Military colony of Dura Europus to be enhanced by resettlement of 2000 Jews (noted for military aptitude) from Babylonia to strengthen resources and fortify upper Mesopotamia a vital militarised region, much like Antiochus did when he transported 4000 Jewish families from Babylonia to Asia minor after his defeat of Molon to reinforce that region.[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Bar Kochva, B. 1976:29] 

10000 natives raised and trained in the Macedonian phalanx in Babylonia to serve as a garrison force in case of Persian aggression after their refusal of royal orders. Much like Ptolemy IV did in anticipation of the battle of Raphia[footnoteRef:2]. On top of this I managed to convince King Antiochus III to send 10000 royal troops 500 cavalry to Babylonia under my command. [2:  Polyb. 5. 107] 

I was shortly after given royal permission to raise 15000 Galatian infantry as mercenaries for the coming campaign against the Ptolemies as they were some of the most highly sought mercenaries of the period[footnoteRef:3]. Furthermore, the Armenian reception was successful, they pledged their continued loyalty as a Seleucid vassal and sent 1000 Armenian Azat cavalry as an allied contingent under my command[footnoteRef:4].  [3:  Bar Kochva. B. 1976: 18]  [4:  Bevan. 1966: 16] 

In total 25000 infantry including 2000 Babylonian Jews[footnoteRef:5] and 1250 cavalry were lead under my command to Apamea which is 300 miles from Seleucia on the Tigris which is a 30-day march which should have the army and myself arrive early next session in time for the campaigning season beginning in spring. [5:  Bar Kochva, B. 1976: 29] 

Ptolemaic forces withdraw from Syria after unsuccessful siege and revolts in Alexandria[footnoteRef:6], my forces stationed themselves with the king outside Antioch to await further command. [6:  Shipley. G. 2000: 207] 

During this time marriage is proposed and arranged between myself and the queen mother who importantly is still of child bearing age. As often the Seleucids did to ensure the loyalty of a vassal king, as a powerful figure in the Seleucid regime I was able to negotiate this with the King.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Wenghofer. R. 2015: 197] 

Combining my forces with King Antiochus III’s we marched on Seleucia Pieria[footnoteRef:8] from Antioch which is 10miles[footnoteRef:9]. The first assault was unsuccessful but the second succeeded lasting a total of 50 days and inflicting losses of 4.5% on my forces alone. [8:  Bevan. 1966: 29]  [9:  Bagnall, Talbert. 2000: 67] 

Moving on next to the city of Tripolis, which is 8 days march[footnoteRef:10], as other minor settlements gave no resistance. Tripolis was successfully captured after 70 days and inflicted losses of 2.5% on my forces. [10:  Bagnall, Talbert. 2000: 68] 

Following this show of force, the satrap of Coele Syria surrendered to us bringing the entire region under our control while we absorbed their army of 25,000 into ours[footnoteRef:11]. Coele Syria was of vital interest to the Kingdom shown by the actions of Antiochus III in his efforts to acquire it[footnoteRef:12] at which point we marched to Gaza outside Egypt to pressure the Ptolemies to negotiate. [11:  Bar Kochva. 1976: 129]  [12:  Bevan. 1966: 29] 

Antiochus III and I with our armies in Gaza, had sent for the Ptolemaic King to negotiate meeting us at Raphia. The Ptolemaic King brought his army and then agreed to the terms of the meeting whereby both armies were to bring 200 troops only. I convinced the King to bring 200 of my hand-picked Galatians arguing they were the best hand to hand fighters, while we sent a flanking cavalry force to cut off the King Ptolemy’s retreat.
Negotiations broke down quickly between the kings and fighting erupted to a stalemate between the gathered troops. At which point 1000 Seleucid royal cavalry surrounded the two forces. Then I the Satrap of Babylon, relieved King Antiochus of his life[footnoteRef:13] and as the highest-ranking officer began negotiating with the Ptolemaic King which led to a peaceful settlement with the Treaty of Raphia.  [13:  Pol. 5. 40.7-41.4] 

