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In the last two years, the Dangerous Dogs Act seen the addition of the XL Bully to the list of prohibited breeds in the UK due to the number of dog related incidents and attacks involving the XL Bully. They were added as an attempt to increase public safety. This study titled “Assessing the impact of Breed Specific Legislation: The case of XL Bullies and banned breeds” explores the history of the legislation, the impact the legislation has and the effectiveness of the legislation surrounding banned breeds. 
Through examination of primary research by conducting two surveys: one of which was disseminated by different members of law enforcement and the other by members of the public, this has highlighted different perspectives of the legislation, the impact the legislation has and how effective the legislation is. The findings reveal significant similarities and differences in opinion and how each are impacted by the legislation. 
This work contributes to the understanding of the legislation, why it was put in place and offers recommendations to future research to enhance findings on the impact and how effective the legislation really has. 
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Dog attacks surrounding banned breeds, including the most recent XL American Bully have been on the rise in a concerning rate, some of these attacks have caused life changing injuries whilst others have caused fatalities. New legislation under the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 has come out surrounding these breeds to increase public safety (Fletcher, 2023).
The legislation came into effect in August 1991 after 11 serious attacks happened in the space of 12 months including a 6-year-old from Bradford was taken to hospital with serious injuries from a Pit Bull. This caused the government to act on the public’s reaction to these attacks, where the legislation was then passed through all the stages of the House of Commons in 4 hours, which was an attempt to increase public safety, however with the legislation being passed in such a short period of time has deemed the legislation “the most outrageous ever passed in Parliament” (Weir, 2024). 
With the rise of dog attacks amongst the XL Bully, this saw history repeat itself where the public feared for their safety around these dogs, so it was deemed after a group of experts determined the characteristics relating to the breed were to be banned in a bid to increase the safety of the public. Owners could be exempt from the legislation if they followed guidelines which would promote responsible ownership of the breed (Ares and Sturge, 2024). This became a blanket ban on specific breeds, but a more tailored approach may offer a more effective solution. Within this plan it has been debated that public education and responsible ownership is the key to preventing aggression and attacks in dogs. American academics recently researched breeds and their behavioural traits and it was concluded that only 9% of the breed accounts for any behavioural traits and that dog’s behaviour is more determined by external factors such as training and treatment (Animal Concern, 2024).

[bookmark: _Toc202198211]1.1 Research Rationale
The topic of XL bullies and other banned breeds in the UK and the legislation around them is a relevant topic with the rise in the amount of dog attacks around these breeds taking place. The legislation around the XL bully is a new legislation which was introduced by the government in October 2023 which included the breeding, selling, advertising, rehoming, abandoning, or allowing an XL bully to stray from December 31st, 2023 (Gov UK,2023). As the legislation is so new, there is a gap in the research which gives an opportunity to fill a gap in the research with findings while investigating this topic. The rise in dog attacks have been in the public eye and interest. In the last 5 years the rise in dog attacks has increased by more than a third and this is making the public anxious and scared for their safety (Cann,2023). 
The aims of this research project are to establish the impact that Breed Specific Legislation (BSL) has surrounding different factors surrounding ownership, animal welfare, policing and ownership. The study will also explore what, if any, alternatives there are to the legislation which is more effective in reducing the number of dog related incidents and increase public safety. Lastly, research will be conducted surrounding the public perception of the legislation and their opinion on the effectiveness of targeting specific breeds under the legislation. 

[bookmark: _Toc202198212]1.2 Aims and Objectives
This study will contain a mixed approach to gathering research. Utilising different methods of qualitative and quantitative data. This data will include;
1) The analysis of secondary data such as statistics, policy documents and other reports involving banned breeds. 
2) Case studies from agencies on how legislation of banned breeds have made an impact. These case studies will also include the types of breeds within the legislation and the effectiveness of the legislation. 

The study will also include primary research methods by means of questionnaires and surveys. These questionnaires will provide quantitative data which will be analysed and compared with other primary findings. 
The research conducted will have a wide range of perspectives considered including those who are directly affected by the legislation and those who aren’t. These will be from local and regional sources. 

[bookmark: _Toc202198213]1.3 Structure
To complete a successful study of the stated objectives, there will be devoted chapters to help ensure that all aims and objectives have been completed, the second chapter of the study will analyse previous and current research that has been conducted surrounding dog related incidents, the Dangerous Dogs Act and the legislation within.
Chapter three entails the methodology which will identify the most appropriate method on which research is to be conducted and analysed. 
The fourth chapter will be the analysis of data collected from primary and secondary sources as presented in chapter three. The analysis will investigate identifying common trends and opinions and will be compared to allow a better understanding of the data. 
Finally, the fifth chapter will summarise the study and achieve further objectives of addressing outcomes of the research as well as identifying recommendations for further study and research because of the study conducted.

[bookmark: _Toc202198214]2.0 Literature Review

[bookmark: _Toc202198215]2.1 Introduction
The aim of this chapter is to conduct research through relevant and academic sources surrounding the topic of Breed Specific Legislation. Other sources of literature will include government reports and articles. 
The purpose of this chapter is to explore different aspects of the impact and effectiveness of the legislation. A range of literature will be acquired through means of internet research namely through a tool called ‘Google Scholar’ which searches the internet for academic sources which are verified, and this can be presented in the form of academic journals, government publications and professional textbooks. The e-learning library from the University Wales Trinity Saint David will also be accessed for further reading should limitations present through internet searches. 
Other literature will be accessed through websites relating to police statistics and animal welfare groups or charities. 

[bookmark: _Toc202198216]2.2 The Dangerous Dogs Act and Breed Specific Legislation
Breed Specific Legislation (BSL) was introduced in the UK in 1991 under the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 (Gov,1991). This legislation was created to protect the public after a series of dog attacks that happened on humans, with some leading to fatalities (British Veterinary Association,2023).  The legislation prohibits ownership, breeding and the sale of specific breeds, these breeds are the Pit Bull Terrier, Japanese Tosa, Dogo Argentino, Fila Braziliero and more recently the XL Bully which came into effect from 1st February 2024. 
There hasn’t been any robust research conducted that demonstrates that any of the above breeds are any more dangerous than others and that factors such as how the dogs are bred, reared and trained are influential to dog’ behaviour. Between 1989 and 2017 there were 48 deaths in relation to dog related incidents and out of the 62 dogs involved in these incidents 53 were breeds that were not on the banned breed list. From 1999-2019 the number of bites from dogs have increased by 154% going from 3454-8775 (RSPCA,2O24).  
The last few years, there has been a substantial increase on ownership of the XL Bully and with this has been an increase of concern on public safety regarding them. The research of the effectiveness of the BSL is complex especially in relation to public safety and dog welfare. 


[bookmark: _Toc202198217]2.3 The History and Evolution of Breed Specific Legislation in the UK
The Dangerous Dog Act which was introduced in 1991 with the approach of trying to control dangerous dog breeds and the act was created in relation to the Pit Bull Terrier, Japanese Tosa, Dogo Argentino, Fila Braziliero, however it was the Pit Bull that was the primary focus within the legislation. The legislation makes it illegal to breed, advertise, abandon or gift the dog and any current dogs of that specific breed would need to be muzzled in a public place and be neutered to prevent breeding (The National Archives,1991). The idea behind neutering the breeds means the existing dogs would be the last of that breed and they will eventually ‘die out’.  
Up until 1997, any dog that was born or bred to look like any of the banned breeds would automatically be euthanised, even if they have never showed any aggression. It was only until an amendment took place where if owners had a dog that looked like a banned breed, they had to undergo a behavioural assessment set out by the court and if they passed this assessment then the dog could be exempt from mandatory euthanasia (Blue Cross,2024).
The most recent addition to the list of dangerous dogs is the XL Bully, these were banned by the UK government in 2023 due to the rise in public concern with this breed. This dog was bred to appear larger and more muscular than traditional American Bully, this then gives them a more intimidating look and for their perceived aggression and their potential use for fighting. There had also been incidences of attacks leading to fatalities involving the XL Bully that raised concerns – strengthening the argument to ban the breed in the UK (Vets Explain Pets,2024). 


[bookmark: _Toc202198218]2.4 Controversy over breed specific legislation: The case of the XL Bully
Over the last few years, the XL Bully has gained some of the most notoriety within the world of dog ownership, breeding and with the general public. The XL Bully have been bred for their large size, their muscular build and protective instincts. In addition, strength and power are also included in these characteristics (Dogsintl, 2024). 
One of the main reasons why these breeds have been banned in the UK is due to the perceived aggression and the concerns about public safety and potential for the dogs to be used for illegal activities (Pets,2024). The legislation was put in place due to the rise in attacks and it was prompted that stricter regulations were put in place to ensure that dog owners take responsibility for the breed ensuring they take the appropriate measures such as neutering and registering the dog, however purchasing from reputable breeders and proper training and socialisation of the dogs can also prevent aggression without the legal guidelines (Snehasish,2024).  The XL Bully is not a breed recognised by any major kennel club which raises concerns regarding ethical breeding as these dogs are bred for their protective instincts and their extreme size (Gritton, 2024).

[bookmark: _Toc202198219]2.5 The impact of Breed Specific Legislation on dog welfare
A concern regarding the BSL has been around dogs’ welfare. The legislation often leads to euthanasia, even if a banned breed has not shown any aggression. Some of these dogs may be in shelters due to no fault of their own, for reasons such as a family not being able to afford to keep the breed or their owner could have passed. BSL dictates that breeds within the legislation cannot be rehomed therefor this leads to euthanasia. This also includes any new XL Bullies that come into the care of a shelter due to the lack of other realistic options. XL Bullies that are registered, have relevant paperwork and comply with the legislation can still be euthanised without showing signs of aggression (Friesen, 2025). Some dogs can be mistaken for being a banned breed due to some of the characteristics that they have, this then raises concerns that some of these dogs will be seized and taken to kennels for identification. Some owners may feel targeted for having a cross breed that doesn’t fall under the legislation and feel that their dogs are judged based on their looks (Inthenews,2016).  
The seizure of dogs is another concern for dogs’ welfare, dogs seized under the dangerous dog’s act are usually placed in kennels and for significant periods of time. Some of these kennels can be in a poor state and with staff that aren’t sufficiently trained with the knowledge regarding dog’s behaviour meaning some of the dogs in kennels don’t receive the sufficient care until they are either returned home after any legal proceedings or euthanised. During this time the dogs are placed in a stressful and unfamiliar environment which raises welfare concerns (Howell,2020). 

[bookmark: _Toc202198220]2.6 Critiques of Breed Specific Legislation: Ineffectiveness and Discrimination
The effectiveness of breed specific legislation has been questioned by animal welfare organisations including the RSPCA and The Kennel Club. The Kennel Club believe that the government should respond to “deal with the deed, not the breed.” The kennel club states that the legislation is based on genetics and ignores the influence of the owner and as a result have cost police forces in the UK millions of pounds for kennelling and other associated costs. The legislation has seen the rise of the people who wish to flout the law in using banned breeds as ‘status dogs’ as it demonises certain breeds (The Kennel Club, 2025). 
There is a common misconception that pit-bull terriers have ‘lock jaw’ whereby when they have bitten and latched on has caused the breed to be discriminated in such a way where it is banned as part of the legislation, however, no breed has the anatomical structure that allows the jaw to lock (Terry, 2024). Studies have been conducted by Dr. I. Lehr Brisbin of the University of Georgia that the structure of a pit bulls jaw is in proportion to their size and is no different to any other breed or mixed breed of dog (Brisbin, nd). The refusal to let go when biting down is the mental determination of the dog rather than a physical locking mechanism (Terry,2024). 

The Netherlands have been deemed one of the safest countries regarding dog attacks in the world, rather than the onus placed upon specific breeds, the legislation surrounding dog ownership places the onus on the owner. The strict laws that are in place are aimed to protect the welfare of the dog and the public. These laws include every dog being registered with the Netherlands Enterprise Agency, ID chips and relevant training requirements. These are in place for every dog breed as they prioritise the health and welfare of the dog whilst promoting responsible dog ownership and have seen successes of reducing dog attacks (Garcia, M.L ,2024).

[bookmark: _Toc202198221]2.7 Public Perception and Media Influence on Breed Specific Legislation
The public perception plays a large part in shaping the attitudes towards certain dog breeds. Media coverage often focus on specific dog breeds with high profile attacks, more recently the XL Bully which have sparked public concerns as the media have covered the surge in attacks involving this breed (Snehasish,2024). The media have always played a role in the misconception and the popularity of certain breeds. An Australian article states that a few years back the rottweiler was considered dangerous then shortly after the trend went towards Dobermanns, following that Pit bulls made the headlines (Dogslife,2008). The media regularly covering attacks by breeds such as Pit Bulls and XL Bullies lead to the generalisation that all dogs of this breed is classed as dangerous. Studies on media coverage of dog attacks have shown that the media often exaggerate the breeds involvement or misrepresent the nature of the incident (Jones & Franklin,2015). 
The media should be a tool to educate, instead it typically focusses on scaremongering or entertainment. Reporters of the media tend to fail on fully investigating just to be able to sell the story. This is then usually done at the expense of the dog. The media could have a report of two stories; two of which are the same, however; how they are reported and presented will determine the type of coverage the story will get from the public and the more coverage and the more that the publics emotions are involved then the more power they have to suggest things such as legislation bans which then influences the public perception due to the stories published (Aly DelaCoeur, 2021).

