic needs of a child are thoroughly examined and considered within all areas of learning and advancement. The term ‘holistic approach’ within child development can be defined as the consideration of the whole child as opposed to assessing individual elements of the child’s internal and external processes (Webster,M. not known). Moreover, Doherty and Hughes, (2014, p. 5-6) suggest that it’s of great importance that all teachers and early years practitioners be alert to complicated processes and surrounding aspects within their work that impact the ways in which children acquire knowledge and interact with others. Therefore, if a teacher breaches their professional responsibility and is uneducated on the rapid development of children, early detection of additional learning needs can be missed which may result within the child receiving insufficient support to reach fulfilled potential. Furthermore, “Teachers who understand child development can also play a crucial role in promoting parent’s awareness of their children’s developmental progress” (360, 2023 , para 10). Theorists such as Vygotsky agree with the approach of teachers being fully understanding of a child’s development as he suggests children are in need of a more knowledgeable other (MKO) during early years development in order to progress adequately, although the MKO is not needed to soley be a teacher, their professional knowledge regarding the stages of development could be greatly used to benefit the needs and progress of a child (By et al., 2023 , para 3).
When focusing on cognitive development the key focal point surrounds the way in which children internally process information and explore, “It is the development of knowledge, skills, problem solving and dispositions, which help children to think about and understand the world around them. Brain development is part of cognitive development” (Help me grow. not known , para 1). Carrying on from this, within Ella’s profile there are numerous abilities listed that she is able and unable to do (see appendix 1). Regarding Ella’s cognitive development it is noted within her profile that she struggles to be separated from her mother each morning, this could indicate a lack of development within her cognitive stage. Piaget suggests that children’s cognitive development is dependent on age, he states within his theory that if a child has not yet passed through a certain developmental stage, they will be unable to understand or learn 
particular skills and information (Kendra Cherry, 2023). According to Piaget's theory Ella would be within the preoperational stage of cognitive development (2-7 years old) and should have learnt the understanding of object permeance within the sensorimotor stage, which takes place between the ages of birth to two years old (Kendra Cherry, 2023 , para 3). This pathway of thinking leads us to believe that Ella is finding difficulty within understanding new tasks and
information due to her poor development within the sensorimotor stage. This could’ve been caused by excessive rote learning within younger developmental years which disallowed her to build upon existing assimilated schemas in order to accommodate already existing information (Tan et al., 2017 , cited Nickerson, 2023, para 2). Within cognitive development a key focal area that is often used and referred to is the constructivism learning theory. This theory allows teachers to ensure their learners have a deep understanding of information and skills that are being taught (Embracing the learning theory: Constructivism , 2023). Cognitive constructivism focuses closely on the fact that children should be learning appropriate information based upon their development stage, although Piaget suggests development is age based, he also states that children will pass through these stages at different rates. Therefore, when children are taught in depth and are able to create their own unique understanding of the world, they make connections from existing knowledge to new information and can reason between the two (Western Governors University, 2020 , para 4). Consequently, in regards to Ellas separation anxiety each morning from her mother, it is gathered that the constructivism theory was not implemented within her sensorimotor stage and therefore she lacks understanding regarding object permanence. Therefore, Ellas’s next steps within terms of development regard the broadening of her already existing sensorimotor stage, and enhancing her understanding of object permanence such as, they still exist even when they cannot be seen. This will allow her to feel at ease in the mornings and less anxious when her mother leaves her in school, which may benefit Ellas overall academic development. It’s vital that she is allowed to develop her own understanding through activities and experiences that aid her development (MD, 2023). Teachers can aid Ella within this area of her cognitive development by encouraging her mother to play games of ‘peek a boo’ to help her understand the concept of object permanence. As well as this, teachers within the classroom could organise scavenger hunts which can also be an effective way of helping Ella understand objects do exist despite them not being physically
visible to her (Kendra Cherry, 2023). Moreover, within my bridging experience I observed many creative ways that could aid Ella within her cognitive development as well as allowing her to build upon her schemas regarding object permanence. One strategy included FP provision including ‘ICE challenges’, these challenges incorporate continuous provision such as learning about a particular topic and enhanced provision such as adding a resource to allow children to explore independently, with peers and receive support from teachers (School A). An example of an ICE challenge that could benefit Ella’s undeveloped awareness surrounding object permeance could include, learning about the outdoors (continuous) and adding an outdoors activity of digging to find objects (enhanced), this would allow Ella to realise that objects do exist beyond her interactions with them. However in contrast to Piaget's theory which embraces the fact of children’s learning stemming from internal cognitive processes, the perspective of Vygotsky disagrees and states that children learn from their interactions and environments. Suggesting children fill their zone of proximal development (ZPD) with the help of a more knowledgeable other (MKO), therefore stating the impact of external factors (Taylor, 2019).

