RE: Post of Welsh Teacher

Dear Mrs X and Board of Governors,
[bookmark: _GoBack] I submit for consideration my application for the post of full time “Welsh Teacher” at School A. My name is YYYYY and I am currently a trainee teacher following the Secondary Welsh course at University of Wales, Trinity Saint David where I will be awarded Qualified Teacher Status in June 20XX.
 I recently completed my first Professional Teaching Placement at XXXX. I was fortunate enough to have the opportunity to teach pupils of a wide range of abilities at KS3, including SEN and MAT pupils, and this has allowed me to gain a better and more precise understanding of the different ways in which pupils learn and has developed my ability to provide a range of opportunties for pupils to achieve the given learning objectives and progress in the subject. I also had the opportunity to observe lessons at KS4 whereby I assisted individual pupils with GCSE oral controlled assessments, and when I start my second Professional Teaching Placement at XXXX, I will endeavour to gain more experience of teaching KS4 independently in order to broaden and strengthen my ability as a teacher.
 I was placed in a school where challenging behaviour is a real issue for my first placement and this has proved to be extremely beneficial to my development as a teacher. As a result of my first Professional Teaching Placement, one of my greatest strengths as a teacher is my classroom management, an aspect which I hope will truly prepare for success at School A. My subject mentor from XXXX praised me consistently on this: I was able to see immediately that establishing a calm and focused learning environment is crucial for pupil progress. I have experimented with a range of behaviour management strategies to instigate this and have adopted an approach that works effectively for me: I am firm and ensure that the pupils know exactly what I expect of them regarding their behaviour in class, with clear rules to follow and sanctions if these are not followed, although I feel that it is also important to ensure that consistent encouragement and praise for completing tasks and contribution to the lesson is an integral part of the classroom. I also try to incorporate my own humour and personality within the classroom where appropriate: my first placement did not only teach me the importance of forging good relationships with pupils and getting to know them in order to engage learners and ensure effective learning progress, but also the importance of allowing the pupils to get to know myself as a teacher. My subject mentor noted that this was very effective as it was clear that pupils were keen to please me and happily engaged with the tasks set.
 As mentioned, I have had experience of teaching pupils with very different kabilities and of very different backgrounds. I feel that this will also prepare me for success at School Ao as it has been extremely valuable to my development as a teacher. There was a high number of EAL pupils at XXXX school and this has taught me sensitivity when teaching a subject that is a 3rd language for many pupils, and the importance of inclusion and differentiating work so that all learners’ needs can be met and challenged in an appropriate manner. My subject mentor commented that my differentiation of work and provision of extension tasks and support materials in lessons was a further strength of mine during the placement. As a result, pupils’ abilities were both accommodated and challenged effectively. The school I will be attending for my second Professional Teaching Placement also has a high number of EAL pupils and I will continue to make every effort to develop my use of strategies to give these pupils the best learning opportunities possible there. I feel that this will be a real advantage towards furthering my teaching development and a great asset that I can bring to School A.
 During my time at XXXX, I spent time individually with a Year 10 pupil outside of lessons. Having observed a Year 10 GCSE class that he was in, I had built a good rapport with this pupil and he confided in me that he was struggling with his forthcoming controlled assessment. We arranged to meet at lunchtime several times whereby I gave him extra assistance in drafting and learning his controlled assessments. One of my highlights from my time at XXXX was seeing this pupil achieve his C grade in the controlled assessment and knowing that I had helped make a difference, however small it may have been.
