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3.1 Dating Exercise (Medieval)
(a)          Memorandum that the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II the abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court held at Pickering.
[bookmark: _Int_8bjGNhJY][bookmark: _Int_qwsZQvF3][bookmark: _Int_YCijnP9p][bookmark: _Int_O5DnMh2v]Firstly, I looked up the year that Richard II became king in The Handbook of British Chronology. He succeeded to the throne on 22 June 1377[footnoteRef:28837]. The 8th year of his reign would be from 22 June 1385 to 21 June 1386. The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a fixed date feast on 15 August each year[footnoteRef:23070]. This places the referred feast day in 1385 during the 8th year of the reign of King Richard II.  15 August in 1385 was on a Tuesday[footnoteRef:5457] so, the Thursday after would be 17 August. The date of the memorandum is thus Thursday, 17 August 1385. [28837:  Handbook of British Chronology]  [23070:  ]  [5457:  ] 


(b)          Confirmation by Bishop Anian of St Asaph of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey issued by his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. Given at Shrewsbury the day after St Mary Magdalene in the first year of his pontificate.
I used the Handbook of British Chronology to look up Bishop Anian. A primary search in the Table of Contents of the Handbook[footnoteRef:25376] showed that Bishops are listed by country. I know that St. Asaph is in Wales and is thus a Welsh Bishopric. Turning to the relevant entries for the Bishops of St. Asaph in the section for Bishops of Wales[footnoteRef:9101] I could see that there were two Bishops of that name, Anian I ordained in November 1249 and Anian II ordained 21 October 1268. The extract refers simply to Bishop Anian which leads me to believe that it is the first of the two Bishops of that name. Since he was the first Bishop Anian of St. Asaph there would be no reason to name him Bishop Anian I. The extract then mentions his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. These three Bishops were in office consecutively from 1186 to 1240 and more closely predate Bishop Anian I (ordained 1249) than Bishop Anian II (ordained 1268). This supports my understanding that the bishop in question is the first Bishop Anian.  [25376:  ]  [9101:  ] 

The first year of Bishop Anian’s pontificate would run from November 1249 to October 1250. The Day of Saint Mary Magdalene is an immoveable feast day[footnoteRef:18367] and so is always held on 22 July. The day after places the date of the confirmation of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey as 23 July 1250. [18367:  ] 



(c)           Downham: court held on Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene [Ketton]
[bookmark: _Int_9gmoxGam][bookmark: _Int_0d3gqvuS]This document does not indicate which King Edward is being referred to, so I conducted a Google search for John de Ketene which revealed that he was elected to the Bishopric of Ely on 2 March 1310 and consecrated on 6 September of the same year[footnoteRef:30237]. I thus take the first year of his episcopate to run from when he was consecrated as Bishop of Ely rather than from when he was elected to the post 6 September 1310 to 5 September 1311. Referring to the Handbook of British Chronology I can see that this was during the reign of King Edward II (8 July 1307 to 20 January 1327)[footnoteRef:9941]. The fourth year of his reign would thus run from 8 July 1310 to 7 July 1311. The date range for the fourth year of the reign of King Edward II thus confirms taking the choice of date range for the first year of John de Ketene’s episcopacy since Easter would have to fall in 1311. [30237:  ]  [9941:  ] 

[bookmark: _Int_gINXOVnK]The court was held on the day after Ash Wednesday, so the next step was to determine the date that Easter Sunday fell in 1311. For this I consulted a medieval calendar which showed me that Easter Sunday was April 11th, 1311[footnoteRef:21950]. A further Google search informed me that Ash Wednesday is 46 days before Easter Sunday[footnoteRef:14354]. First, ensuring that 1311 was not a leap year[footnoteRef:2304], by counting back from 11 April 1311, I ascertained that Ash Wednesday was 24 February 1311. The court at Downham was held the day after Ash Wednesday which would therefore have been Thursday 25 February 1311. [21950:  ]  [14354:  ]  [2304:  ] 


