Georgia Marie Adams		1708392
Ways of Perceiving
M4X01559

Surrealism is to many a 20th century art phenomenon which inspires artists to interpret life freely in a way that suits them. It is a specific movement which has no boundaries and gives individual artists the platform to think freely and show their creativity. I believe we live in a society where we are limited in our ability to show our true unique identity, and have many given rules to follow. Surrealism is therefore a form of escapism for those who choose to truly express themselves through art. This view point is supported by S. Alexandrian who describes surrealism as “… nothing less than the liberation, in art and in life, of the resources of the subconscious mind”.1 There are a lot of artists that associate themselves with surrealism for example Dali, Miro, Duchamp, Tanguy and Magritte – all of whom are giants in their field.

I have chosen to base my exhibition on the surrealist movement. The reason for this is because I, as an individual artist, am influenced by surrealism as a form of being free to be able to create pieces of art that have no clear understanding, but, however have meaning. I believe that art doesn’t always have to be completely clear to the viewer, but it should make you ask a variety of questions rather than answer them. In my opinion, surrealism deconstructs rules to open your mind and doesn’t limit anything. My opinion, is shared by Dali when he stated “what is important is to spread confusion, not eliminate it”. During my research, I was mainly influenced by three surrealist artists, all of whom I would want to include in my unique exhibition. This would allow a wider audience an insight into their remarkable, inspirational and thought provoking art works. The names of the three, who are all considered masters of the movement, are Salvador Dali, Joan Miro and Rene Magritte. As expected, they all have a vast catalogue of inspirational art work to their names and therefore I would carefully need to choose which pieces to exhibit. Three pieces that would definitely be included in my exhibition are Metamorphosis of Narcissus by Salvador Dali, Constellations by Joan Miro and Man with a Newspaper by Rene Magritte. Below are images of all three.

1. From Surrealist Art, Sarane Alexandrian (London: Thames and Hudson Ltd, 1970) pp synopsis
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Salvador Dali
(1937)
Metamorphosis of Narcissus 
http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/salvador-dali-971



[image: ../Desktop/Screen%20Shot%202018-05-02%20at%2014.14.56.png]Joan Miro
(1959)
Constellations
http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/miro-constellations-p77138
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Rene Magritte
(1928)
Man with a Newspaper
http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/magritte-man-with-a-newspaper-t00680


For my exhibition, I have decided to focus on the physical space and how it affects the relationship between the art and the viewer. In my opinion, a large vast open space would enable the viewer to gain a clear mind and a direct focus on the art work. To this end, I have researched into different places with wide spaces such as large theatres, airports, galleries, halls and museums. I came to the final decision to present my individual exhibition in an aircraft hangar, as they have no obstructing beams and are ideal for large scale events. The main area would provide an exceptional and flexible infrastructure for an art exhibition. I have decided to hold my exhibition in an aircraft hangar in the centre of Cardiff, as it is an easy location to reach. It is also the capital of Wales, which has an easy access to the M4 motorway, and has good road and rail links. Below are some images of a suitable airship hangar: 
[image: ../Desktop/pic_gallery_11.jpg][image: ../Desktop/pic_gallery_7.jpg]Cardington Studios - http://www.cardingtonstudios.com/photo-gallery.html#image7
[image: ../Desktop/pic_gallery_1.jpg]

An average aircraft hanger is approximately 800ft long by 8ft wide by 160ft tall (250m long by 24m wide by 48m tall)’.



I strongly believe that the vast mass of space allows me to present my exhibition in any form without having any obstructions to distract the viewer from the art works. I aim to emphasise the simple space to help focus the viewers individual minds on the art work alone and not its surroundings. The surroundings are there to support and highlight the variety of magnificent pieces of art and not to detract from them.
I am now going to discuss, in greater depth, my different plans and ideas for the exhibition. I plan for the centre of the aircraft hangar to be completely clear, and then the art works will be displayed along the right and left side of the hangar as you walk through the exhibition. With regard to the layout of which specific artist will be displayed where, my initial idea was to place the pieces of art in chronological order from the earliest artist to the latest. However, I found that this set up would be too orderly for a truly surrealist exhibition and goes against the core essence of surrealism, which is confusion. I would therefore ensure that some pieces would be on the perimeter walls, some would be suspended from the ceiling and others would be placed on simple plinths. This would encourage the viewer to question the underlying meaning of the various artworks without any unnecessary distractions. I believe that this specific type of set up would be supported by the artists themselves as Dali himself once said “you have to systematically create confusion; it sets creativity free”. The art works positioning will make the viewers feel uncomfortable and to add to this there will be no chairs placed anywhere in the hangar, as you would expect in most galleries. This again will ensure that the viewers will feel a certain form of discomfort and will force their minds to focus only on the art.

With regard to physically displaying the works of art, I have decided to hang some 2D art works on the side walls, for example Salvador Dali’s The Persistence of Memory. The 3D art works would then either be hung from roof beams on thin wire or stood on different level platforms. My reason for these ideas is to create different exciting levels for the viewers to look at. Another reason why the pieces will be spread out far from each other and on different levels, is for the viewers to physically move around the art works and to view and appreciate them from different angles. With regard to the lighting, the natural light from the large entrance will light up the hangar for the viewers to be able to see when they walk around. However, there will be also some hanging spotlights above every piece of art in order to ensure that every detail on every art work is clear. I have listed below images from exhibitions I have gathered inspiration from to create my own unique exhibition. 
[image: ../Desktop/National-Gallery-Denmark-Copenhagen-interior-4.jpg]

[bookmark: _GoBack]In this image of an exhibition, there is a lot of natural light and different artworks are randomly displayed in the central section. In my opinion, this looks extremely interesting and entices the viewer to peruse. 

Interior view of the permanent exhibition (gallery “Danish and Nordic Art 1750-1900”), photo courtesy of the National Gallery of Denmark.
https://www.inexhibit.com/mymuseum/national-gallery-of-denmark-statens-museum-for-kunst-copenhagen/
[image: ../Desktop/blue-zone-one-half.jpg]

In this image of another type of exhibition, you can clearly see exhibits suspended from the ceiling. This, once again, creates interest and confusion. The eye is drawn in various directions thus adding to the whole experience.


Blue Zone - From dinosaurs to mammals, explore the amazing diversity of life on Earth.
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/galleries-and-museum-map.html



This exhibition would be my opportunity to introduce a new generation of art lovers to the brilliance of surrealism. To also inspire many artists and designers to carry on developing different artworks of their own through the inspiration surrealism. I finally hope that my ideas for this exhibition would successfully highlight both the complexities and simple effectiveness of surrealist art.
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