 I am confident that I can plan an effective lesson independently, and that I am aware of the components of an excellent lesson. This was another strength noted by my subject mentor during my first Professional Teaching Placement. My time at XXXX School demonstrated that consistency is key for pupil learning: therefore, every lesson of mine would have a clear, well-planned structure. A clear and measurable lesson aim is used every lesson, as well as clear learning objectives to structure the course of the lesson, which are also referred to throughout the lesson. A typical lesson of mine would include a starter task, drilling of vocabulary or sentence patterns, speaking task, reading task, written task and plenary, all of which would incorporate successful Assessment for Learning strategies into the lesson and allow pupils to receive immediate and constructive feedback. There would also be opportunities for individual, pair and group work. Pupils especially enjoyed the speaking tasks which would include games such as Jenga and Snakes & Ladders, and this was particularly rewarding to me as it showed a real eagerness on their behalf to learn and use the Welsh language. One of my most successful lessons at XXXX was a lesson on ‘Faint o’r gloch mae’r parti? / What time is the party?’ which had been planned following this structure closely. A ‘post-it plenary’ was used at the end whereby pupils had to use a traffic light system to self-evaluate their work and decide whether they had achieved the lesson aim before sticking a post-it note on the board under the appropriate grade/colour. From a teaching and assessment perspective, this was effective it provided a visual that immediately showed me who was on, above or below target. However, importantly, effective planning and tasks such as this one are greatly enjoyed by pupils, and I believe that happy learners will become successful learners. I plan to use the time on my second Professional Teaching Placement to experiment further with creating resources and using different AfL strategies so that pupils can benefit from this and succeed in their learning.
 I believe that the fact I am able to speak Welsh fluently and that I possess a first class honours degree in Welsh in itself shows my determination and commitment as a person. I come from a non-Welsh speaking family and was educated through the medium of English only. Therefore, when I came to university, I made every effort possible to learn not only the Welsh language, but its history and culture also, through ensuring that all communication whilst in an academic setting was done through the medium of Welsh and through ensuring that Welsh language media, literature and cultural events became part of my day to day life. When I first started my undergraduate course, I could barely hold a basic conversation in Welsh. The process of language acquisition can be a long and slow one, and there were indeed times where I couldn’t ever see myself being able to converse as naturally in Welsh as I could in English. However, hard work, commitment, perseverance and communication certainly pays off and now, I couldn’t imagine not being able to. I would love the opportunity to bring my passion and enthusiasm for my subject to School A.
 I would love the opportunity to make every effort to improve provision and outcomes for pupils at School A. After looking at your KS3 data and seeing that pupils have performed consistently better in all core subjects and many other subjects than pupils in family schools across recent years, it is clear that School A demands high standards and expectations. This is an extremely relatable aspect to me as I am a highly motivated, driven and enthusiastic person; I expect nothing less than the best both from myself and from the pupils that I teach, whatever their ability. To me, confidence is a vital component of pupil progress: pupils should believe that they can and will succeed, and it is our duty as teachers to instil within them this confidence. I feel that I could implement this approach successfully at School A, and rely upon the support of the school in doing so. 
 Furthermore, my subject mentor described both my subject knowledge and my Welsh language skills as excellent and commented on my consistent use of the target language in and out of the classroom. I have a 1st class honours degree in Welsh, and my time at XXXX school has taught me how to deliver this knowledge effectively to pupils through imposing innovative, fun and challenging lessons and through productively questioning pupils. For example, I consistently used the “no hands up” and “lollipop sticks” techniques and these played a key role in making sure that all members of the class were listening, thinking and engaged at all times. However, not only do I see myself as a passionate and enthusiastic teacher of the Welsh language and culture, but as a teacher of literacy also, with a responsibility to improve learners’ oracy, reading and writing. Therefore, the structure of all my lessons also allowed for pupils to develop these skills further. During my second Professional Teaching Placement, I hope to make further use of the LNF in my lessons and continue to strive towards improving learners’ literacy and numeracy skills so that they are able to be the best they can be.
 I feel that a good teacher knows that there is always room for improvement, and the PGCE programme has certainly reinforced in me the importance of the art of self-reflection. I am constantly evaluating and looking for ways to improve my performance as a teacher, and I intend to become an excellent teacher by the end of this programme. This post would be a fantastic opportunity for me to further develop as a teacher in a school which strives to show all pupils that they can and will succeed, and that they have the ability to overcome any barriers that they may face, and I am confident that I could greatly contribute towards maintaining and raising the standards of Welsh in your school. I hope that I have the opportunity to discuss this further in an interview.
Yours sincerely,
Candidate B