The Treaty of Raphia (at this point I had assumed the regnal name of Seleucus IV)
1. Immediate cessation of hostilities
2. Division of territory:
· Coele Syria recognised as Seleucid 
· Cilicia remains Ptolemaic with Tarsus going to Seleucus IV
3. Ptolemy IV contributes land and naval forces to Seleucus IV as an allied client state[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Bevan. 1966: 140] 

4. A royal marriage to be arranged between Ptolemy and a suitable royal bride[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Shipley. G. 2000: 289] 

Signed: Seleucus IV		Ptolemy IV
At the conclusion of this treaty Ptolemy was sent back to Egypt while I returned to Antioch to secure the throne through betrothal to the queen mother and the support of the army. Followed by the distribution of 10,000 Drachmae among the royal forces to ensure their support for my claim for the throne by consensus of the Macedonian people (the army).[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Bevan. 1966: 270] 

Upon arriving at Antioch, I confirmed the lessened taxes of Syria in return for loyalty and stationed 10000 native forces from Babylon under the Strategos also from Babylon who was promoted to Strategos of the upper satrapies while my previous advisor in Babylon was raised to the rank of Satrap.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Shipley. G. 2000: 293-4] 

The Satrap of Asia minor recognised myself as King in return for military aid (20,000 men) against the Kingdom of Pergamum leaving the satrap in a situation reminiscent of Achaeus at the accession of Antiochos III.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Shipley. G. 2000: 290] 

After a year spent in Antioch securing the throne in the following spring I proceeded to raise the entire army of 69,000 including  62,000 infantry (as the 15,000 Galatians had returned to their lands which had recently been united) and 7000 cavalry[footnoteRef:19] (including 1000 Armenians) in order to march on Sardis, recently captured by the Pergamese, which is 600[footnoteRef:20] miles from Antioch and would have taken 2-3 months given the condition of the terrain in Asia minor. [19:  Bar Kochva. 1976: 7-9]  [20:  Bagnall, Talbert. 2000: 56, 62, 65, 66, 67] 

Upon arrival at the end of spring late May, I managed to secure Sardis from the Pergamese through negotiations by stating it be handed over as an ultimatum before further terms could be discussed.
It was then at Sardis that the royal marriage took place between myself and the queen mother after which I was coronated[footnoteRef:21].  At this time news of the death of Ptolemy IV reached whereby I officially recognised the regency of the infant pharaoh under the queen mother and her husband the co-regent, the treaty of Raphia was confirmed.[footnoteRef:22] [21:  Coᶊkun. A. 2015: 118-9]  [22:  Bevan. 1966: 134] 

I then coordinated with the Ptolemaic fleet which I had half sent to Ephesus and half to the Hellespont in order to control the crossing from Europe to Asia and to blockade the city of Ephesus ready for a siege using Ptolemaic naval supremacy in the Aegean.[footnoteRef:23]  [23:  Shipley. G. 2000: 202] 

At Sardis I summoned the Satrap of Asia minor with his 20,000 men, which I had sent him previously, in order to begin preparations for the campaign against Pergamum to place a young prince on the throne as a client king following the precedent of Antiochus IV with Egypt.[footnoteRef:24] At this point the King of Armenia presented himself and another 4000 cavalry at my disposal and confirmed himself as my vassal in exchange for a share in the loot proportionate to his aid.[footnoteRef:25] [24:  Bevan. 1966: 140]  [25:  Bevan. 1966: 16] 

The Egyptian co-regent in charge of the Ptolemy fleet responded to my orders to land at Ephesus and join me in Sardis however upon joining me the majority of his army and fleet mutinied leaving him with 4000 infantry and a remaining fleet numbering 170 ships mostly transports due to their unwillingness to work with the Seleucids any longer[footnoteRef:26]. [26:  Bar Kochva. 1976: 124] 