Furthermore, the second aspect of Ellas development includes her overall social development. Within Ellas profile it has been stated that she plays silently alongside her peers within the role 
[bookmark: _Int_LZUr1ApG]play area and will rarely initiate talk but will respond (see appendix 1). Ellas lack of social skills may be due to the fact that she has limited rich peer interactions as a result of her not openly socialising. This leads us to believe that Ellas main source of interaction is her mother. Therefore, Ella is not developing vital social competencies which could be factoring her restriction within interactions with other children (Crowley, 2014 , p. 157). Furthermore, within the Welsh Government ‘Learning to Talk, Ages and Stages’ pack (see appendix 2) it presents ages 6 months to 5 years as well as the development of language and social skills. The
information states at four years the average child should be asking many questions however, within Ellas profile it states how she is reluctant to initiate talk (Welsh government, 2021). Therefore, there is a slight indication that Ellas social development needs support and improvement. Essentially, Ellas next steps within her social development include building her
confidence and encouraging more social interactions with her peers to aid her within this area of development. Therefore, in order to implement this, teachers working with Ella could use
teacher led (role) play to provide Ella with a safe space to learn social skills through play after observing her teachers within this scenario. Bandura supports this way of learning as he believes children will imitate from those they admire and see as role models, as well as the basis of his theory surrounding the fact that “behaviour is learnt from the environment through observational learning” (Blessings et al., 2023). Therefore, Ella observing her teacher participating within role play activities with other children should allow her to imitate the behaviour and build upon her social interactions with peers. Bandura states that there are four elements within the social learning theory that need to be carried out in order for the child to
imitate the wanted behaviour, these elements include ‘attention, repetition, reproduction and motivation’ (Blessings et al., 2023). Therefore, the teacher within the classroom should ensure that Ella is paying attention as well as repeating the activity more than once, this will allow Ella to part take within the role play and have the motivation to continue after potentially making closer bonds with peers as a result. Nevertheless, Mikulincer and Shaver (2007, quoted in Maynard and Thomas, 2009, p. 82) state that encouraging and positive experiences enable a child to feel as a “competent member of society and this promotes their ability to interact successfully with peers throughout their childhood”, therefore Ellas teachers and mother must ensure they are making every effort to create positive social experiences for Ella to allow her to continue these interactions and promote her social development. Moreover, although Bandura’s approach has been proven effective, biological theorists take a different approach. The biological approach seeks to explain how all behaviour is due to genetic and biochemical processes, it therefore neglects the perspective of environmental factors or conditioning as it focuses on the fact of genetics and the brain influencing all behaviour (Mcload et al., 2023). Furthermore, within my bridging experience I observed classes using the strategy of praise and positive responses. This was done through a pupil becoming ‘class VIP’ each week, which allowed the child to feel recognised and motivate them to continue their behaviour (School A). This could aid Ella within her social development as it may allow her to feel commended for interacting with pupils as well as giving her a status within the classroom which could build her confidence and encourage her to initiate talk with her peers as opposed to only responding.