[bookmark: _Toc202198222]2.8 Alternatives to Breed-Specific Legislation: Emphasising Owner Responsibility
As an alternative to the BSL, many experts and animal advocates believe that there should be laws focusing on owner responsibility. Studies have found that dogs of any breed are far less likely to cause harm or attack if they have had adequate training and socialisation with other dogs and people. During the global Covid-19 pandemic, there was a rise in puppies and dog owners with many of these owners not having any prior experience with dogs as well as spending more time at home with limited social activities due to government restrictions (Berry,2024).  A study from the university of Helsinki has also shown that aggression in dogs come from a range of contributing factors such as illnesses, the dog’s sex, the dogs age and even the size of the dog. The study tells us that smaller dogs were more likely to show signs of aggression with one of the most aggressive dogs in that study being a Rough Collie (Mikkola, S (2021).  Breed Specific Legislation has often been seen as a brisk solution to address the issue of aggressive and dangerous dogs and has been costly for many parties. Owners are now having to have a specialised insurance as well as neutering the dog amongst other things, banned breeds are often used as status dogs in lower socioeconomic classes, and with the rising cost of living, these people can’t afford the cost to apply for exemption certificates (Ashif,2024). The legislation also puts financial strain on police forces, Mark Hobrough, the Gwent Police Chief Constable and NPCC’ lead for dangerous dogs has stated vets and kennelling bills are set to have a 500% increase of £25m in 2025 with no additional funding to account for the rise in demand of the reporting of banned breeds. These costs don’t include the extra training, equipment and specialised vehicles needed (NPCC,2024). 

New Hampshire have implemented the alternative to BSL which includes education and owner responsibility programmes, this focus on the education of responsible dog ownership as well as training tools and assessing what the root cause of certain behaviours are as a preventative. Along with education, they have behaviour-based laws which makes owners accountable for their dog’s actions regardless of the breed, this also allows authorities to take any appropriate action against any dangerous dogs which doesn’t discriminate against certain breeds. New Hampshire also has strict and mandatory neutering programs, this is required by all dogs unless exempt under strict breeding regulations, this allows all dogs can be traced to when they were bred, and this shows that they are bred for the right reasons (Chow, 2024)

[bookmark: _Toc202198223]2.9 Gaps in Literature 
Despite there being a large public interest and debate surrounding Breed Specific Legislation in the UK, there are still some significant gaps I the academic research which assesses its effectiveness and societal impact a lot of the existing literature available focus on statistics based on dog bite incidents before and after the introduction of BSL, most of these results often come back contradicting each other or inconclusive (Allcock, 2021). There is limited data that examines how BSL can influence public perception surrounding the safety, owner behaviour or the challenges surrounding enforcement. There is also the lack of literature surrounding the socio-economic factors surrounding dog ownership (McNeill, 2019). The specific case of the XL Bully ban remains under researched namely due to the recent and ongoing implementation of adding them to the Dangerous Dogs Act, there are very few studies that analyse the long-term effects on the dog’s welfare and rescue centres (RSPCA,2024). As the case of the XL Bully is still very recent, the public perception surrounding dog related incidents hasn’t yet been sufficiently explored from an academic standpoint (Young,2011).

[bookmark: _Toc202198224]2.10 Conclusion
The legislation to ban specific breeds was introduced to reduce the number of dog attacks through injury or death, however statistics from the Office for National Statistics Data show that the legislation has not achieved this primary objective (Berry, 2024). There are concerns over the dog’s welfare under the legislation especially since the influx of reports that have come in since the latest legislation with the XL Bully was introduced. Dogs are often left in kennels away from home for long periods of time and often left without adequate exercise and in the care of inexperienced staff at the kennels. These dogs may not have shown any dangerous traits or behaviours and have been tarnished with the same brush due to their breed or perceived breed. There has been a significant increase in demand for response officers to attend calls relating to dogs which impacts the resources available to respond to other incidents, this is without the financial impact that this has on policing. There is no extra budget to help support the expenses that come with the purchasing of equipment, kennelling or veterinary bills. Dog attacks are a current significant matter in the public interest, especially with the heightened media coverage and this has been a demand driver. The media has had a significant impact on the public perception and the police need to be seen responding to the incidents efficiently to increase public safety. Other countries have alternatives to the Breed Specific Legislation that the UK has, and this appears to be effective in the level of dog related incidents that occur. The Netherlands and New Hampshire have dog specific legislation which doesn’t discriminate any dogs’ breeds, and they support owners with education with being a responsible owner which put the onus on the owner not the specific breed. 

[bookmark: _Toc202198225]3.0 Methodology 

[bookmark: _Toc202198226]3.1 Introduction
The rise of dog attacks especially with the XL Bully in the last few years have placed the topic at the front of the public interest and is heavily being pushed by the media which has pushed the changes to the Dangerous Dogs Act to include the XL Bully to the list of banned breed. This research is aimed at analysing the impact of breed specific legislation and the perceptions around it. I will be using the ‘research onion’ created by (Saunders et al., 2007) as a guide to outline the methodology for the research. This guide entails peeling the layers of research philosophies, approaches, strategies, choices, time scales and then techniques for the research (Dissanayake,2023).

[bookmark: _Toc202198227]3.2 Research Philosophy 
Research philosophy is the way that data is collected, analysed and used. For this study on Breed Specific Legislation, the pragmatic philosophy will be adopted.  There will be various methods of research used within this philosophy 
Pragmatism allows for different methods and gives perspective in relation to the legislation around banned breeds. This philosophy acknowledges qualitive and quantitative methods and shows that these methods are valuable to research (Business Research Methodology,2025). 

[bookmark: _Toc202198228]3.3 Research Approach
The research approach refers to the strategy or the direction that tests hypotheses. It allows data to be analysed and gathered in a structured way (Hassan,2024). Legislation around banned breeds is constantly evolving and impacts law enforcements, dog owners and the wider public and with this in mind, an abductive approach will allow themes and patterns to be identified. This will allow researchers to move between theory and data statistics (Platz,2020)

[bookmark: _Toc202198229]3.4 Research Strategy 
The research strategy outlines the best procedures to achieve the objectives of the research. This involves the techniques for the analysis of the data collected (Thomas,2022.) Strategies can include: 
· Qualitative methods which focus on case studies, interviews and specific focus groups to gain insights around the challenges of operations within.  
· Quantitative methods which include surveys that will be used to measure the effectiveness and the impact of breed specific legislation. It will also include analysis of data regarding the seizure of dogs. 

[bookmark: _Toc202198230]3.5 Research Choices
The techniques that are used for data collection and analysis is referred to as the research choices. This is where both the qualitative and quantitative data are collected but the results are analysed separately (Research Rundowns, 2009). The findings from each method are then compared to, this is then corroborated to provide the public and policing perception around the impact of breed specific legislation. 

[bookmark: _Toc202198231]3.6 Time Horizon
The time horizon refers to the study being cross-sectional or longitudinal. This study adopts cross-sectional and longitudinal time horizon. The cross-sectional research conducted allowed observations from the public as one variable and then members of the police force as another for a cross study. The longitudinal study will consist of data that has been collected over time in relation to the impact of a police force regarding the legislation around banned breeds (Thomas,2020).

[bookmark: _Toc202198232]3.7 Techniques and Procedures 
The final layer of the research onion is the involvement of the data collection methods, and the techniques used for data analysis (Dissanayake,2023).
Data collection is split into two headings the primary data and the secondary data. 
Primary data will include surveys distributed to various officers and staff within the force. These surveys are also to be passed to the dog section of the force. Another survey will also be distributed to members of the public that are not involved with law enforcement agencies. 
Secondary data will include the analysis of existing data of reports and statistics regarding dog seizures based on the legislation. 

[bookmark: _Toc202198233]3.8 Ethical Considerations 
When involving human participants, ethical considerations are critical. This study ensures 
· Participants are aged at least 18 years old. 
· Informed consent, where all participants in the study are fully informed about the purpose of the study, their rights surrounding their participation, the procedures and their consent to participate.
· Confidentiality, all participants personal data is anonymised, and any sensitive information is treated with confidentiality. 
· Minimising harm where the research was designed to minimise any discomfort to participants especially those who could be directly impacted by the legislation. 

[bookmark: _Toc202198234]3.9 Research Plan 
1. Literature Review: This will be a comprehensive review of the existing research that has been conducted regarding breed specific legislation. Key sources of this research will include academic journals, relevant articles, government documents and reports. 
2. Data Collection:
· Secondary data to be collected on the statistics of dog seized under the legislation and the breed of dog seized, policy documents and any other statistical data regarding the legislation and the impact it has on police forces. 
· Primary data will be collected by distributing two separate surveys. The one will be distributed to those who work within the force and the other will be to members of the public with no policing background. 
3. Synthesis of Findings: Merging and analysing the qualitative and the quantitative results and to have a comprehensive understanding on the impact of breed specific legislation. 
4. Report writing and Dissemination: This will include compiling all the research findings into a detailed report. The findings will then be compiled into a detailed report and may inform future academic discussions.  

[bookmark: _Toc202198235]3.10 Data Collection Instruments
· Surveys and Questionnaires 
There will be two separate structured surveys to develop data from a policing perspective and one for the public perception on the impact of breed specific legislation. These questions will focus on general knowledge of the legislation, the experience surrounding it and the response surrounding it. 
· Focus groups 
Discussions with staff and officers who work within the dog section on experiences, challenges and strategies that provide insights into the impact on operational demand regarding the breed specific legislation. 

[bookmark: _Toc202198236]3.11 Potential Challenges
Data access: 
Challenges could include accessing classified or restricted information held by the force.
Mitigation would be required to establish agreements and making sure that there is a strict protocol in place for confidentiality. 
            Response Bias:
Participants of the surveys conducted could provide responses that they consider more desirable to the research being conducted.
To mitigate this risk, anonymity is established and reinforced. There is emphasis that honest answers are valued to get true results on impact of legislation. 


[bookmark: _Toc202198237]3.12 Quality Assurance
To ensure that the research conducted is reliable and valid, pilot testing to be conducted to refine any questions and ensures any clarity required. Multiple data sources are to be used to enhance any credibility in findings. 

[bookmark: _Toc202198238]3.13 Conclusion
The research conducted is aimed in providing analysis on the impact that breed specific legislation has from a policing perspective as well as the public perception surrounding the legislation.  By adopting a mixed method approach for this study, its aimed to uncover are any other alternatives that would be effective in relation to the legislation. The research onion framework will ensure that a thorough and systematic approach to the research while still ensuring that the ethical considerations and quality assurance measures sustain the research integrity throughout.  The findings of this study will inform any future strategies of the impact that breed specific legislation can have. 

[bookmark: _Toc202198239]4.0 Analysis of Results

[bookmark: _Toc202198240]4.1 Introduction 
In this chapter, this study will explore two surveys on of which members of Gwent Police were asked to complete and general members of the public were asked to complete the other. The surveys were aimed to analyse the impact of breed specific legislation from a policing perspective and a public perspective. The survey was open for 2 weeks, there were 45 responses from various employees of Gwent Police and 37 responses from members of the public. By examining the results of various employees with various experience levels of service from 0-3 years to 10 + years in various roles, a wealth of insight is obtained on how the legislation has impacted policing. Due to a lack of academic research of public perception of the legislation’s impact, this study provides important new observations.

[bookmark: _Toc202198241]4.2 Demographic
The first question to open the survey for employees of Gwent Police is important to establish the amount of service they have.  
The opening question on the survey for the public was to establish the amount of experience they have with dogs. 

Figure 1 of the policing survey represents the question “How long in service are you?”
This chart shows that 40% of people who completed this survey had 3-6 years’ service, whilst 31% had 0-3 years’ experience, 18% had more than 10 years and 11% had between 6 and 10 years.  

[image: ]
Figure 1 of the public survey represents the question “What involvement/experience do you have with dogs?”
This chart shows that 53% of the participants are dog owners, 35% have had a family dog or has grown up in a household with dogs, 5% work with dogs and the same amount has no experience. The remaining 2% of ‘other’ explained that they visited households regularly that have a dog.
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Figure 2 of the policing and public survey represents the question “How old are you?”
This is important as this can show the difference of opinions of varying age categories and the study can establish if perspectives are similar in the same category of age regardless of their background. 

Policing Survey
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Public Survey 
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Both results show the majority that answered the respective questionnaire were aged between 25-34 years old, with 51% coming from staff and 46% from the public. The age category of 35-44 years old shows 24% of the participant’s being from Gwent Police and 24% from the public. The age category 45-54 years old shows 18% of Gwent Police falls into this age category and 14% of the public fall into this age. The There were no 18–21-year-olds or anyone over the age of 55 years old participated in the policing survey. 6% fell into the category of 21-24 years old, but no one in that age category participated from the public. 8% of participants were 55 years old or older and 3% were aged between 18 and 21 years old in the public survey. 

[bookmark: _Toc202198242]4.3 Knowledge surrounding Breed Specific Legislation
Figure 3 of the public survey represents the question “From your knowledge, how many breeds have been banned in the UK since the introduction of the Legislation?”
Participants of this question were able to answer freely, 
9 participants which was 24% answered correctly. 11% of participants believe only 1 breed is banned with one participant stating that this is the XL Bully. With only 24% getting the answer correct this shows that 76% of the participants don’t know how many banned breeds are under the legislation.
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Figure 4 of both the policing and public survey represents the question “How familiar are you with Breed Specific Legislation (BSL) in the UK?”
Both surveys showed that most participants are somewhat familiar with the legislation, 61% of staff within Gwent Police and 51% of the public are familiar. Within Gwent Police, 22% were not familiar at all with the legislation and 17% are very familiar, the result of the public questionnaire is very different as nearly the other half of the participants of 46% stated they aren’t familiar at all with only 1 person at 3% are very familiar.

