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Introduction:

The English legal system is a rich and intricate framework that has evolved over centuries, shaping the principles and practices of justice in England and Wales. Rooted in the common law tradition, this system combines elements of precedent, statute law, and a hierarchical structure of courts to administer justice (Wormald, 2001). Its influence extends far beyond the borders of England, as it has served as a model for legal systems in numerous countries. This essay aims to provide an overview of the common law and the civil law that comprise the English legal system, as well as contrasting the two types of law with via the examination of specific instances that illustrate how common law operates in actual situations.
The English legal system is a comprehensive framework that governs law and justice in England and Wales. It is based on the principles of common law principles. Two main components of common law are civil law and criminal law. Criminal law addresses crimes against society and seeks to hold people accountable for their actions through punishment, whereas civil law deals with disputes between individuals or entities seeking compensation or other remedies (Principal, 2016). 
Common law refers to a legal system based on judicial decisions and precedents, developed over time through the interpretation and application of law by judges. It is characterized by its reliance on case law and the doctrine of stare decisis, which requires subsequent courts to follow and apply the legal principles established in previous court decisions. According to Blackstone, "By common law, we mean, that ancient collection of unwritten maxims and customs, which have been handed down to us by tradition and immemorial usage" (Blackstone, 2015). The courts construct common law progressively on a case-by-case basis and is made up of judge-made rules (Hart, Bulloch and Raz, 2018). 

The history of the English legal system is rich and is renowned for its reliance on common law principles. Common law, originating in medieval England, has had a significant impact on legal systems worldwide. Prior to the Norman Conquest in 1066, England had a fragmented legal system with diverse customary laws across different regions (Blackstone, 2015). After the conquest, William the Conqueror aimed to establish a unified legal system by appointing judges to administer justice based on local customs and practices. This led to the development of common law, which was based on the doctrine of precedent and stare decisis, ensuring consistency and predictability in legal rulings (Leiter, 2001). The legal profession played a vital role in the evolution of common law, with lawyers emerging as key actors in the administration of justice alongside judges in the 12th century. The growth of the legal profession and the establishment of royal courts by King Henry II further solidified the development of common law. The influence of common law extended beyond England with the expansion of the British Empire, as English colonizers carried common law principles to their colonies, leading to the development of legal systems based on common law in various countries (Wade & Forsyth, 2015). Common law's significance in the English legal system is demonstrated by landmark cases like 'Donoghue v. Stevenson' (1932), which introduced the "neighbour principle" and expanded negligence scope, setting a significant precedent.
The principles of common law have significantly shaped the English legal system. From its medieval origins, the reliance on stare decisis, precedent, and the flexibility of judicial lawmaking have provided consistency, predictability, and adaptability in the law (Zander, 2020). The doctrine of stare decisis, meaning "to stand by things decided," is a central principle of common law. It requires judges to follow and apply legal principles established in previous court decisions, ensuring consistency and predictability in the law (Leiter, 2001). In the landmark case of ‘R v. R’ (1991), Lord Keith emphasized the importance of precedent, stating, "It is an essential part of the rule of law that like cases are treated alike". Precedent refers to the legal authority of previous court decisions that judges use as a basis for their rulings. It forms an essential part of the common law system and provides guidance for subsequent cases. The case of ‘Donoghue v. Stevenson’ (1932), introduced the concept of negligence and the "neighbour principle" into common law. This principle established a duty of care owed to one's neighbour, setting a precedent for future negligence cases. Another distinguishing feature of common law is its flexibility and judicial lawmaking which makes it adaptable. Judges play a significant role in shaping the law through their interpretations and decisions, allowing for the evolution of legal principles (Frost et al., 2022). In the case of ‘Mabo v. Queensland’ (No 2) (1992), Justice Brennan recognized native title rights for Indigenous Australians, highlighting the transformative power of common law and its ability to respond to societal changes.
Practice of common law in the English legal system relies on its principles to ensure consistency, fairness, and the effective functioning of its legal framework (Tamanaha, 2017). Through some recent examples and cases like tort law, criminal law, and administrative law, we can see the practical application of common law principles in shaping legal outcomes and upholding justice within the UK's legal system in present time. Common law principles guide the resolution of civil wrongs and liability for personal injuries or damages in tort law. ‘Robinson v. Chief Constable of West Yorkshire Police’ (2018), case illustrates how common law operates in tort law. The UK Supreme Court applied common law principles to determine the scope of the police's duty of care toward the general public. The court held the police force responsible for the actions of an off-duty police officer, emphasizing the importance of vicarious liability and public protection. Common law principles play a vital role in the interpretation and application of criminal law statutes in the English legal system. The case ‘R v. Jogee’ (2016), demonstrates the operation of common law principles in criminal law. The UK Supreme Court reviewed the doctrine of joint enterprise, clarifying the requirement of foresight and intent for secondary liability. The court held that mere association or presence at the scene of a crime does not automatically establish guilt. Common law principles guide the conduct and decision-making of administrative bodies within the English legal system. The ‘R (Privacy International) v. Investigatory Powers Tribunal (2019), case exemplifies the application of common law principles in administrative law. The UK Supreme Court emphasized the importance of open justice and held that decisions of the Investigatory Powers Tribunal were subject to judicial review, establishing accountability and transparency. This discussion explores how common law operates in practice within the contemporary context of the English legal system. 
Civil law is a legal system based on comprehensive codes or statutes that outline rights, duties, and remedies for various civil disputes. It aims to provide a clear and predictable framework for resolving private conflicts. Civil law systems encompass various legal areas, such as contract law, tort law, family law, and property law, and emphasize legal certainty. These codes outline rights, obligations, and procedures to be followed in specific circumstances (Sack, 2014). Civil law systems often employ an inquisitorial procedure, where judges actively investigate facts and gather evidence, contrasting with the adversarial system prevalent in common law jurisdictions. Civil law principles have been incorporated into various aspects of the English legal system through legislation and judicial interpretation. The Consumer Rights Act 2015 codifies consumer rights and remedies, providing clarity and legal certainty for consumers. The UK Supreme Court analyzed the principle of res judicata, derived from civil law, in the case of 'Dunhill v. Burgin' (2014), emphasizing the finality and legal certainty associated with civil law principles. Recent UK law and case examples, such as the Consumer Rights Act 2015 and 'Dunhill v. Burgin'(2014), demonstrate the application of civil law principles in consumer protection and the doctrine of res judicata.