Moreover, the third aspect of Ellas development refers to her overall emotional development. Within Ellas profile it states that she uses gestures to communicate her needs however, can be very reluctant to do so (see appendix 1). This information about Ella can indicate to us that she has not developed fully regarding her emotional competency and is therefore struggling to express her needs to those around her. Emotional development aids children into having a
[bookmark: _Int_yJ0qJqlY]positive outlook of themselves as well as respect for others and building upon social skills, therefore emotional wellbeing and positive attitude to learning is vital within early years education (Personal, social and emotional development in early years , not known). Ellas lack of social development can also explain her not consistently showing care and respect for others, therefore it is vital she is supported to build upon this area. Furthermore, Ellas next steps to improve her emotional aspect of development would include teachers encouraging and showing her the importance of clearly expressing her needs through words rather than gestures. An approach for teachers within this area could include the use of picture cards. Picture cards with displayed emotions can allow Ella to understand what emotion she is feeling and learn to verbalise that to her teachers. With empathetic and understanding adults around her Ella will realise her feelings are acceptable and safe to have, this reassurance will allow 
continuous improvement regarding her communication and confidence within this area. Aswell as this, the inability to express emotions can be an indication of autism therefore, teachers should regulate Ellas understanding and take the necessary steps if this issue progresses (Waddicor, 2023, para 8). As well as picture card use, Lego block therapy can also be an effective way of calming children and placing them in a safe environment to discuss their feelings and emotions that day, this can allow teachers to do 1:1 check ins and ensure the child is thriving inside and outside of school (Structural learning, 2023). Moreover, Bronfenbrenner's ecological system theory supports the strategy of teachers assessing the child’s holistic needs through verbal expression as his study surrounds the fact that there are many influences and aspects to a child’s development (The education people, 2021). Bronfenbrenner labelled different aspects of the child’s environment that would influence development (see appendix 3). Ellas microsystem includes her intimate influences such as school and her mother, consequently the way she responds to these influences have an impact. Therefore, it is vital that teachers understand Ellas emotions and needs in order to detect any abnormalities within her outside experiences that could be reasoned for her delayed emotional development. However, Bronfenbrenner's theory has been faced with some criticisms such as the need for a chronosystem, the theory was later revised and this layer was added. The chronosystem states how time can influence the impact of an event on an individual (Structural learning, 2023). Finally, within my bridging days I observed the use of ELSA’S (emotional literacy support assistant’s). Support assistant’s work 1:1 with children completing activities such as Lego therapy in order for children to feel safe and able to communicate their needs and feelings, this strategy works well with children who are introverted or easily over stimulated as it enables them to have the undivided attention of a trusting and understanding adult (school A). 
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A\ Ellas 4 and has been in the Reception classfor § months.

The Class Teacher is becoming increasingly concerned because even though she attended
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« She has not yet established a definite hand preference and can't imitate zig
g lines
« Ella plays silently alongside her peers in the role play area
She occasionally speaks in sentences of five to six words
Ella is able to recall parts of a story
Ellais unable to tell a short story i full

Mathematical Development
«Ella can be persuaded to build a tower of bricks and tolerates an adult
counting these alongside her
« Ella doesn't as yet appear interested i sorting, matching, playing or joining in
with counting games and rhymes
She is not able to point to and count over ten objects accurately
Ella is developing her understanding of time and can tell an adult what
happened yesterday and what is going to happen in the future
« She uses spatial awareness to put puzzles together
Welsh Language Development
Ella appears to understand that ‘Bore da’ is a greeting
« Ella doesn't appear to understand that ‘Bore Da' is 3 greeting in a language
different from her own
Knowledge and Understanding of the World
« Ella can name some simple objects - such as doggy
o Ela rarely intiates interaction with adults to tell them about something she
has seen
« Ellais aware of different gender
«She understands the use of common household objects
Physical Development
«She can come up and down steps, two feet to a step, holding on to an adult’s
hand
Ella can't hop on one foot consistently
Ella can appear somewhat unsteady on her feet and needs adult supervision
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 She can throw a ball overhand
« Ellais unable to catch a bounced ball
Creative Development
Ella appears to enjoy listening to rhymes
She knows the difference between fantasy and reality
Ella plays "pretend” which is becoming increasingly inventive
Ella doesn't join in with singing
She will bang on a musical instrument at singing time
She can be reluctant to join in with some ‘messy” activities
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