Policing Survey[image: ]
Public Survey
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[bookmark: _Toc202198243]4.4 Effectiveness of the Legislation
Figure 5 represents the question “On a Scale of 1-5 (1 being not effective and 5 being very effective) how effective do you think is Breed Specific Legislation (BSL) in addressing the problem of dangerous dogs?”
The chart shows 17% of Employees of Gwent Police and 32% Public believe that the legislation isn’t effective at all. Results show 31% of employees of Gwent Police that they believe the legislation is effective of some sort, where only 10% of the public think the legislation is effective.
Police Survey
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Public Survey
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Figure 6 represents the question “Has the Legislation Improved Public Safety around Banned Breeds?”
The chart shows 41% of employees think that the legislation has improved public safety, whereas 19% of the public feel it has. 46% of the public and 25% of employees believe that the legislation hasn’t improved public safety. The remainder don’t know if public safety has improved. 
Police Survey
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Public Survey 
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Figure 7 reflects the question “Do you believe that banning specific breeds have reduced the number of dog attacks?” which was asked on the policing survey. The chart shows 44% don’t believe that the legislation has reduced dog attacks, 31% believe it has and 24% aren’t sure. 
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[bookmark: _Toc202198244]4.5 Media Influence
Figure 8 reflects the question “Has the media around recent cases of XL Bullies influenced how you perceive the legislation around Banned Breeds?”
 The chart shows 51% of the public that participated stated that the media has influenced their perception of BSL and 38% believe their perception isn’t influenced by media. 
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[bookmark: _Toc202198245]4.6 Secondary Data
Figure 1 shows that from 2011-2015 Gwent Police had seen a large increase of dogs going into kennels that have been seized under the Dangerous Dogs Act in a 5-year period from 2011-2015. 60% of the dogs seized were Pit Bulls which were banned in 1991.  (Gwent Police, 2025)
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Figure 2 shows a graph of the annual dog attacks recorded in most of the police forces in England and Wales, with the biggest rise between 2021 and 2023 through the covid pandemic (Fagg,2024).
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The surveys also asked the following questions:
Public Survey:
“Do you believe since the legislation around the XL Bully, policing demand has risen due to dog related incidents?”
“Do you feel that the BSL unfairly targets specific breeds?”
“Do you feel that Breed Specific Legislation since the introduction of the XL Bully, has impacted Police Resourcing, time and money? “
“Do you feel that response officers are sufficiently trained to deal with banned breeds and dog related incidents? “
“In your opinion what improvements or changes would you suggest to make BSL or the enforcement of dangerous dogs more effective?”
“Do you feel that the BSL unfairly targets specific breeds? “
“Any additional comments or insights about BSL, the XL Bully, other banned breeds or dog related incidents “
Policing Survey:
“Has demand increased since the Legislation around the XL Bully Increased?”
“In your opinion how has BSL Impacted Policing and Police Forces?”
“From experience, what has been the primary challenge when dealing with dangerous dogs?”
“Do you feel that the BSL unfairly targets specific breeds? “
“In your opinion what improvements or changes would you suggest making BSL or the enforcement of dangerous dogs more effective?”

[bookmark: _Toc202198246]4.7 Conclusion
By analysing the responses received, the following can be seen.
1. Effectiveness of the legislation:
· There were opposite responses regarding the effectiveness of Breed Specific Legislation, most of the public do not feel that the legislation is effective, it was highlighted that there should be tougher penalties for the owners of the dogs, and it comes down to responsible ownership and adequate training. 
· There are concerns in relation to the amount of Pitbulls being seized when the legislation is designed to ensure extinction of breeds on the list.

2. Knowledge around the legislation 
· Challenges surrounding the knowledge of the legislation were highlighted, and education around responsible ownership could improve knowledge around the legislation.
· However, responsible owners would ensure they are following appropriate guidelines in the legislation. 

3. Media and its influences 
· The public highlighted that the media have directly influenced the way they feel about the legislation, 
· The two groups stressed that better training and knowledge is needed. Media could be used in a positive light to inform and educate surrounding banned breeds. 

4. Legislative Challenges
· The legislation has been a crucial step in improving public safety and reducing the number of dog related incidents
· However, there are concerns that there are loopholes where breeders will start mixing breeds from the list to create a new breed that isn’t banned. 
The analysis of the public perspective on the Breed Specific Legislation reveals that there could be more done to improve knowledge on the legislation and more can be done to improve the public safety in the reduction of dog related incidents. As the introduction of the XL Bully is so recent, this is at the forefront of topics especially with high profile cases within the media and the public are influenced with the medias content in relation to the legislation. Everyone appears to agree that the legislation has helped reduce the amount of attacks, but the root cause is with owners and breeders and that addressing the issues of responsible ownership could be more effective. Challenges such as mix breeding has arisen with the legislation and could become difficult to manage. Emphasis on training and owner responsibility has been consistent throughout the surveys by all respondents to improve the effectiveness of the legislation. Figures are showing that Pitbull’s are still being seized when they were introduced in 1991, the aim of the legislation is to make the breed extinct however, this does not appear to have been successful. 

[bookmark: _Toc202198247]5.0 Findings, Conclusions and Recommendations

[bookmark: _Toc202198248]5.1 Introduction
This chapter is a continuation from the analysis of primary research which was collected through questionnaires from a Policing perspective and public perspective providing qualitative and quantitative data, where significant findings were highlighted in relation to the impact and effectiveness of Breed Specific Legislation, the influence the media has surrounding the legislation, challenges and how the legislation could be improved.  
There will also be a conclusion surrounding the research of the “Impact of Breed Specific Legislation” and the limitations of this topic. Recommendations around other avenues of potential academic research will also be provided. 

[bookmark: _Toc202198249]5.2 Completion of Research Objectives
Objective 1 - Public Perception of Breed Specific Legislation
This study discusses how the public perceives the legislation and is influenced by the media surrounding banned breeds. Many participants in the public survey stated that the media has influenced how they perceive breeds and the legislation. This has been backed up as there have been many high-profile attacks from XL Bully’s in the last few years this shows the relevance of the topic and that it is of a high priority in public interest (Snehasish,2024). (Syad, 2025) states that most attacks from 1989-2017 were from dogs not on the banned list, especially as media magnifies the danger of certain breeds taking the pressure off reliable statistics from research, meaning there’s no focus on general understanding of dog risks (Parkinson,2018).
A participant from the policing survey expressed that public knowledge and perception is low and as a result, more are calling in with other dog related incidents. Media platforms can increase public knowledge however they are more primarily used for ‘moral panic’ (Walsh, 2020).

Objective 2 – Alternatives to the Legislation 
This study has explored what alternatives there are, many participants of the two surveys believe that there should be better owner responsibility through training, licencing and stricter implementation of policies through ownership and breeding. If a dog related incident was to occur, then harsher consequences are to be imposed to the owner to make all dog owners responsible for their animals.  These have been effective in other areas such as The Netherlands and New Hampshire, USA. These areas have models that contain mandatory neutering and training programmes (Chow,2024) which puts dog welfare first with promoting responsible dog ownership. Harsher penalties to manage the “deed not breed” would also promote responsible ownership regardless of breed (The Kennel Cub,2025).

Objective 3 – The Impact of Breed Specific Legislation
The addition of the XL Bully to the list of banned breeds under the legislation has impacted demand in policing as there are more calls from concerned members of public and an increase in seizures and as a result, there’s minimum capacity in kennels which impacts dog welfare. Officers are faced with taking dogs that haven’t been aggressive to be euthanised which is impacting the officer’s wellbeing as well as the dogs. Kennels are at full capacity locally, so dogs are moved further away just for identification based on just their appearance; and for long periods of time which is concerning for their welfare. The financial implication that comes with that is that its draining policing resources and funding that can be used elsewhere (NPCC,2O24)

[bookmark: _Toc202198250]5.3 Recommendations
The recommendations are based on discoveries and findings when conducting research surrounding this project. 
There is a clear lack of academic statistics available in relation to dog seizures, and the type of breeds that have been seized with the outcome of those seizures. 
The legislation dates from 1991 which is over 30 years old, which provides a large time frame for statistics to be published. Having a correlation of statistics of the breed of dogs seized with dog related incident that they were involved in would give a clear indication on how effective the legislation is in keeping the wider public safe from dangerous dogs. Agencies such as the College of Policing, councils and vets should collate their statistics and publish the findings fill the gap in the academic research available. 

When participants were asked if they believe that the legislation was effective, many noted that they believe it wasn’t effective. There was an understanding of why the legislation is in place but expressed concerns that loopholes would be created to mix breeds that are listed within the legislation to create a hybrid that isn’t on the list. When researching this topic, there were again a lack of academic results. Many articles that were located were animal welfare groups. The home office and animal welfare groups should work together to publish research based on the effectiveness of the legislation which could result in changes in relation the legislation. 

To address the current lack of research surrounding the socioeconomic factors surrounding dog ownership, future studies should adopt a more interdisciplinary approach, integrating perspectives from sociology, public health and animal welfare. 
There is a need for large scale representative data that considers variables such as income, education, housing status and the access to pet related resources. Other research could also provide financial commitments and limitations, cultural attitudes and community influences around dog ownership. Expanding this area of research would help promote responsible dog ownership across diverse socioeconomic groups.

Lastly, there is a lack of research that explores how media representation shapes the perception of dog related incidents especially those involving aggression or bites. Studies should examine breed stereotypes, and the reporting through media outlets in the influence of public opinion regarding the legislation and banned breeds. Academics should advocate for evidence-based communication that promote factual and balanced information as well as responsible dog ownership over articles based on fear. This approach would then educate the public on understanding and would contribute to more effective regulations and policies surrounding dog ownership and banned breeds.

[bookmark: _Toc202198251]5.4 Limitations
This research project has had limitations surrounding the size of the project, there are many avenues that could have been explored in relation to BSL however, due to restrictions of the project being at an undergraduate level, these paths could not be explored fully when research was conducted.
Another limitation of this project is the amount of participants that are directly affected by BSL, the participation of individuals was invaluable to the research, however, the opportunity to have more people who are impacted by the legislation would have given great insight into their experiences surrounding the legislation. 

[bookmark: _Toc202198252]5.5 Conclusion
The aims and objectives of the research for the project were successfully achieved and gives the reader insight on why the legislation was created and the various way other countries manage incidents of a similar nature. 
This project presented findings surrounding dog welfare, socioeconomic factors and financial implications of the legislation as well as how the legislation has impacted policing and how the media can influence perceptions surrounding specific breeds.
Throughout the study, the aim has been to understand the impact of breed specific legislation, and it appears that there are many factors on who are directly impacted from the legislation, and further research would need to be conducted to explore other factors that are impacted and gain a better understanding of the issues surrounding it. 
To conclude, this project also explored whether or not the legislation is effective in reducing dog related incidents amongst banned breeds and other breeds and further research can be done to further explore the effectiveness surrounding XL Bullies especially as the addition is recent, but research showed that there hasn’t been a reduction of attacks and there is still a significant amount of dogs still being seized that were on the list in 1991 when the legislation was introduced. 
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tougher breeding restrictions , buying and selling of dogs should be more legislated
o cancel it and target irresponsible dog owners instead.

further training for officers to understand the process.

Stricter sentencing on owners of banned breeds.

Remove the responsibility from the police and task an outside agency.

A

More funding,

this will be a long term process

‘Specific teams that deal with just dogs instead of relying just on dog handlers as these are
low numbers anyway and need to be out assisting rather than dealing with dog
warrants/seizures

~Suitable and appropriate infrastructure suich as kennels (loca) and an on call vet would
improve the situation massively.

Make some improvements to identification papenwork to allow more officers to identify the
dogs

Anincrease in the number of secure kennel spaces for XL bullys o other fighting dogs

more support and funding from the home office and dedicated teams within forces
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Scrap BSL and take the time to produce a piece of legislation that ensures the owners of ALL
dogs are responsible owners.

Requirements on coundils to provide kennels, Easier ways of testing or identifying - consider
A

1f there was a specific team who are able to act on the new legislation effectively.
2 private agency

I think there needs to be stricter laws around dog purchases and ownership. For example,
having a licence to own a dog.

strcter penalty / consequences for owners who own dogs who are identified as breeds on
the DD list

bligatory destruction orders for any breaches.
Currently it is where it needs to be

Better training for officers, closer links with local authorities to support with enforcement and
also managing demand, greater publicity around the breads and the dangers.

1 do not know enough of it sorry
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No. Great survey.
N/A

‘Whilst owners largely contribute to their dogs behaviour, XL owners are largely
unappreciative of the dangers their dog pose. Sodiety is to blame for creating the problem,
and itis sad that it has come to the point where police are now required to contribute to the
genacide of a dog breed. The BSL. should've had XL bullies on the watch list at a much earlier
stage, as its never been difficult to see the danger.

My understanding of the classification of an XL 8ully s that the dog is measured, with the
dlassification being dependant on certain measurements or ratios. This makes classification at
an early age difficult or even impossible, leading to uncertainty about what actions to take
within the first & months of the dogs lfe.

No other comments
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15. Any additional comments or insights about BSL, the XL Bully, other banned breeds or dog related
incidents

15 Responses

DT Name Responses
1 anonymous  No
2 anonymous  None
Itis down to the dog owner and the way they teat /train the og, Sadly due to the BSL,
3 anonymous  otherwise harmless dogs have been surrendered/ euthanized due to lack of knowledge or
understanding of the law.
a anonymous
5 anonymous  None
6 anonymous  No
7 anonymous /2
8 anonymous
Dogs are derivatives of wolfs. They have a wild nature it is up to the owner of the dog to
9 anonymous  maintain that nature responsibly.in the wrong hands any breed can be dangerous not just

the banned one.
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15. Any additional comments or insights about 8L, the XL Bully, other banned breeds or dog related incidents More details

LestResporses
“No other comments”
15

Responses “My understanding of the classification of an XL Bully is that the dog is measured,

4 respondents (27%) answered dog for this question.

owner and the way i nature largely contribute
owner of the dog
BSL dog owner  understanding of the lassfcation
dogs behaviour do XL bullies *°° e
esorements or atios earlier dogbreed dlassification being dependant

dogs life harmless 095 Do ore derivatives

wrong hands unappreciative of the dangers.
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1. What involvement/experience do you have with dogs?

