Fresco from the House of Venus In The Shell, Pompeii.
Mars-  Art Analysis 
The image for the art analysis is the fresco which is situated in the House of Venus in the Shell, which is in Pompeii. 
The Fresco is off Mars the Roman god of War, Fertility and the protector of Rome[footnoteRef:1]. One of the reasons that the figure is believed to be Mars and not a young military hero is that Mars in Roman Art is usually dictated holding a Spear and a Shield. The image also dictates Mars naked but also standing on a pedestal.  This could suggest the image is a painting of a statue as only statue would be on a pedestal. Mars also wears a cape like that of a Roman Soldiers and is wearing some kind of helmet on his head.  [1:  (Britannica Education Publishing, 2014)] 

The image is also important as where the image of Ares is put in Pompeii. The fresco is in a place called the house of Venus and so it dedicated the Goddess of love and beauty. The statue of Ares is surrounded by a garden in the fresco. Some of the plants in the background does look like Myrtle the symbol of Venus. The fresco is also the back wall of the Garden for the House of Venus in the Shell.
The image of Mars is in a place dedicated to Venus, represents the relationship between them as lovers as the same figure that is in Greek Mythology, Ares being Mars and Aphrodite being Venus, have a forbidden love affair even though Aphrodite was married to Hephaestus (Vulcan in Roman mythology).[footnoteRef:2]  Mars in art represented masculinity and fearlessness, whereas Venus represented the women for virtue.[footnoteRef:3]   [2:  (Daly, 2009)]  [3:  (Zanker, 2012)] 

From where the image of Ares is located we can estimate what date it was before but apart from that, we can’t know for sure the date. As the Fresco that the image is part of is located in Pompeii, we can guess that the image was before the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in August 79 AD.[footnoteRef:4] We know that the House of Venus in the shell was heavily damaged in the earthquake of A.D. 62 and was undergoing reconstruction at the time of the eruption of Mount Vesuvius.[footnoteRef:5] The eruption also preserved the fresco and the people in Pompeii for a thousand years before archaeologists excavated the site.   [4:  (Connolloy, 1990)]  [5:  (Giuntoli, 1989)] 

In summary, the soldier in the image are believed to Mars the God of war. This can be seen from the fact that Mars carries his spear and a shield which is seen in the fresco.  The fresco is situated in Pompeii and so can be dated before the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 AD and was preserved by the ashes from the eruption. The fresco of Mars standing on a platform in place dedicated to the Goddess of love and beauty, could represent the forbidden love affair between Mars and Venus or their Greek versions Ares and Aphrodite. 
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