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1. [bookmark: _Toc89679027]INTRODUCTION                       
                                                                                                                                                                                   
Top of Form
Bottom of Form
The global impact of the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic has been devastating. COVID-19 has pushed professionals to reconsider teaching and learning pedagogies that will be sustainable in the face of ongoing global health challenges.  Blended learning is one of the approaches advocated by a number of educationalists and researchers as a realistic and best-fit solution for educational institutions. (Manghirmalani et al., 2021).
2. [bookmark: _Toc89679028]Definition of blended learning.
 According to Wan Fatimah, Afza, and Josefina, blended learning, also known as hybrid learning, is a setting that combines instructional techniques, delivery methods, media formats, or a mix of all of these (2008). Blended learning, as defined by Colis and Moonen (2001), is a combination of traditional face-to-face and online learning in which education occurs both in the classroom and online, with the online component serving as a natural extension of traditional classroom learning. Blended learning is a critical component of the new schoolhouse, according to Rovai and Jordan (2004), since it offers learners including both flexibility and convenience, makes it suited for both working adults and students. According to Sivapunniam (2009), blended learning is the combining of several characteristics of traditional classroom teaching with various aspects of online learning. Farahiza (2010) also mentioned a few earlier academics' definitions of blended learning, such as learning outside of the traditional classroom and using information technology to provide learning materials, as well as a mix of two types of learning settings.


3. [bookmark: _Toc89679029]Advantage of blended learning

 Blended learning, according to Sivapunniam (2009), allows students to select when, what, and how they want to study, as well as their learning goals, giving a welcome break from the monotony of classroom education.
eLearning may allow learners recognise their own strengths and weaknesses, as well as continue their studies outside of the classroom through online learning. blended learning is not only successful, but also interesting and inspiring since it meets learners' diverse learning requirements, which may be satisfied through interactive learning activities.
There has been a lot of research done on the use of blended learning, and the great majority of it has found that it enhances the teaching and learning process.
Learners are motivated and have a good attitude toward blended learning, which mixes face-to-face instruction, textbook exercises, and created courseware utilised in tutorial sessions and made available on the internet, according to Wan Fatimah, Afza, and Josefina (2008).


Similarly, Siew-Eng et al (2010) discovered that blended learning satisfies learners in both rural and urban areas, especially course content and resources that can be read, downloaded, and printed at any time.
Blended learning also helps students improve their knowledge, communication, and technological skills since they can connect with their classmates and facilitators at any time, and the course may be changed in terms of learning location, time, and process.

Blended learning, according to Rovai and Jordan (2004), fosters a better feeling of community than solely online classes and is comparable to conventional students.
According to Akkoyunlu and Soylu, most learners who actively participate in the forum have positive opinions toward mixed learning settings (2006).


Farahiza (2010) claimed in her conference paper that blended learning improves social interaction, communication, and cooperation, promotes flexibility and efficiency, broadens reach and mobility, and reduces development costs and time.
By providing an efficient and effective learning strategy, extra learning possibilities, enhanced learning materials and experience, and finally, cultivating freedom, it promotes independence and conviviality.  
 
4. [bookmark: _Toc89679030]Disadvantage of blended learning

 Given the fact that participants selected blended learning, Siew - Eng et al (Afip,2014, p.32-45 ) mentioned that certain users felt about the system being unstable and that they were unable to access the website on a regular basis. Hassan, et.,al. (2006), discuss the role of the professor in blended learning. 

According to their findings, the instructors in that research did not give suitable learning aid for BL and were ignorant of their special role in giving learning support. Lecturers usually serve as catalysts, which is important for students to fully convey their ideas. This conclusion is reinforced by study conducted by (Fong et al., 2005), which discovered that professors commonly forget or miss response requirements, and that late answers from lecturers have a negative influence on the efficacy of blended learning. In his study, Anuwar (n.d.) mentioned that there are some challenges to overcome in order to increase the effectiveness of e-learning.

A widespread lack of information, particularly among parents who feel that conventional schooling is ideal. Second, there is a low acceptance rate, with many institutions wanting to embrace e-learning but lacking content, infrastructure, and a problem with the digital divide. The audience must then be engaged with the issue through a range of multimedia components. Downloading engaging material to learners will be delayed due to band width and connectivity limits, resulting in discontent and boredom, as well as affecting learning ease.
Self-motivation is required for online learning, which many students lack. Aside from the advantages, blended learning has a few disadvantages and challenges. (Afip,2014 p. 32-45).