37 Responses

D+ Name Responses
1 anonymous og Owner']

2 anonymous My trampolining coach has a dog | see and kinda look after every Friday night *
3 anonymous  ["Dog Owner']

a anonymous  ["Dog Owner']

5 anonymous
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7 anonymous | ["Work with dogs","Dog Owner']

8 anonymous  ["Have grown up/had a family dog"]

9 anonymous og Owner']
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2. How old are you?
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3. From your knowledge, how many breeds have been banned in the UK since the introduction of the Legislation? More details

Latest Responses

37 45"

Responses.

8 respondents (22%) answered 5 for this question.
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475 Not sure ! 4 5 2 7 9guess
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3. From your knowledge, how many breeds have been banned in the UK since the introduction of the

Legislation?

37 Responses

D Name Responses
1 anonymous Not sure 2 maybe
2 anonymous 11 think

3 anonymous 4

a anonymous 5

5 anonymous 5 Breeds

6 anonymous 5

7 anonymous 5

8 anonymous 2

9 anonymous 5

10 anonymous 4

" anonymous 10 (guess)
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4. How familiar are you with Breed Specific Legislation (BSL) in the UK

37 Responses

D Name. Responses
1 anonymous Somewhat Familiar
2 anonymous Somewhat Familiar
3 anonymous Somewhat Familiar
a anonymous Very Familiar

5 anonymous Somewhat Familiar
6 anonymous Somewhat Familiar
7 anonymous Somewhat Familiar
8 anonymous Not Familir at all
9 anonymous Somewhat Familiar
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5. On a Scale of 1-5 (1 being not effective and 5 being very effective) how effective do you think s Breed
Specific Legislation (BSL) in addressing the problem of dangerous dogs

37 Responses

D" Name Responses
1 anonymous 3
2 anonymous 3
3 anonymous 2
4 anonymous 1
5 anonymous 3
5 anonymous 4
7 anonymous 3
8 anonymous 3
9 anonymous 3
10 anonymous 1
n anonymous 1
2 anonymous 1
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6. Why?

35 Responses

D+ Name Responses
MoreDetas
1 anonymous  Notknown to everyone
2 aomymous  Notsure
3 anomymous  Dog bikes have not gone down
Inmy opinion the majorty of the time the responsibilty of the dog lives with the owners and
d anONYMOUS 1 they control that specific dog breed
S anomymous  Legislation s ineffectve unless enforced with tough penalties
6 anonymous | M/neShbours dog was kil by my cther nighbours dog & the e gatth cog ook avay

and somehow managed to get the dog back again & it attacked again
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6. Why? More detais

Latest Responses
“To protect the public*

35 “People do what they want*

“Al dogs should be registered and the owner/handler assessed for there competen...

Responses.

22 respondents (63%) answered Dog for this question.

Dogbikes ~ 299ressivedog  cortain dogs

breed of dogdog owners dog can be dangerous  neighbours dog
dangerous dogs .
dog back again &it attacked DOg breed dog in the street
o o
responsibility of the dog not the dogs specific dog logs bites 4 tgresdhve dogs

dogs that are a danger dog ownership  Neighbours dog
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3. From your knowledge, how many breeds have been banned in the UK since the introduction of the

Legislation?

37 Responses

D Name Responses
1 anonymous Not sure 2 maybe
2 anonymous 11 think

3 anonymous 4

4 anonymous 5

5 anonymous 5 Breeds

6 anonymous 5

7 anonymous 5

8 anonymous 2

9 anonymous 5

10 anonymous 4

1 anonymous 10 (guess)
12 anonymous 8
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Humans are the problem |, not the animal and statistics show that number of dogs bites per
year have been increasing.

Dog bites have increased by over 150% since the ban, and humans are the ones at fault, not
the dogs.

Do not know enouigh around it however many breeds can act in a dangerous manor not just
specific breeds

All dogs should be registered and the owner/handler assessed for there competency
People do what they want

o protect the public
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The problem is often the owner and a lack of experience rathe wiore Detas . Breeds can be
dangerous due to people breeding the aggressive behaviour.

Because its the owners and not the dogs
1 believe dog owners also need to be taught how to be more responsible
Any dog can be dangerous, its treining and upbringing.

1 don't know how it's implemented,

Because it seems to be doing what it should.

Because you constantly hear about dog attacks,

Only targeting certain breeds

I hink it isn't the dogs it the owners

Not enough time

Guidelines are there but what about the policing and accountabilty

Issue is more with the breeder/owner

If peaple want to own an aggressive dog no legislation seems to be effective in stopping
them.
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It has lessened in its effectiveness since the ban of XL bulles as they continue to cause
deaths.

Neighbours dog attacked a dog in the street resulting in its death and the owner got the dog
back only to attack a human again

People find loopholes and keep dogs that are a danger to the public.

Because it doesn't tackle the problem of poor owners. The dogs are punished. But not the
‘owners. Poor ownership should be an offense and punishment should be significant.If dogs
attack, owners should be prosectited for ABH / GBH / Murder

People still own these dangerous dogs

I think its thd breeders and the owners that need to be tackled , rather than the dogs. Peopld
who wsnt afgresdhve dogs, to look hard etc ( apprecuate tears not all owners) il jtst tund a
way yi breed aggression into others if you ban a specific breed.

Agree with bans on dangerous dogs. Think legislation could go further.
Dog attacks are sill happening at an interesting rate. Whilst certain dogs are bred for certain
characteristics, there is more of 2 focus on breed than responsible dog ownership. Will 2 ban

on these breeds just drive people towards a new/hybrid breed? Only time willtell,

Should target the owners more than the dog, Whatever breed it's always 2 different dig
depending on the upbringing.

The owners are at fault the breed of dog shouldn't be punished
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7. Do you believe since the legislation around the XL Bully, policing demand has risen due to dog related
incidents?

37 Responses

D" Name Responses
1 anomymous Yes
2 anonymous Don't know
3 anomymous Don't know
4 anonymous Yes
5 anomymous Yes
5 anonymous Don't know
7 anomymous Yes
8 anonymous Don't know
9 anomymous Yes
10 anonymous Yes
n anomymous Don't know
2 anonymous No
3 anomymous Don't know
14 anonymous Yes
15 anomymous Don't know
1 anonymous Yes

7 anonymous Don't know
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7. Do you believe since the legislation around the XL 8uly, policing demand has risen due to dog related incidents? More details

® e 1 8%
® N 3

sa
® Dontknow 20




image129.png
8. Has the Legislation Improved Public Safety around Banned Breeds?
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8. Has the Legislation Improved Public Safety around Banned Breeds?

37 Responses

D1 Name Responses
1 anomymous Yes
2 anonymous Don't know
3 anomymous No
4 anonymous No
5 anomymous Yes
5 anonymous Don't know
7 anomymous No
8 anonymous No
9 anomymous Don't know
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9. Do you feel that the BSL unfairly targets specific breeds? More details
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3. From your knowledge, how many breeds have been banned in the UK since the introduction of the
Legislation?

37 Responses

3 anonymous Unknown
14 anonymous 3
15 anonymous 6
16 anonymous 5
17 anonymous 2
18 anonymous 1
19 anonymous 5
20 anonymous 3
21 anonymous 2
2 anonymous 2
23 anonymous 3
24 anonymous 1

25 anonymous 1 XL Bully
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9. Do you feel that the BSL unfairly targets specific breeds?

37 Responses

D1 Name Responses
1 anomymous Yes
2 anonymous Don't know
3 anomymous Don't know
4 anonymous Yes
5 anomymous No
5 anonymous Don't know
7 anomymous No
8 anonymous Yes
9 anomymous No
10 anonymous Yes
n anomymous No
2 anonymous No
3 anomymous No
14 anonymous Don't know
15 anomymous No
1 anonymous Yes

7 anonymous Yes
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10. If you answered yes, then why?

16 Responses

D+ Name Responses
E anonymous | feelits ot justthe dog it the owner as well all dogs are diferent so can't aways how 2
v dog will eact as it could owners fault or could be Jean and the dog
2 anonymous  tis Purley on the look of the dog and the specification is 50 vague
There are 2 lot of powerful dogs that can be dangerous just the wrong peaple buy them.
3 anonymous  Should be stricter laws & more thorough checks before being able to purchase a
*dangerous” dog
a anonymous Ay dog can be a danger
Yes and no. It is well known that certain dogs breeds have more aggression traits than others,
5 anonymous  but there should be 2 focus on owners and their (in some cases lack of) training and
responsible ownership.
As I've said, it's the owners that should be i vestigated, not the dog breeds. Any dog is nasty
6 anonymous

in the wrong hands/circumstances.
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10. 1 you answered yes, then why? More details

Latest Responses
16 “As above handlers /owners should be registered and responsible.f 2 car crashes fo.

Responses.

13 respondents (81%) answered dog for this question.
dog can be a danger py breeds 2responderss (2% ent breeds
dog s nasty owners faut XL billys dogs are different
focus on owners breeds when any dog dog — WIONG  reed has the capability
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‘Again all dogs have the abilty to be aggressive but the owners are at fault for teaching them
that the behaviour s right

Dogs are being reported as XL bullys to the authorities but are actually different breeds.
XL bullies have almost been demonised

Only targeting bully breeds when any dog can tum , depends on owners why the dog tums
not the breed

These dogs become a target/sometimes make them more a status symbol
Any breed of dog can be aggressive. Its how they are bred and raised that maters.

Stereo type based on size and looks which is completely ridiculous

Genetics and breed are often not considered when determining if @ dog is a banned breed, |
believe the majority of the time the dogs' appearance is examined and used to determine the
dog,

Itis not about the breed of  dog it is about how they are treated. Any breed has the
capability to be violent

s above handlers /owners should be registered and responsible.f a car crashes for example
you hold the driver responsible not the car
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11. Do you feel that Breed Specific Legislation since the introduction of the XL Bully, has impacted Police Resourcing, time and mon
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11. Do you feel that Breed Specific Legislation since the introduction of the XL Bully, has impacted Police
Resourcing, time and money?

37 Responses

D" Name Responses
1 anonymous Yes
2 anonymous Dont know
E anonymous Yes
4 anonymous Yes
5 anonymous Yes
6 anonymous Dont know
7 anonymous Yes
s anonymous No
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12. Do you feel that response officers are suffiiently trained to deal with banned breeds and dog related incidents? More details
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12. Do you feel that response officers are sufficiently trained to deal with banned breeds and dog related

incidents?

37 Responses

D" Name Responses
1 anomymous Yes
2 anonymous Don't know
3 anomymous Yes
4 anonymous No
5 anomymous Yes
5 anonymous Don't know
7 anomymous No
8 anonymous Don't know
9 anomymous No
10 anonymous Don't know
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13. Has the media around recent cases of XL Bulies influenced how you perceive the legislation around Banned Breeds? More details
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13. Has the media around recent cases of XL Bullies influenced how you perceive the legislation around

Banned Breeds?

37 Responses

D" Name Responses
1 anomymous Yes
2 anonymous Don't know
3 anomymous Yes
4 anonymous Yes
5 anomymous No
5 anonymous Don't know
7 anomymous No
8 anonymous No
9 anomymous No
10 anonymous Yes
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8. How familiar are you with Breed Specific Legislation (BSL) in the UK
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® Very Familiar 8

® Somewhat Familiar 28

More details
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14. In your opinion what improvements or changes would you suggest to make BSL or the enforcement of

dangerous dogs more effective?

28 Responses

DT Name Responses
More information to public to how to report a dog or owner who they feel may be
1 anonymous  dangerous maybe how peaple could report anonymously through the police not crime
stopper as feel that people don't really know about it better feedback from police
2 anonymous  I'm not sure
Licence owners of all dogs. more restrictions around breeding. Mandatory training for all dog
3 anonymous
owners
1 don't think the BSL needs any changes. The banned dog breeds are brought upon by poor
a anonymous  ownership of certain breeds which then leads to that breed being included on the banned
breeds list
Better education for dog owners, tougher penaltes for those who fail to pay due regard to
5 anonymous  legislation, better trainingand resources for police officers. Enforcement should be done by

specialst trained officers not response who are il equipped to deal with dangerous dogs
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14. In your opinion what improvements or changes would you suggest to make BSL or the enforcement of dangerous dogs more &

More detals
fective? e

Latest Responses
28 “To have a team of trained handlers/ behaviorists asses 2n allegedly dangerous dog..."

Responses.

10 respondents (36%) answered training for this question.

dog professionals breeds/owners )
licencestoownadog  people dogs not CHEED dog care
dangerdoq dangerous dogs  LT@INING  d0g OF OWNer g oyeryy
olice
muzzles and to keep dogs  owners of all dogs dog breeds dog Iim‘; breed if not

registrationand dog  culture around dog
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1 strongly believe people should have to have licences to own 2 dog (any pet really). There
should then be different level of licence for different breeds that may require specific needs
or can be harder to handle. Licences should be removed if the person is unable to provided
for the dog / breed. And the licence should have to be shown on purchasing a dog. There
should also be licences for breeders and should be illegal to breed if not holding the
licence.

Better police training , better use of professional judgment : less prejudice around 8SL
Offer training courses to owners

Mandatory training for powerful breeds/owners of powerful breeds.

More knowledge to be shared around it as I've never heard of BSL.

Carry out greater checks on dangerous dogs , Prohibit certain individuals from having
dogs.

Look at all dogs not just breeds
Only vetted and train people should own what is conceived as a High danger dog
Better training

Unsure
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As i said before | personally think there should be stricter guidelines/checks that have to be
done before people can buy these dogs

Thorough checks of the owner and home the dog is going to & training resources to help
adaption

1 don't know what the solution is but something needs to change, potentially it needs to start
with dog owners being more responsible. | agree with the ban on XL bullies and other
dangerous dog breeds, There are plenty of other dog breeds with calmer temperaments that
are far more suited to being pets. Bullies are bred to look imposing and to fight and too
many owners treat them as  status symbol.

see above
Longer il sentences for those who breed dangerous dogs.

“Think legislation should go further and require mandatory licensing and training for al dog
‘owners (ike drivers). Think there should be harsh prison sentences for owners whose dogs
‘cause ham to others.