Rumours reached me in Sardis detailing a plot to kill me headed by the Seleucid princess and sister of the previous King in order to seize the throne for herself. Thus, I ordered my Strategos of the upper satrapies in Antioch to remove the threat by assassinating the princess in which he was successfully[footnoteRef:27]. [27:  Shipley. G. 2000: 210
] 

Upon hearing that Pergamum had made an alliance with both the Galatians and Macedonians and that their troops were marshalled outside Pergamum and the near vicinity, numbering around 100,000 compared to my present 85,000. I thus begun operations against this new coalition by dividing the army into a smaller force of 25,000 including the Armenian and Egyptian contingents, with 4000 of the force being cavalry with the objective of marching to Smyrna on the coast, taking the settlement and then moving along the coast to approach Pergamum from the west and cut off supplies from that direction. While the primary force of 60,000 was sent to occupy the mountainous pass leading to Pergamum from the east, to then re-join the other portion of the army outside Pergamum. In the meantime, 30,000 reserve phalangists made up primarily of retired veterans, were marshalled from the Syrian military settlements to reinforce the smaller detachment (much like the actions of Ptolemy IV in preparation for the battle of Raphia)[footnoteRef:28] outside Magnesia which would be a 620-mile journey taking 2 months[footnoteRef:29] arriving at the beginning of the next session. [28:  Polyb. 5. 107]  [29:  Bagnall, Talbert. 2000: 56, 62, 65, 66, 67] 

My western force progressed to and seized Magnesia shortly after which a large Macedonian force of 35,000 arrived which included Cretan archer contingents, Thracian horsemen, and the elite of the Macedonian phalanx and cavalry. The Macedonians positioned themselves on a hill and blocked the path to the west. Given my cavalry superiority and military experience I decided it was necessary to clear the force from the path before they received reinforcements. Thus, I had the forces draw up for battle knowing my reinforcing army would be arriving as the battle begun. After eliminating the enemy cavalry, I was able to use my phalanx to pin theirs in their position whilst the cavalry was sent  to wreak havoc behind their lines eliminating their archers and then crashing into the back of their line, using Alexander the Great’s hammer and anvil tactics. That battle was a total victory in which the enemy lost 85% of their men while I lost only 35%, most of which were the less important reservist troops. 
Following the battle, the enemy were sufficiently impressed with this display of force and were willing to come to terms whereby they delivered tribute of 5000 talents of silver and Macedon were to withdraw their troops from Asia keeping only Abydos while all Seleucid held territory in Asia minor was to be recognised as de jure Seleucid, almost like the reverse of the Treaty of Apamea with one state having to evacuate a region and pay indemnities to the other[footnoteRef:30].  [30:  Bevan. 1966: 111] 

While I could have made further gains in the region the arrival of a Parthian threat on the borders of Mesopotamia, while Egypt too had managed to win over to their cause the Satrap of Coele Syria and Judea [footnoteRef:31], meant I had more pressing concerns elsewhere. I quickly gave orders to the Strategos of the upper satrapies to give the command back in Babylonia to disrupt the canals and flood the two great rivers of the Euphrates and the Tigris trapping the Parthian army in Babylon without food for a year and with a large army and huge population to support in order to devastate them with attrition[footnoteRef:32]. [31:  Bar Kochva. 1976: 128]  [32:  Strabo. 2. 68: 74] 

I proceeded to march the army back to Antioch from Sardis for the coming winter which was 600 miles west and would take just over 2 months again due to the terrain of the route[footnoteRef:33]. It was outside the city that I was assassinated by an Egyptian ‘envoy’, who somehow managed to get through my body guard which had been loyal for over a decade now, veteran and well paid, with a weapon and then use said weapon to assault with deadly effect, me a man who had at least two decades of combat experience while my body guards also too did nothing[footnoteRef:34]. [33:  Bagnall, Talbert. 2000: 56, 62, 65, 66, 67]  [34:  Shipley. G. 2000: 210] 