5. [bookmark: _Toc89679031]Advantage of traditional classroom teaching

As Shinhal (2021) argued According to Shinhal (2021), the proportion of people who use virtual teaching or coaching has increased over the years.
While many educational institutions favour online learning, others value in-person classroom instruction as well. classroom education is helpful to both students and teachers, according to the study's findings. The opportunity to cooperate is one of the advantages of classroom instruction that digital or online education cannot match.
To encourage collaborative learning, you'll need a collaborative learning environment.
Collaborative learning makes learning easier and more efficient for students, transforming them into keen learners both inside and outside the classroom.



5.1. Strengthens critical thinking abilities.
Students may participate in live debates in the classroom, where they must use critical thinking to produce ideas or arguments.

5.2. Assists with social skills.
Learners interact with their colleagues and instructors in the classroom.
Students are held accountable in a live classroom for completing homework, submitting assignments on time, and engaging in class discussions.
Students learn to prioritise their responsibilities, manage their time, and complete their assignments.

5.3. It maintains the interest of the students.
Students are kept engaged in exciting activities by the teacher's physical presence.
This aids students in remembering more from class.
The teaching style may be adjusted to meet the needs of the students, and teachers can assess whether pupils comprehend the topic or want more explanation.
As a result, students may acquire answers right away before going on to the next session.
Personality and professional skills are honed.
Such experiences affect a feeling of collaboration and respect for others, as well as emotional growth and maturation. Sinhal (2021).
6. [bookmark: _Toc89679032]Disadvantages of traditional classroom learning
There are no room for mistakes. The class schedule in a campus-based learning context is established in stone and cannot be changed. Students must plan their personal lives around their academic schedules, not the other way around. If plans change or an emergency arises, the student will not be able to rearrange the class schedule to do the assignment later. When employment and school schedules collide, students are forced to choose between getting an education and making a livelihood.
 6.1. Travel Requirements 
To receive credit for attendance in a classroom environment, students must physically attend classes. Those who must drive long distances to school should give enough time to arrive on time, especially if the weather is bad. Long commutes can also result in higher gasoline expenditures over time, which, when paired with the cost of education, can be difficult for financially disadvantaged students to manage (Hendricks, 2018).


 6.2. A shortage of student-centred teaching 
Traditional training has the problem of naturally prioritising standards, curriculum, and passing exams above student-centred learning. a strong emphasis on students and structures Constructivist learning relies on students' past knowledge, assisting them in making explicit connections between new material and improving retention. Traditional education is based on information repetition and memory
.
 6.3. Lack of emphasis on critical
 thinking Traditional classroom training does not promote critical thinking skills, such as the ability to actively apply knowledge gained through experience and reasoning. Rather, it emphasises instructors' roles as information distributors and students' roles as knowledge reservoirs. (Jaebi, 2020)


7. [bookmark: _Toc89679033]Evaluation
 Blended learning, also known as hybrid learning, is a learning environment that incorporates a variety of instructional approaches, delivery methods, and media types, or a mix of them all.
Blended learning is a critical component of the new schoolhouse, according to Rovai and Jordan (2004), since it gives learners with both flexibility and convenience.
Students may learn when and where they choose using blended learning.
It's a nice change of pace from the routine of classroom learning.
It helps the teaching and learning process, according to the great majority of research.
When compared to exclusively online courses, blended learning fosters a better feeling of community. 
Even though students favor blended learning, several students complained about the device's instability and their difficulties in obtaining the internet on a routine basis.
Self-motivation is required for online learning, which many students lack.
The benefits of digital or online education will be difficult to equal those of classroom learning.
Students learn how to manage their time, prioritize their duties, and accomplish their assignments in a live classroom setting.
They are held responsible for doing homework the night before, submitting assignments on time, and participating in class discussions.
Personality characteristics and skills for advancing in a job are refined.
Long commutes can also lead to higher gas prices, which, when paired with the expense of education, can be difficult for financially disadvantaged students to afford.
Critical thinking skills are not fostered in traditional classroom training.
[bookmark: _Toc89679034]Constructivist learning builds on students' past knowledge and assists them in making explicit connections between new material, resulting in improved retention.
Conclusion
Blended learning has existed since 2000, and its popularity continues to rise.
It is a non-traditional classroom environment class.
In 2020, there was no alternative to integrated learning owing to the Covid 19 shutdown of educational institutions.
It is a perfect approach for someone who is attempting to improve their education while managing job and family duties.
With time, traditional classroom instruction will begin to dwindle in higher education.                                                                                           
 
Evaluation Form
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Feedback by Alex Worth lecturer at UWTSD, November (2021).
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