There should be a focus on responsible dog ownership, education, and stricter penalties for
‘owners of dangerous dog, and those dogs that attack other dogs and/or humans. There
should be compulsory registration and dog training for AL dog owners, regardiess of breed.
There should be a reintroduction of the dog licence.

‘Owmers should have to be investigated, training classes, each dog accessed and dealt with
not tar all dogs of a certain breed with the same brush. It lie saying oh a Muslim bombed
us 50 all Muslims are now illegal in the UK. Which would never happen, so why do it to dogs?
Look 2t the root cause... the owner and its environment.

Nz
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Dogs are not dangerous, people are the problem

Scrap BSL. it clearly doesn't work and has caused huge pressure and demand on police
forces, To care for 2 dog, or any animal for that matter, owners should have to demonstrate
understanding and education around dog care, needs, training and handiing, and
demonstrate they are fulfiling the needs and drives of their dog, based on genetics, lineage
and personality. This could be 2 legislative role completed by dog professionals rather than
police, freeing up police time and hopefully ensuring more dogs, who are sentient,intelligent
and caring beings, are given the fulfiled lives they deserve. | think education around dog care
and training should be taught in schools, especially body language and signal, to allow
children to lear this along with respect and guardianship from  young age and for this to
hopefully change the culture around dog and animal care and ownership. | realise this would
be a huge undertaking and there will always be people who mistreat the animals and system,
but change has the start somewhere and | believe education and ignorance are the main
‘causes of the current culture that has led to the high rates of ssues, The breed is not the
problem, the humans are. If you can't care for children, you get them taken off of you, this
should be the same for dogs.

1 do not think breeds should be banned necessaril. | believe there can be laws in place. For
‘example muzzles and to keep dogs on leads. Check any cases where 2 dog has been
reported for dangerous behaviour.

o have a team of trained handiers/ behaviorists asses an allegedly dangerous dog with there
‘owner in different real lfe stuations and certify the safety and if any what safety measures
should be implemented in public for example




image158.png
Reason for Seizure

Susp Breed s1 | Offype | 3 |Aggsec| AWA Other Attack| Ageof | Ageof | Ageof | Attack | Service | Attack | Kennelled To Outcome,
3 Perso | attacked 1 | attacked 2 | attacked 3| Dog | Dog | other From
- - - -] nl- - - - - ~| anim: - - -
pitbull Yes Yes 30/05/2017_|29/11/2019| PTS
German Shepherd Yes | Yes Yes | 010 08/06/2018_|28/11/2019| PTS
‘American Bully Yes Yes | 218 Over 21/06/2018_|20/10/2020) PTS
‘American Bully Yes | Yes Yes | 010 22/11/2018_|07/07/2021] PTS
Staffie Cross Yes | Yes Yes | 010 22/01/2019_07/08/2019) PTS
‘American Bully Yes | Yes Yes 02/04/2019_[04/04/2019| Returned to owner
‘American Bully Yes | Yes Yes 02/04/2019_|18/06/2019| Returned to owner
‘American Bully Yes | Yes Yes 02/04/2019_[04/04/2019| Returned to owner
pitbull Yes No Yes | Yes Yes 06/07/2019_|[19/07/2019| Returned to owner
Staffie Yes | Yes Yes | 218 Over 21/07/2019_|02/06/2020] __Rehomed with rescue centre
Staffies Yes | Yes Yes | 218 Over 21/07/2019_|02/06/2020] __Rehomed with rescue centre
pitbull Yes No 10/09/2015_|20/09/201| Returned to owner
Rottweiler Yes | Yes Yes | 218 Over 11/09/2015_|06/03/2020] Returned to owner
Bull/Lurcher cross Yes Yes | 218 Over Yes 03/10/2019_|17/06/2021] __Rehomed with rescue centre
pitbull Yes No Yes Yes | 1621 27/10/2019_|08/11/2019| Returned to owner
pitbull Yes No Yes Yes | 1621 27/10/2019_|[15/06/2020) Returned to owner
Staffie Yes Yes | 21& Over| 21 & Over | 21 & Over 29/11/2019_|29/11/2019) PTS
German Shepherd Yes | Yes Yes | 218 Over 13/12/2019_|06/07/2020)| Returned to owner
Cane Corso Yes 08/02/2020_|[11/06/2020) Returned to owner
Husky/Lurcher Cross Yes 29/02/2020_|18/05/2020) Returned to owner
‘American Bully Yes | Yes Yes | 21&Over| 21 &Over 16/04/2020_|09/08/2022| __Rehomed with rescue centre
Dogue de Bordeaux Cross Yes Yes | 218 Over 05/05/2020_|14/07/2021] PTS
Malinois Yes | Yes Yes | 218 Over 18/06/2020 |29/01/2021 PTS
Staffie Cross Yes Yes | 218 Over Yes 14/08/2020_[02/09/2020)| PTS
‘German Shepherd - AWA Yes 26/09/2020_|13/10/2020] __Case handed over to RSPCA.
Lurcher Yes | Yes Yes | 218 Over 30/09/2020 |26/08/2021 Returned to owner
‘American Bully Yes | Yes Yes | 218 Over Yes 11/04/2021_|02/05/2021 Returned to owner
Staffie Yes | Yes Yes | 218 Over 24/04/2021_|09/08/2022]__Rehomed with rescue centre
Staffie Yes Yes | 218 Over 06/05/2021_|07/05/2021] Returned to owner
Border Collie Yes Yes | 010 24/08/2021_|03/10/2021] Returned to owner
Staffie Yes Yes | 218 Over 26/08/2021_|10/11/2021] Returned to owner
Ppitbull Yes Yes 10/11/2021 |07/09/2022)] Returned to owner
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Pitbull Yes No 10/11/2021 |23/11/2021| Returned to owner
Pitbull Yes No 10/11/2021 |23/11/2021| Returned to owner
Pitbull Yes No 10/11/2021 |23/11/2021| Returned to owner
Pitbull Yes Yes 01/12/2021 |08/11/2022| PTS
Japanese Tosa Yes Yes 04/12/2021 |22/08/2022| Returned to owner
Pitbull Yes No 18/12/2021 |24/12/2021| Returned to owner
Pitbull Yes No 18/12/2021 |24/12/2021| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes | 218 Over 23/12/2021_|28/12/2022| PTS
Staffie Yes Yes | 21&Over | 21 &Over Yes 24/12/2021 |03/02/2022| Returned to owner
Malinois Yes | Yes Yes | 218 Over 18/01/2022_|14/02/2022] Returned to owner
Pitbull Yes Yes 24/01/2022 |31/08/2022| Returned to owner
Staffie Cross Yes Yes | 21&Over| 21 &Over 02/02/2022_02/08/2022| Returned to owner
Staffie Yes 18/03/2022_|29/03/2022] Returned to owner
Pitbull Yes No 09/04/2022 |14/04/2022| Returned to owner
GSD Yes | Yes Yes | 218 Over Yes 05/05/2022_01/07/2022| Returned to owner
Pitbull Yes No 10/05/2022 |15/05/2022| Returned to owner
Dogue de Bordeaux Cross Yes Yes Yes | 21&Over, 11/05/2022 |12/11/2024)] Returned to owner
XUBully Yes | Yes Yes | 1621 Yes 22/05/2022_|31/10/2022| Returned to owner
Bulldog Yes Yes | 21&Over, 24/05/2022_|14/09/2022] Returned to owner
Staff/Bully Cross Yes Yes | 21&o0ver 25/05/2022 |14/09/2022| Returned to owner
Pitbull Yes No 07/06/2022 |08/02/2023| Returned to owner
Pitbull Yes Yes 07/06/2022 |07/07/2022| Returned to owner
Pitbull Yes No 27/06/2022 |03/08/2022| Returned to owner
Lurcher Yes 12/07/2022_|30/11/2024] Returned to owner
Sharpei Yes | Yes Yes | 218 Over Yes 30/07/2022_|07/05/2023 Returned to owner
Staffie Yes | Yes Yes | 1621 07/08/2022_|06/04/2023] Returned to owner
Belgian Malinois Yes. Yes | 1116 13/08/2022_|06/09/2022) Returned to owner.
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XLBully Yes Yes [ 21&Over Yes 04/10/2023 |28/11/2023] Returned to owner
Malamute Yes Yes | 21&Over Yes 04/10/2023 |28/11/2023] Returned to owner
‘American Bully Yes Yes | 218 Over 09/10/2023_|22/06/2024| PTS
Cane Corso Yes 19/10/2023 _|08/05/2024] PTS.
Cane Corso Yes 19/10/2023 _|08/05/2024] Rehomed
Cane Corso Yes 19/10/2023 _|08/05/2024] Rehomed
German Shepherd Yes | Yes 20/10/2023_|[31/10/2023] PTS
XUBully Yes | Yes Yes | 218 Over 24/10/2023_02/01/2024| PTS
XUBully Yes | Yes Yes | 218 Over 24/10/2023_|29/12/2023] Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes | 218 Over 24/10/2023_|28/08/2024| Returned to owner
Rotweiller Yes Yes Yes [ 21&Over 31/10/2023 |12/12/2023) Returned to owner
Mastiff/Bully Cross Tes | Tes Yes | 21&Over 08/11/2023_|09/08/2024| PTS
pitbull yes No 05/12/2023_|20/12/2023] Returned to owner
pitbull Yes Yes 27/12/2023_|[31/01/2024| PTS
Bull Breed Yes Yes | 218 Over 09/01/2024_[10/01/2024| PTS
Pocket Bully Yes 13/01/2024_|18/02/2024] PTS
Pocket Bully Yes 13/01/2024_|18/02/2024] PTS
Pocket Bully Yes 13/01/2024_|18/02/2024] PTS
XUBully Yes Yes Yes Yes | 218 Over 03/02/2024_[04/03/2024| PTS
XUBully Yes Yes 05/02/2024_07/03/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 11/02/2024_|18/07/2024] Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 17/02/2024_|26/04/2024] PTS
XUBully Yes Yes 22/02/2024_[10/07/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes | 218 Over 23/02/2024_|24/02/2024| PTS
Malamute Yes Yes | 218&oOver 23/02/2024 [24/02/2024] PTS
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XLBully Yes Yes Yes 27/02/2024_|31/08/2024] Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 29/02/2024_|20/03/2024| PTS
XUBully Yes Yes Yes | Yes 03/03/2024_04/03/2024| PTS
XUBully Yes Yes 15/03/2024_|10/06/2024] Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 20/03/2024_|26/06/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 20/03/2024_|[19/07/2024| Returned to owner
XLBully Yes No 23/03/2024_|05/04/2024] Returned to LA Kennels.
XUBully Yes Yes 25/03/2024_|23/09/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully yes Yes 28/03/2024_|18/04/2024| PTS
XUBully Yes Yes 29/03/2024_|05/09/2024| Returned to owner
Cane Corso Yes 31/03/2024_|31/07/2024] __Rehomed with rescue centre

American Bully Yes No 31/03/2024_|20/01/2025| Rehomed by ACS
pitbull Yes Yes 01/04/2024_|26/04/2024| PTS
XUBully Yes Yes 03/04/2024_|28/08/2024| Returned to owner
XLBully Yes Yes 04/04/2024 still Boarding
XLBully Yes Yes 05/04/2024 still Boarding
XLBully Yes Yes 08/04/2024 To Check - in Dogs Out.
XUBully Yes Yes 09/04/2024_|16/07/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 09/04/2024_|18/07/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes No 09/04/2024_[11/04/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 09/04/2024_|16/07/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 11/04/2024_|15/04/2024] PTS
XUBully yes Yes 17/04/2024_|16/07/2024] Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 17/04/2024_|16/07/2024] Returned to owner
XUBully 19/04/2024_|23/04/2024] Returned to owner
XLBully Yes Yes 23/04/2024 still Boarding
XLBully Yes Yes 23/04/2024 still Boarding
XLBully Yes Yes 23/04/2024 still Boarding
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Husky Yes | Yes Yes | o010 28/08/2022 [27/12/202) Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 04/09/2022_|06/04/2023] PTS
Bulldog Yes Yes | 218 Over 06/09/2022_|22/09/2022| Returned to owner

GSD Prisoner Dog 08/09/2022_09/09/2022| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes | Yes Yes | 218 Over 31/10/2022_|30/01/2024] PTS
Russian Mastiff Yes Yes Yes | 218&Over 12/11/2022 |15/11/2022)] PTS.