[bookmark: _Int_qzdflB1T]d)          Henry, king of the English, greets the bishop of Lincoln and Earl David and the earl of Leicester, and Earl Rannulf of Chester, and all the barons and lords of whom Geoffrey Ridel held lands, and all the sheriffs within whose jurisdiction he held them. Know that I have given to Richard Basset the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel to wife, and the custody of Geoffrey Ridel’s land until Robert Ridel can be made a knight and marry the granddaughter of Ralph Basset, namely the daughter of one of his daughters. … And this gift and compact have been made at the request and with the advice of Rannulf, earl of Chester, and William his brother, and Nigel d’Aubigny and Robert Ridel’s other kin and Geva his mother, and Geoffrey the earl’s chancellor, and Simon, dean of Lincoln, and William, son of Rannulf, and Thomas of St John and Geoffrey de Clinton, and Payn son of John, and William d’Aubigny and Humphrey de Bohun and Robert Musard and Robert Basset and Osmund Basset and Thurstan Basset and William, constable of Earl Rannulf of Chester, and Ralph, son of Norman, and Hugh Maubanc. At Woodstock.

[bookmark: _Int_Rs6xpNO2]This document does not state which King Henry is referred to, so I started to identify other named people. The first person I chose to search for was Earl Rannulf of Chester since the title and place were mentioned. Three Earls of Chester named Ranulf are recorded[footnoteRef:27019], Ranulf de Meschin 1120 – 1129, Ranulf de Gernon 1129 – 1153 and Ranulf de Blondeville 1181 – 1232. I then looked to see which King Henry/s an Earl of Chester coincided with. This produced three; King Henry I 1100 – 1135, King Henry II 1154 – 1183 and King Henry III 1216 – 1272[footnoteRef:15760] This, however, as the above indicates, did not really narrow down the dates. [27019:  ]  [15760:  ] 


[bookmark: _Int_8XfTMrof][bookmark: _Int_U5xWdTSZ][bookmark: _Int_6VaBX8V9]The next person I searched for was Geoffrey Ridel who was a Justice during the reign of King Henry I. Geoffrey Ridel died in a shipwreck on 25 November 1120, and his daughter married Richard Basset[footnoteRef:7709]. With this discovery, I could see that the event recorded in the document occurred during the reign of King Henry I and the Earl Rannulf of Chester was Ranulf de Meschin. A search for Richard Basset gave me the name of Geofrey Ridel’s daughter Matilda who married Richard Basset between November 1120 and April 1123. Robert Ridel, the underage son of Geoffrey Ridel, was made a ward of Richard Basset until he should become a knight[footnoteRef:26275]. A search for Robert Ridel showed nothing after the above charter which suggests he died soon after the charter and before reaching maturity[footnoteRef:2858] [7709:  ]  [26275:  ]  [2858:  ] 


[bookmark: _Int_ogYMdfPt][bookmark: _Int_2W92PDG7]A search of other people present at the signing of the charter to try to narrow down the date showed that Humphrey de Bohun died about 1123[footnoteRef:31170]. Earl David mentioned in the document was the brother-in-law of King Henry I and became King David I of Scotland in April 1124[footnoteRef:4216]. This narrows the date of the charter to between 25 November 1120, and the death of Humphrey de Bohun c. 1123 and before the departure from England of Earl David to ascend the Scottish throne in April 1124. Researching the marriage of Richard Basset to Matilda, daughter of the deceased Geoffrey Ridel led me to an interesting article which indicated that King Henry I, after his return to England from Normandy in November 1120, resumed business in early 1121. I take this to mean the state affairs of which this charter would be one. King Henry then left England for Normandy on 10 June 1123[footnoteRef:30422]. In conclusion, leaving aside the imputation of forgery made by the author of the article, the charter can be dated between January 1121 and 10 June 1123. [31170:  ]  [4216:  ]  [30422:  ] 
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