In contrasting common law and civil law according to the research (Cownie, Bradney and Burton, 2016), common law relies on judicial decisions and precedents established through case law. In the ‘R v. Brown’ (1993), case where the House of Lords' ruling on consent in cases involving sadomasochistic activities set a legal precedent. Civil law systems rely primarily on codified statutes and codes as the main sources of law (Gillespie and Weare, 2021). The Companies Act 2006, which provides a comprehensive legal framework for company law in the UK (Companies Act 2006). In common law systems, judges play an active role in interpreting and developing the law through their decisions. As example in ‘R (Miller) v. The Prime Minister’ (2019), case where the UK Supreme Court defined constitutional principles through its ruling on prorogation of Parliament. In civil law systems, judges have a more limited role and act as neutral arbiters. Example: In civil law jurisdictions, judges focus on the application of statutes and do not have the same authority to establish binding legal principles.
Benefits and Drawbacks of Common Law and Civil law are common law can evolve and adapt to changing societal needs through judicial decisions. The case-by-case approach allows for nuanced decision-making based on specific circumstances. Common law can be complex and uncertain due to the reliance on judicial interpretation. The development of common law is primarily driven by judicial decisions, resulting in less direct legislative control. Civil law systems provide clear and comprehensive codified laws, offering legal certainty and predictability (Nicoletta Bersier, Bezemek and Schauer, 2021). Legislative bodies have significant control over the development and content of the law. Civil law systems may be perceived as more rigid due to the reliance on statutes. The reliance on codified laws can make it challenging to address novel or unforeseen circumstances not explicitly covered by statutes.
Conclusion:
In conclusion, the English legal system incorporates both common law and civil law, making it more practical. However, common law ideas form the foundation of the English legal system, allowing for flexibility and adaptability to new situations. The common law's idea of precedent holds that earlier court rulings have weight in subsequent cases. These guidelines guarantee the UK judicial system's justice and fairness and its ability to adapt to social change. In the English legal system, both branches are crucial for upholding the rules of justice, keeping the peace, and resolving conflicts.
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