Mastiff Yes Yes 11-16 01/12/2022 |10/06/2023] Returned to owner

XUBully Yes | Yes Yes | 218 Over 11/12/2022_|14/08/2023 Returned to owner

Staffie Yes Yes Yes [ 21&Over 11/12/2022_|22/12/2022| Returned to owner

pitbull Yes No Yes Yes 24/01/2023_[14/02/2023] Returned to owner

pitbull Yes No 24/01/2023_[14/02/2023] Returned to owner
pitbull Yes No 24/01/2023_[14/02/2023] Returned to owner
pitbull Yes No 24/01/2023_[14/02/2023] Returned to owner
pitbull Yes No 24/01/2023_[14/02/2023] Returned to owner
pitbull Yes No 24/01/2023_[14/02/2023] Returned to owner
pitbull Yes No 24/01/2023_[14/02/2023] Returned to owner
pitbull Yes No 24/01/2023_[14/02/2023] Returned to owner
pitbull Yes No 24/01/2023_[14/02/2023] Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 26/01/2023_|08/06/2023] Returned to owner

Pitbull Yes Yes 02/02/2023 |02/03/2023 PTS.

pitbull Yes Yes 03/02/2023_|04/11/2023] Returned to owner

pitbull Yes No 03/02/2023_|[17/05/2023] Returned to owner
pitbull Yes Yes 06/02/2023_|23/08/2023] Returned to owner
pitbull Yes No 07/02/2023_|[17/05/2023] Returned to owner

Pitbull Yes Yes 13/02/2023 |05/01/2024| PTS
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4. How familiar are you with Breed Specific Legislation (BSL) in the UK More details

® Very Familiar 1

46%
® Somewhat Familiar 19

51%
® Not Familiar at all 17
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Pitbull Yes No 20/02/2023 |08/03/2023| Returned to owner
pitbull Yes No No 26/02/2023_|30/03/2023] Returned to owner
XUBully Yes No No No | 04/03/2023 |08/03/2023 Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes | 218 Over Yes 12/03/2023_|08/06/2023 Returned to owner
pitbull Yes Yes No No No_| 13/03/2023 |18/03/2023 Returned to owner

Cane Corso Yes Yes | 21&Over 22/04/2023 |09/08/2024] Returned to owner
pitbull Yes | Yes Yes | 218 Over Yes Horses | 25/04/2023 |03/08/2023 Returned to owner
Pocket Bullly Yes | Yes Yes | 010 29/04/2023_[17/05/2023] PTS
urkish Kengal/Asian Shepherd Yes Yes | 010 14/05/2023_|23/08/2023 Returned to owner
Staff Cross - AWA No No No No No 16/05/2023 |18/05/2023 Returned to owner
pitbull Yes No 01/06/2023_|02/06/2023] Returned to owner
Cane Corso - AWA No Yes 12/06/2023 |22/06/2023 Returned to owner
Cane Corso - AWA No Yes 12/06/2023 |22/06/2023 Returned to owner
pitbull Yes No 16/06/2023_|18/07/2023 Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes Yes | Yes 08/07/2023_|07/08/2024| PTS
Pitbull Yes Yes 27/07/2023 |04/04/2024] PTS.
Pitbull Yes Yes 03/08/2023 |14/08/2024] PTS.
XUBully Yes | Yes Yes | 010 07/08/2023_|18/10/2023] PTS
XLUBully/Boxer No Yes No No Sheep | 19/08/2023_|08/09/2023] Dog Rehomed
Staffie Cross Yes 19/08/2023 |08/09/2023 Rehomed
pitbull Yes No 14/09/2023_|17/09/2023 Returned to owner
‘German Shepard Yes 15/09/2023_|19/10/2023 PTS
pitbull Yes No 28/09/2023_|05/12/2023] Returned to owner
XLBully Yes Yes Yes Yes | 21&oOver 03/10/2023 still Boarding
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XLBully Yes No 14/10/2024 |07/11/2024Returned to owner - Return date approx
XUBully Yes Yes 15/10/2024. Still Boarding
XUBully Yes Yes 15/10/2024_|07/01/2025| Returned to Owner
Bull Breed Yes Yes 16/10/2024 still Boarding
XUBully Yes Yes 16/10/2024_|02/12/2024] PTS
XUBully Yes Yes 16/10/2024_|02/12/2024] PTS
XUBully Yes Yes 16/10/2024. Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 17/10/2024. Still Boarding
XUBully Yes Yes 17/10/2024. Still Boarding
XUBully Yes Yes 19/10/2024. Still Boarding
XUBully Yes Yes Yes | Yes Yes | 218 Over 23/10/2024 Still Boarding
XUBully Yes Yes 23/10/2024_|09/12/2024| Returned to Owner
XUBully Yes No 24/10/2024_[11/11/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes No 24/10/2024_[11/11/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes No 25/10/2024_|[11/11/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes No 25/10/2024_|[11/11/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 28/10/2024 Still Boarding
XUBully Yes Yes 30/10/2024. Still Boarding
XUBully Yes No 02/11/2024_07/11/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes No 05/11/2024_|07/11/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 05/11/2024_|24/11/2024| PTS
XUBully Yes Yes 07/11/2024_|22/11/2024| Returned to owner
pitbull Yes Yes 07/11/2024 Still Boarding
Pocket Bully Yes No 07/11/2024_02/12/2024| Rehomed by ACS
XUBully Yes Yes 08/11/2024 Still Boarding
Unknown DA Victim's Dog 22/11/2024_[02/12/2024| Rehomed by Kennels
XUBully Yes Yes 20/11/2024 Still Boarding
Pocket Bully Yes | ves Yes | 218&Over 22/11/2024 | 05/12/2024] Returned to Owner
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Pitbull Yes No 20/08/2024 _|30/10/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes No Yes | Yes Yes | 218 Over Yes 24/08/2024_|28/08/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes No 02/09/2024_|27/09/2024| Returned to owner
Mixed Breed Yes No Yes 03/09/2024 Still Boarding
XUBully Yes Yes 04/09/2024_|[16/12/2024| Returned to Owner
XUBully Yes No 05/09/2024_[02/10/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 06/09/2024_|25/11/2024| Returned under [ES
XUBully Yes No 11/09/2024_|24/09/2024] Returned to owner
Collie 11/09/2024_|30/09/2024] Returned to owner
XUBully Yes No 11/09/2024_|24/09/2024] Returned to owner
German Shepherd Prisoner Dogs, NCA covering cost 12/09/2024. N/A
‘German Shepherd Prisoner Dogs, NCA covering cost 12/09/2024. N/A
XUBully Yes No 17/09/2024_|17/11/2024] Returned to owner
Staffie Yes | Yes Yes | 218 Over 17/09/2024_|21/12/2024] Returned to Owner
XUBully Yes Yes Yes | Yes Yes | 218 Over 17/09/2024_|12/12/2024] PTS
XUBully Yes No 18/09/2024_|02/11/2024] Returned to owner
XUBully Yes No Yes 18/09/2024_|11/11/2024] Returned to owner
XUBully Yes No 19/09/2024_|02/10/2024] Returned to owner
pitbull Yes Yes 24/09/204 Still Boarding
XUBully Yes Yes 25/09/2024 Still Boarding
Pocket Bully Yes No 25/09/2024_|27/09/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 26/09/2024 Still Boarding
Pocket Bully 26/09/2024_|27/09/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 09/10/2024_|29/10/2024| Returned to owner
Pocket Bully DA Victim's dog 10/10/2024_|29/10/2024] Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes Yes Yes 11/10/2024 Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 11/10/2024 Still Boarding
XLBully. Yes No 11/10/2024_|30/10/2024] Returned to owner
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XL/American Bulldog Yes No Yes 20/06/2024_[17/07/2024)] Returned to owner
Staffie Yes 20/06/2024_|[12/07/2024] Returned to owner
XLBully Yes Yes 21/06/2024. still Boarding
Chow Chow Yes Yes Yes | 21&Over 23/06/2024 |25/06/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes No 24/06/2024_|15/07/2024| Returned to owner

Pocket Bully Yes Yes Yes | 1621 29/06/2024. still Boarding
XUBully Yes No 02/07/2024_|16/07/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 02/07/2024_|[17/09/2024| Returned to owner
Doberman Yes | Yes Yes | 218 Over 04/07/2024_|24/07/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes No 05/07/2024_|28/08/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 10/07/2024_|07/01/2025| Returned to Owner
XLBully Yes Yes 10/07/2024 still Boarding
Pitbull Yes Yes 11/07/2024 still Boarding
pitbull Yes Yes 11/07/2024_|12/07/2024] PTS
XLBully Yes No Yes Yes Yes | 218 0ver 12/07/2024_|19/09/2024) Returned to owner
XUBully 12/07/2024_|15/07/2024] Returned to owner
XUBully 13/07/2024_|17/07/2024] Returned to owner
XUBully Yes No 14/07/2024_|17/07/2024] Returned to owner
XLBully Yes Yes Yes Yes 23/07/2024 still Boarding
XUBully Yes No 24/07/2024_[11/11/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 06/08/2024_|30/09/2024| PTS
Chihuahua Prisoner Dogs 07/08/2024_|08/09/2024] Returned to owner
Collie Prisoner Dogs 07/08/2024_|09/09/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes No 11/08/2024_|12/08/2024] Returned to owner
XUBully Yes No 12/08/2024_|02/10/2024] Returned to owner
XLBully Yes Yes 17/08/2024 still Boarding
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XLBully Yes Yes 23/04/2024 still Boarding.
XLBully Yes Yes 23/04/2024 still Boarding
XLBully Yes Yes 26/04/2024 still Boarding
XUBully yes No 26/04/2024_|30/04/2024| Returned to Owner
XLBully Yes Yes 10/05/2024 still Boarding
XUBully Yes Yes 13/05/2024_|02/10/2024] Returned to owner
Owner in prison, XL
Bully but on exempt.
XLBully Yes list 50 no offence 14/05/2024 Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 14/05/2024_|24/09/2024] Returned to owner
XIBully Yes Yes 21/05/2024_|15/07/2024] Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 21/05/2024_|31/07/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes No Yes | Yes Yes | 218 Over 24/05/2024_|[12/08/2024| PTS
XUBully Yes Yes 25/05/2024_|26/07/2024| PTS
Fox Terrier Yes 27/05/2024_|13/06/2024] __Rehomed with rescue centre
XUBully Yes No 30/05/2024_|15/08/2024] Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 30/05/2024_|15/08/2024] Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 30/05/2024_|15/08/2024] Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 04/06/2024_|18/07/2024| Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 04/06/2024_|13/06/2024| PTS
XLBully/Dogo Argentino_| _Yes Yes 09/06/2024_|[12/07/2024| PTS
XUBully Yes No Yes 10/06/2024_|23/07/2024] Returned to owner
XUBully Yes No Yes 10/06/2024_|23/07/2024] Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes 12/06/2024_|03/10/2024] Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes Yes 14/06/2024_|21/06/2024] Returned to owner
XUBully Yes Yes Yes No Yes 15/06/2024_|19/12/2024] Returned to owner
Pitbull Yes Yes Yes 20/06/2024 still Boarding
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XLBully Yes Yes Breach of CDO 23/11/204 still Boarding
XLBully Yes TBC 25/11/2024 still Boarding
pitbull Yes TBC 2/11/2024 still Boarding
XLBully Yes TBC 05/12/2024 still Boarding
XLBully Yes TBC 07/12/2028_|17/12/2024] PTS

XLBully (REG) Yes Yes Yes Breach of CDO Yes | 21&Over 19/12/2024 still Boarding
XLBully Yes TBC 18/12/2024 still Boarding
XLBully Yes TBC 19/12/2024 still Boarding
XLBully Yes TBC 20/12/2024 still Boarding
XLBully Yes TBC 20/12/2024 still Boarding
XLBully Yes TBC 02/01/2025 still Boarding
pitbull Yes TBC 04/01/2025 still Boarding
XLBully Yes TBC 05/01/2025 still Boarding
XLBully Yes Yes 08/01/2025 still Boarding
XLBully Yes Yes 08/01/2025 still Boarding
XLBully Yes Yes 08/01/2025 still Boarding
XLBully Yes TBC 10/01/2025 still Boarding
XLBully Yes TBC 12/01/2025 still Boarding
XLBully Yes TBC 14/01/2025 still Boarding
XLBully Yes TBC 14/01/2025 still Boarding
XLBully Yes TBC 17/01/2025 still Boarding
XLBully Yes TBC 21/01/2025 still Boarding
Pitbull Yes TBC 30/12/2024 still Boarding
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May 2017 to June 2018 only 1 dog in kennels

Jan-19 5 [Jan20 8 [Jan21 6 [Jan22 5 [san2s3 19 [Jan2a 21
Feb-19 5 | Feb20 10 | Feba1 5 | Feb22 8 | Feb23 27| Febaa 25
Mar-19 5 | Mar20 10 | Mar21 5 | mar22 8 |Mar23 | 20 |Mar24| 30
Apr19 8 | Apr20 5 |apra1 7 | apr22 s | Apr23 18 | Apr2a 6
May-19 6 | May20 10 | May21 8 |May22 | 13 |May23 | 18 | May2a | 49
Jun-1g 3| Jun-19 5 |Jun-20 10 [Jun21 6 |Jun2a 15 |Jun2s 17 |Jun2a 60
Jul1g 3| s 7 [ui20 6 |21 5 |2 18 |23 13 |Jul2a 68
Aug-18 3| Aug1s 7 | Aug20 5 | Auga1 3 | Aug2 195 | Aug23 16 |Aug2d | 51
Sep-18 3| sep19 8 | sep20 8 | sep21 2 |sep22 16 | sep23 14 | sep2a 58
Oct18 3| oct1s 10| Oct20 7 |octar 2 |oct2z 1 | oct23 21 | o2 67
Nov-1g 4| Nov19 11 | Nov-20 5 | Novar 6 | Nov22 11| Nov23 19 |Nov2s | 71
Dec18 4 Dec19 8 | Dec20 5 | Dec21 5 | Dec22 12 | Dec23 21 |Dec2s | 62
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4.0n a Scale of 1-5 (1 being ot effective and 5 being very effective) how effective do you think is Breed Specific Legislat

M detail:
ion (BSL) in addressing the problem of dangerous dogs More detalls

Level 5 N 2
2 84 Level 4 I 12
Average Rating Level 3 I 16

[ BONG) Level 2 MG 7

Level 1 G
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5.0n a Scale of 1-5 (1 being not effective and 5 being very effective) how effective do you think is Breed Specific Legislat

M detail:
ion (BSL) in addressing the problem of dangerous dogs More detalls

Level 5 (N 2
2.24 Level 4 [ 2
Average Rating Level 3 M 11
[ NONBONG)] Level 2 . 10

Level 1 I 12
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7. Has the Legislation Improved Public Safety around Banned Breeds? More details

34%
® Yes 18 1%
® No i
® Don't Know 15
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8. Has the Legislation Improved Public Safety around Banned Breeds? More details

19%
35%

® Ves 7

® No 17

® Don'tKnow 13

46%
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13. Do you believe that banning specific breeds have reduced the number of dog attacks? More details

24%
31%
® Ves 14
® No 20
® Don'tKnow i

44%
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13. Has the media around recent cases of XL Bullies influenced how you perceive the legislation around Banned Breeds?  More details