Fortunately, I had been reincarnated as the cousin of my former character who King Seleucus IV using this family tie to the previous King and the support of the Strategos of the upper satrapies who commanded the entire Seleucid forces gathered outside Antioch I made a bid for the vacant throne. Given my association with the previous militarily successful King and my experience on campaign with the army they followed suit in proclaiming King in the style of the Macedonian assembly[footnoteRef:35].  [35:  Bevan. 1966: 270] 

I then negotiated with the Satrap of Syria whom came to terms with me with the understanding that we would be co-kings while I was recognised as the senior. His claim was that he was a long-lost son of Seleucus III which could not be verified. Thus, at the coronation I adopted him to shore up our joint Kingship’s legitimacy under my seniority.[footnoteRef:36]  [36:  Shipley. G. 2000: 287] 

Immediately after which the army was stood down for the harvest, during which time I made plans for the coming campaign against the Parthians, assessing the treasury in Antioch which at the time had amassed 80,000 talents due to the policies of my cousin in allowing them to retain more of their revenue rather than spend it. Meanwhile the Macedonians were contacted, and 50,000 tonnes of wheat were purchased for 400 talents to come from the Bosporus trade in order to bolster supplies for the coming campaign[footnoteRef:37]. [37:  Bevan. 1966: 113] 

The ships set sail at the beginning of March. Then word came the Parthian king was retreating from Babylon after heavy attrition, so I set out with the recently raised army which had been fully paid in advance from the treasury at Antioch which came to 2800 while the sons of veterans that had been perished in the previous years were compensated by an extra years pay each so that they would be encouraged to muster I had also contacted the Rhodians and purchased 2000 of their finest skirmishers for 300 talents of silver. 
With this fully paid and provisioned force of 71,000 (6,000 cavalry 65,000 infantry) I set out in early April for Seleucia on the Tigris which is 300 miles from Apamea where the troops were marshalled and would arrive late May [footnoteRef:38]. News eventually arrived that the Parthian King’s allies had him murdered and his empire had dissolved along with his forces in Babylon and Persia. The Armenian King remained in Seleucia on the Tigris and sent word to me so that I may reclaim the region for myself which I did upon my arrival in May. At which point I retrieved what remained of the treasury and left the Satrap for the region and the Strategos of the upper satrapies with 10,000 silver talents from the Seleucia treasury to repair the canals throughout the region and rebuild the province after the flooding and occupation[footnoteRef:39].  [38:  Bagnall, Talbert. 2000: 67, 91]  [39:  Strabo. 16. 1. 9-11] 

I then took the Armenian king’s brother as a hostage with his newly trained cataphract cavalry numbering 5,000 which were able to train a small elite core of my own cavalry to the same tactics much like Antiochus III did after encountering them amongst the Parthians.[footnoteRef:40]  [40:  Bar Kochva. 1976: 128] 

Then I marched my army back to Antioch and onto Karnos on the Syrian coast 40 miles north Tripolis. The towns on route to Tripolis were taken easily and I later arrived near the city which had a garrison of 5,000 under the command of the Satrap of the region while there were 20,000 Egyptian forces outside the city. 
I summoned the Satrap to negotiate his surrender. During which he agreed to hand over his forces and swear loyalty in exchange for 1000 talents. I then left 2000 loyal Seleucid forces as garrison for the city under the command of a strategos to keep the Satrap loyal and continued my march on Alexandria with my new forces now numbering 101,000 (85,000 infantry and 16,000 cavalry). 
I will be reaching Alexandria at the beginning of the next session in early spring after the one-month journey[footnoteRef:41]. An emissary has been sent in advance of the army to negotiate with the Ptolemaic queen mother, the terms agreed were that she must terminate her marriage with the Egyptian priest pretender, and place him in our custody, while she will remain in her position, I will set up a protectorate in Egypt under the name of her son the infant Pharaoh whom I will adopt.[footnoteRef:42] [41:  Bagnall, Talbert. 2000: 70, 74]  [42:  Shipley. G. 2000: 208
] 
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