"%

g

o No 14 s1%

o ves 19

® Don't Know 4 38%
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When Where Why Kind of Dog
2011 Newport | suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2011 Newport | suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2011 Blacnau Gwent | suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2011 Newport | suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2011 Blacnau Gwent |_suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2011 Newport | suspected of being a dangerous breed Unknown bull breed
2011 Newport Dangerously out of control Mastiff Cross
2011 Newport Dangerously out of control Mastiff Cross
2011 Newport | suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2012 Caerphilly Dangerously out of control Unknown/Mixed breed
2012 Newport | suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2012 Newport | suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2012 Torfaen Suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2012 Torfaen Dangerously out of control Bulldog
2012 Torfaen Dangerously out of control Boxer
2012 Newport | suspected of being a dangerous breed Staffie cross
2012 Newport Dangerously out of control Jack Russell
2012 Torfaen Suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2012 Torfaen Suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2012 Newport Dangerously out of control Jack Russell
2012 Torfaen Dangerously out of control Staffie
2012 Newport | suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2012 Blacnau Gwent Dangerously out of control Staffie
2012 Blacnau Gwent Dangerously out of control Staffie
2013 Monmouthshire Dangerously out of control Staffie cross
2013 Newport | suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2013 Newport | suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2013 Blacnau Gwent | suspected of being a dangerous breed Bulldog
2013 Newport | suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2013 Newport | suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
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2013 Newport | Suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2013 Newport | suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2013 Newport Dangerously out of control Bull breed mix
2013 Blaenau Gwent | suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2013 Newport | suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2014 Torfaen Suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2014 Newport Dangerously out of control Bull breed mix
2014 Blacnau Gwent |_suspected of being a dangerous breed Dogo Argentino
2014 Newport Dangerously out of control German shepherd
2014 Newport | suspected of being a dangerous breed Bull breed mix
2015 Newport | suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2015 Torfaen Dangerously out of control Boxer Cross
2015 Newport | suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2015 Newport Dangerously out of control Jack Russell
2015 Newport | suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2015 Blacnau Gwent | suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2015 Caerphilly | suspected of being a dangerous breed Pitbull
2015 Caerphilly | suspected of being a dangerous breed Pitbull
2015 Newport | suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2015 Newport | suspected of being a dangerous breed Pitbull
2015 Newport | suspected of being a dangerous breed Pitbull
2015 Newport | suspected of being a dangerous breed pitbull
2015 Blacnau Gwent |_suspected of being a dangerous breed Pitbull
2015 Blacnau Gwent | suspected of being a dangerous breed Pitbull
2015 Caerphilly Dangerously out of control ‘American Bulldog
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Rise in dog attacks recorded by almost all police forces

Annual out-of-control dog attack offences recorded by forces in England &
Wales

Select a police force from the list below to see local data

Total -
25,731
ﬁ ﬁ - i
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Source: Police data obtained under FOI 5 15]c]

Cheshire Constabulary not included in total as missing 2023
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Policing Perspective regarding Legislation around Banned Breeds inc XL Bully

1. How long in service are you
[ o3veas
[ 36Years
[] 6-10Vears

[ 10= Years

2. How old are you?
O 12
O 2124
O 2
O 34
O 55t
O

55+
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3. What Involvement have you had around working with dogs in policing?
None
Policing - nital Attendance
Assisting with Seizures/Warrents
Dog Handler / Sergeant
Admin

Kennels

Other

4.0n a Scale of 1-5 (1 being not effective and 5 being very effective) how effective do you think is Breed Specific Legislation (BSL) in
addressing the problem of dangerous dogs

5. Why?

Enteryour answer

6. Has demand increased since the Legislation around the XL Bully Increased?
O Yes
O N

O Donitknow
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1. Do you feel that the BSL unfairly targets specific breeds?
O Yes

o
O N

O Donithoow

12. If you answered yes, then why?

Enteryour answer

13. Do you believe that banning specific breeds have reduced the number of dog attacks?
O Yes

O N

O Donitknow

14. In your opinion what improvements or changes would you suggest to make BSL or the enforcement of dangerous dogs more
effective?

Enteryour answer

15. Any additional comments or insights about BSL, the XL Bully, other banned breeds or dog related incidents

Enteryour answer




image23.png
7. Has the Legislation Improved Public Safety around Banned Breeds?
O ¥es
O No

O Donitknow

8. How familiar are you with Breed Specific Legislation (BSL) in the UK
Very Familiar
Somewhat Familiar

Not Familir at all

9. In your opinion how has BSL Impacted Policing and Police Forces?

Enteryour answer

10. From experience, what has been the primary challenge when dealing with dangerous dogs?
O Lackof Public awareness i the law

O Diffculy identiying the breed

O Resistance from Dog Owners

O Insufficient training for offcers.

O other
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Public Perspective regarding Legislation around Banned Breeds inc XL Bully

1. What involvement/experience do you have with dogs?
[ MNone
(] Dog Owner
(] Have grown up/had a famity dog

[ Workuwith dogs

O other

2. How old are you?

O 12
O s
53
s

O
O
O ws
O

3. From your knowledge, how many breeds have been banned in the UK since the introduction of the Legislation?

Enter your answer
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4. How familiar are you with Breed Specific Legislation (BSL) in the UK
O Very Familiar
Somewhat Famiiar

O Not Famiaratll

5.0na Scale of 1-5 (1 being not effective and 5 being very effective) how effective do you think is Breed Specific Legislation (BSL) in
addressing the problem of dangerous dogs

6. Why?

Enter your answer

7. Do you believe since the legislation around the XL Bully, policing demand has risen due to dog related incidents?
Yes

O N

Don't Know

8. Has the Legislation Improved Public Safety around Banned Breeds?
Yes
No

O Doritkoow
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9. Do you feel that the BSL unfairly targets specific breeds?
O ves
O N

O Donitknow

10. If you answered yes, then why?

Enter your answer

1. Do you feel that Breed Specific Legislation since the introduction of the XL Bully, has impacted Police Resourcing, time and money?
O ves
O N

O Donitknow

O Yes

O N

O Donitknow

13. Has the media around recent cases of XL Bullies influenced how you perceive the legislation around Banned Breeds?
O Yes
O N

O Donitknow
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14. In your opinion what improvements or changes would you suggest to make BSL or the enforcement of dangerous dogs more
effective?

Enter your answer

15. Any additional comments or insights about BSL, the XL Bully, other banned breeds or dog related incidents

Enter your answer
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1. How long in service are you More details

18%

® 03 Years “ ’ 3
® 36 Years 18 1%

® 610 Vears 5

® 10+ Years 8
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1. How long in service are you

45 Responses

D7 Name Responses

1 anonymous ['3-6 Years']
2 anonymous ['0-3 Years']
3 anonymous ['6-10 Years']
4 anonymous ['0-3 Years']
5 anonymous ['0-3 Years']
6 anonymous ['6-10 Years']
7 anonymous ['0-3 Years']
8 anonymous ['3-6 Years']
9 anonymous ['3-6 Years']
10 anonymous ['3-6 Years']
1 anonymous ["10 + Years ']
12 anonymous ['6-10 Years']
13 anonymous ["10 + Years ']
14 anonymous ['3-6 Years']
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45

anonymous

anonymous

['6-10 Years']

['3-6 Years']
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1. How long in service are you

45 Responses

29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
2

43

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

["10 + Years ']
['0-3 Years']
['0-3 Years']
['3-6 Years']
['3-6 Years']
['0-3 Years']
["10 + Years ']
['0-3 Years']
['3-6 Years']
['0-3 Years']
["10 + Years ']
['3-6 Years']
['0-3 Years']
['0-3 Years']

['3-6 Years']




image32.png
1. How long in service are you

45 Responses

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
2
23
24
25
2
27
28

29

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

['3-6 Years']
['3-6 Years']

["10 + Years ']

3 Years']

6 Years']

[10 + Years ']

10 Years']

6 Years']

6 Years']
['0-3 Years']
['0-3 Years']
['3-6 Years']
['3-6 Years']
[10 + Years ']

["10 + Years ']
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2. How old are you?

45 Responses

D7 Name Responses
1 anonymous 25-34
2 anonymous 25-34
3 anonymous 4554
4 anonymous 25-34
5 anonymous 25-34
6 anonymous 25-34
7 anonymous 25-34
8 anonymous 35-44
9 anonymous 25-34
10 anonymous 35-44
1 anonymous 35-44
12 anonymous 25-34
13 anonymous 35-44
14 anonymous 35-44
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2. How old are you?

18-21

2124

2534

3544

4554

55+

20

25

More details
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3. What Involvement have you had around working with dogs in policing? More details

® None 5 -

@ Policing - Initial Attendance 34 I
@ Assisting with Seizures/Warrents 21 ]

@ Dog Handler / Sergeant 2 a

® Admin 3 -

® Kennels 3 -

® Other 1 ]

0 10 20 30 40
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anonymous

["Policing - Initial Attendance *]

["Policing - Initial Attendance *,"Assisting with Seizures/Warrents"]

["Assisting with Seizures/Warrents","Policing - Initial Attendance *,"Admin"]

["Policing - Initial Attendance *,"Assisting with Seizures/Warrents’]
["Policing - Initial Attendance *,"Assisting with Seizures/Warrents’]
["Policing - Initial Attendance *]

["Policing - Initial Attendance *,"Kennels’]

["Policing - Initial Attendance *,"Assisting with Seizures/Warrents’]
["Policing - Initial Attendance *]

["None"]

["Policing - Initial Attendance *]

["Policing - Initial Attendance *]

["Policing - Initial Attendance *]

["Policing - Initial Attendance *]

["Assisting with Seizures/Warrents","Policing - Initial Attendance "]
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3. What Involvement have you had around working with dogs in policing?

45 Responses

D7 Name Responses

1 anonymous  [*Policing - Initial Attendance *,"Assisting with Seizures/Warrents]

2 anonymous  ["None’]

3 anonymous  [*Policing - Initial Attendance *,"Assisting with Seizures/Warrents]

4 anonymous  [*Policing - Initial Attendance *,"Assisting with Seizures/Warrents]

5 anonymous  ["Assisting with Seizures/Warrents']

6 anonymous  [*Policing - Initial Attendance ']

7 anonymous  [*Policing - Initial Attendance ']

E anonymous  [*Policing - Initial Attendance *,"Assisting with Seizures/Warrents","Admin’]

9 anonymous  [*Policing - Initial Attendance *,"Assisting with Seizures/Warrents]

10 anonymous  ["Assisting with Seizures/Warrents","Policing - Initial Attendance *]

1 anonymous  [*Policing - Initial Attendance ']

» anonymous  LPOlicing - nitial Attendance °Asssting with Seizures/Warrents","Dog Handier /
Sergeant’,"Admin,"Kennels’]

13 anonymous  [*Policing - Initial Attendance ']

14 anonvmous  "None'l
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4.0na Scale of 1-5 (1 being not effective and 5 being very effective) how effective do you think is Breed Specific Legislat

ion (BSL) in addressing the problem of dangerous dogs More detalls

Level S [ 2
2 8 4 Level 4 G 12
Aversge Rating Level 3 — 15

[ NN NONO]J Level 2 —

Level 1 M
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4. 0n a Scale of 1-5 (1 being not effective and 5 being very effective) how effective do you think is
Breed Specific Legislation (BSL) in addressing the problem of dangerous dogs

45 Responses

D+ Name Responses
1 anonymous 2
2 anonymous 1
3 anonymous 1
4 anonymous 2
5 anonymous 3

6 anonymous 1




image43.png
45 anonymous  ["Assisting with Seizures/Warrents’]
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["Policing - Initial Attendance *,"Assisting with Seizures/Warrents’]
["Assisting with Seizures/Warrents']

["Policing - Initial Attendance *,"Assisting with Seizures/Warrents’]
[intel]

["Policing - Initial Attendance *]

["None']

["Policing - Initial Attendance *,"Assisting with Seizures/Warrents’]
["Policing - Initial Attendance *]
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["Policing - Initial Attendance *,"Assisting with Seizures/Warrents”,"Kennels']

["Policing - Initial Attendance *]
["Assisting with Seizures/Warrents']
["Policing - Initial Attendance *]

['Dog Handler / Sergeant’]
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5. Why? More details

Latest Responses
34 “The issue is not the breed of dog itself but how they are treated/cared for b...

"It covers what is needed however the demand that the legislation has place..

Responses “I have primarily attended dangerous dog incidents where the dog involved ...

21 respondents (62%) answered dogs for this question.

actions of their dogs
not the dog
measurements on dogs legislation dOgS breed banned breed 0,5 qwnership
dog incidents dog attacks g from people
dog breeding

dog owners

perception of dogs dogs &dogs  dogs become aggressive

dangerous dogs

breed of dog
temperaments of the dog

innocent dogs
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5. Why?

34 Responses

IDT  Name Responses
There are still owners who still own and have no registered dogs such as XL bullies
1 anonymous A "
and show no interest in keeping these dogs safe
2 anonymous  People still own them
Police have had neighbours make numerous false calls in relation to xI bullies
3 anonymous .
however we are duty bound to investigate.
As the temperaments of the dog can be different and a big factor involves how the
4 anonymous
dog is brought up the owner and trained by the owner.
Utilises specific information, corroborates intelligence which is specific and
5 anonymous  appropriate to target offenders and any dangerous dogs. Working in NPT has seen

this be effective in an area with high demand of dangerous dogs.
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1

12

13

14

15

16

17

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

Not all XL Bullies and other banned dogs aren't always aggressive and it
unfortunately paints a negative experience around the perception of dogs.

Specifies which breeds have been identified as being problematic and which breeds
have caused harm to other dogs / members of the public. However, doesn't take into
account the actions or behaviours of the owners.

Punitive punishment for breaches, dogs are often returned.

Prior to this specific legislation coming in there appeared to be more fatal dog
related calls. However, since the strict legislation has come in these sort of calls
appear to have diminished. It is also easier for Police to now manage dogs which are
a banned breed.

Not everyone who own's the dogs is aware of the legislation and the current
legislation doesn't seem to be a deterrent. However due to the legislation being
introduced our enforcement has increased due to the concerns over the risk the dogs
present.

Not enough knowledge

owners who will be irresponsible will not follow the rules
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Hundreds of innocent dogs have been euthanised due to this legislation that has
been put in place. It does not solve the issue that the majority of dog attacks happen
due to irresponsible owners. | have been part of several dog warrants and seized
many XL's which have all been friendly. Some have been taken straight to the vets
and some are having to spend months in kennels whilst we take the owners to court.
I think that a better approach to dog ownership would be for a legislation to be
brought in whereby ALL dogs have to be microchipped (already in place), insured,
and neutered. Any dog that has shown any aggression should be muzzled and kept
on a lead, regardless of breed. There also needs to be stricter legislation on dog
breeding as this is completely unchecked. ‘Designer breeds' are being bred in
backyard kennels and sold off to anyone. There are no checks on the temperaments
of the parent dogs and as such this willfilter down through litters for years to come. |
also think that some dogs become aggressive for simple reasons, such as frustration

7 anonymous

for not being exercised enough, being left alone too long, not being given the right
stimulation for their breed eg. collies are bred to heard, huskies bred to run miles
and miles in the snow, terriers bred to hunt... the list goes on.

Issue will always come down to identifying the dogs. Cross breading doesn't reduce
E anonymous  danger but creates loop holes and the whole process is drawn out and technical
when it doesn't need to be

Makes things more effective when dealing with that specific breed. The law is clear

9
nOnYmOUS - 4nd straight forward.

More dogs & dogs are now being put under measures to ensure they are safe whilst

10 .
anOnYMOUS 4 the public domain
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The legislation paints the whole breed with the same brush when it is the dog owners
that should be held responsible for the actions of their dogs not the dog. Plenty of
responsible dog owners own the banned breeds and they are as soft and calm as
Kittens because they were trained well yet they get seized and destroyed for reasons
that are not about them at all. Also owners who could not afford the licensing for the
breed at the time have had their dogs seized and destroyed for no reason.

responsible owners are taking accountability and following the legislation, which in
effect reduces dog attacks

It's in black and white what is legislation. It allows all parties knowledge on which
breeds are deemed to be dangerous/banned.

Asa PCSO | am not sure of the legislation

Itis often said but the problem lies with the owner, not the dog. You can have the
most loyal, well trained German Sheppard and the nastiest Golden Retriever.

breeding of all dogs needs to be better handled

There needs to be measures in place to tackle this.

Potentially dangerous dogs are being removed from the streets.

the legislation s not effective enough to deal with the issues, i agree some breeds

need outright bans but the legislation should be more specific around police powers
of entry and seizure




image53.png
27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

Good powers to deal with ban breeds
| don't have great knowledge of it

I believe different breeds have trends and once a breed is popular for a negative
reason it needs to be dealt with and legislation helps police officers tackle that

The legislation can only change so much. Without adequate resourcing and planning
in place, there is no realistic prospect of enforcing the legslation.

As we have been seizing dog's from people the amount of dog attacks has
dropped.

I have primarily attended dangerous dog incidents where the dog involved was NOT
a fighting breed

It covers what is needed however the demand that the legslation has placed on the
force has not been considered and staff are working in dangerous environments
when dealing with these dogs

The issue is not the breed of dog itself but how they are treated/cared for by owners
- banning the breed does not deal with the cause, and demonises certain breeds.
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6. Has demand increased since the Legislation around the XL Bully Increased?

45 Responses

D7 Name Responses
1 anonymous Yes
2 anonymous No
3 anonymous No
4 anonymous Yes
5 anonymous Yes
6 anonymous Yes
7 anonymous Yes
8 anonymous Yes
9 anonymous Yes
10 anonymous Yes
1 anonymous Yes
12 anonymous Yes
13 anonymous Yes

14 anonymous Don't Know
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6. Has demand increased since the Legislation around the XL Bully Increased? More details
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7. Has the Legislation Improved Public Safety around Banned Breeds? More details
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7. Has the Legislation Improved Public Safety around Banned Breeds?

44 Responses

D7 Name Responses
1 anonymous Yes
2 anonymous No
3 anonymous No
4 anonymous Don't Know
5 anonymous Don't Know
6 anonymous No
7 anonymous Yes
8 anonymous Don't Know
9 anonymous Don't Know
10 anonymous No
1 anonymous Don't Know
12 anonymous Yes
13 anonymous Yes
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8. How familiar are you with Breed Specific Legislation (BSL) in the UK

45 Responses

D7 Name Responses
1 anonymous ['Somewhat Familiar']
2 anonymous ['Somewhat Familiar']
3 anonymous ["Not Familiar at all’]
4 anonymous ['Somewhat Familiar']
5 anonymous ['Very Familiar ']

6 anonymous ['Somewhat Familiar']

7 anonymous ["Not Familiar at all']
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8. How familiar are you with Breed Specific Legislation (BSL) in the UK

y *
® Very Familiar 8

® Somewhat Familiar 28

More details

® Not Familiar at all 10
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9. Inyour opinion how has BSL Impacted Policing and Police Forces?

33 Responses

D+ Name Responses
There is now more demand on officers, especially dog handlers s the public are more aware
1 anonymous
of the legislation and therefore have more concerns,
2 anonymous  Has not impacted
3 anonymous  Not aware,
Increased demand. Only reasonable way to deal with theae dogs and safely is through an
a anonymous
organised warrant in reference to XL bullys
5 anonymous g demand on police forces and damages the public's perception of police
Increased targeted policing of dangerous dogs, work around prevention increased and
6 anonymous

initiative led to increased confidence
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9. In your opinion how has BSL Impacted Policing and Police Forces? More details

Latest Responses
“Has a negative effect on officers having to put down healthy dogs.*

33 “there is 2 huge demand, however this is no longer breed specific where officers a

“The addition of XL Bullys to the banned breed list has increased the number of cal.

Responses.

1 respondents (33%) answered dog for this question.

Police officers police forces reports of dog  yo0¢ are present

dog handlers 3 .
officers dOg police breeds

XL bullys
d0gondog  gangerous dogs

healthy dogs
perception of dogs
theae dogsdog incidents

bigdogs  |ncreased demand

dogattacks  4o4¢ in question
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It has created 2 new band as with new legislation we then respond differently, also due to
heighten risk being presented the focus has really shifted towards this and so there is a more
pro-active expectation to be reacting to intelligence quicker and looking to take action.

I el it has put police in the spotiight however a lot of officers do not know enough of it

not sure

it has put extra demand on n already over loaded and under resourced force.

it has brought a demand following intel logs of banned breeds being housed

Further trining for police officers i required on dangerous/banned dogs as it appears that
officers are coming into contact with banned breeds more.

‘Added further pressure and demand of a force already crumbling under the weight of an
unmanagezble demand.

increased demand on response
Police forced are better equipped in dealing with these offences

1ts has become a priority when unregistered XL bullies are reported. This adds to the
workioad.

places huge financial burden on the force
More calls coming in for banned breeds.

Made it busier
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Yes. 1 work on NPT and there are regular call for XL bully dogs. It has to be said that for a lot
of these calls, the dogs in question are in fact not XL, sometimes they are pocket blies,
‘Sometimes they are just big dogs. | think public perception of dogs at the moment s low and
we have therefore seen an increase in reports of dog on dog attacks or dog incidents which
would not usualy require police to attend. There are also unregistered XL dogs that we are
‘aware of but we have no capacity to deal with, either through lack of kennel space, lack of
available dog handlers and in particular not enough DLOs.

1t massively increased workioad with very rushed legislation and no infrunstructer created in
background to support it ike kennels and dog testing

There is more of an expectation for police to act on reports of BSL and take positive action,
Sometimes this increses demand.

took Police officers away for day to day poicing and obtaining warrants and then attending
to seized the dog. takes too long and not ahways necessary

I think it added more stress.
broadened the scope for response officers in attendance

increased demand.

it has had a positive impact as it has made policing this specific area of law a lot easier. It

now easier to obtain warrants to seize such breeds and get them tested and if required
destroyed,
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10. From experience, what has been the primary challenge when dealing with dangerous dogs?

45 Responses

DT Name Responses
1 anonymous Difficulty identifying the breed

2 anonymous Insufficient training for officers

3 anonymous Difficulty identifying the breed

a anonymous Insufficient training for officers

5 anonymous Al of the above

6 anonymous Resistance from Dog Owners

7 anonymous Insufficient training for officers

8 anonymous Insufficient training for officers

9 anonymous Insufficient training for officers

10 anonymous “The fact that the majority of dogs | have come across, are not dangerous!
" anonymous Difficulty identifying the breed

12 anonymous Insufficient training for officers
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10. From experience, what has been the primary challenge when dealing with dangerous dogs?
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Has had a big impact on resourcing, costs and equipment

“This has increased demand substantially, calls wil often be received from MOPs that report
banned breeds where an officer s required to attend, whereby the dog is clearly nota
banned breed. A large issue is that there is imited infrastructure in place to accommodate
seized dogs, especially on the scale experienced over the last few years.

It has increased demand on some aspects of policing especially neighbour hoods.

‘The addition of XL Bullys to the banned breed list has increased the number of calls to police.
Members of the public, concered that banned dogs are present in their arez report
suspected XL bullys to police. Sometimes these are in fact registered dogs. At other times,
these dogs will often require seizing prior to examination.

there is a huge demand, however this is no longer breed specific where officers are calling for
dog handlers for any and every dog at an address

Has 2 negative effect on officers having to put down healthy dogs.
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11. Do you feel that the BSL unfairly targets specific breeds?

45 Responses

D Name Responses
1 anonymous No
2 anonymous No
3 anonymous No
a anonymous Don't know
5 anonymous No
6 anonymous Yes
7 anonymous No
8 anonymous No
9 anonymous No
10 anonymous Yes
" anonymous No
12 anonymous Yes
3 anonymous Yes
1 anonymous Don't know
15 anonymous Yes
16 anonymous No

7 anonymous No
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11. Do you feel that the BSL unfairly targets specific breeds? More details
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12. 1 you answered yes, then why? More details

Latest Responses
11 “As already stated the breed of the dog is not the issue - its the owner"
Responses. “the answer is in the title Breed specific

3 respondents (27%) answered owner for this question.

. results can be catastrophic
size and strength band breeds e —
of dogs incidents big factor

types of breads dangerous dogs  OWIE@T breed dogs

aggressive namative qog ounership

answer is in the title |

news story

certain breeds  temperaments of the dog "*PO"S1PIe

ownership with all types reputation
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1. How long in service are you More details

18%
® 0-3Years 14 "
® 36 Vears 18 1%

® 610 Years 5

® 10 + Years 8
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13. Do you believe that banning specific breeds have reduced the number of dog attacks?

45 Responses

D Name Responses
1 anonymous No
2 anonymous No
E anonymous No
4 anonymous No
5 anonymous Dont know
6 anonymous No
7 anonymous Yes
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13. Do you believe that banning specific breeds have reduced the number of dog attacks? More details

2%
3

® v 1

N B

® Dontkoow 11

4%




image87.png
10

"

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous
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the breed is targeted because of their size and strength. factors which if used correctly and
responsibly can be an asset but if used irresponsibly then the results can be catastrophic

mediz perpetuate the large breed dogs being aggressive narative
the answeris in the title Breed specific

As already stated the breed of the dog s not the issue - its the owner
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12. If you answered yes, then why?

1 Responses
D4 Name Responses
1 anonymous | N/A
As the temperaments of the dog can be different and a big factor involves how the dog is
R anomymous  DrOUGht p the owner and trained by the owner. There are certain breeds which are not
ym dlassified as dangerous dogs who sometimes pose more of a risk than those classed as
dangerous dogs.
Ahanfullof dogs have tamished the reputation of an entire breed, which are usually very well
3 anonymous
tempered.
. snonymous | BSk makes it a big news stoy ift was generallyresponsivle dog ownership with all ypes of
I breads, we would not hear so much about it on the news
5 anonymous  all dogs can be out of control. down to owners and the way they are looked after
Although there has been incidents involving the band breeds, there are also incidents involving
5 anonymous

other breeds as well
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14. In your opinion what improvements or changes would you suggest to make BSL or the enforcement of
dangerous dogs more effective?

29 Responses

D4 Name Responses
There needs to be serious implications to owner's who own dogs who are dangerously out of

1 anonymous  control and more implications to owner's who have not registered a dog that is considered
dangerous.

2 anonymous  Additional training to be provided to response officers surrounding BSL.

S onymous Vet can take 3 stronger cwnership - ifdogs re registered on the i st we only find out

ym if they arent neutered by chance or intel

it should be based on the owner' abilty to manage the dog, the dog's temperamen, the

4 anonymous  dog's abilty to socialise and the dog's abilty to respond to recall and taining as opposed to
judging the dog breed.
Onus on councils more to tackle dogs on council owned land to assst with demand police
have to deal with. The enforcement within warrants and in homes can be tackled by police

5 anonymous  but there could be further deterrents by councis adequately funding coverage for public

areas eg. parks and the finances ensuring that offences and dangerous dogs linked to these
areas are managed by coundis. They should be but are not
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14.In your opinion what improvements or changes would you suggest to make BSL o the enforcement of dangerous dogs more e

fvoure Vore getis
Lotest Responses
29 “Better training for officers"
“more support and funding from the home office and dedicated teams within forces®
Responses “An increase in the number of secure kennel spaces for XL bullys or other fighting d...

12 respondents (41%) answered dogs for this question.

dog's temperament

dangerous dogs dog warrants
specific team  breed councils dog handlers
training for officers dogs owner's who own dogs selling of dogs
. stricter kennels Better training |,
demand police oq's apiliy dog owners licence to own a dog

dog purchases ;. jications to owner




