Module code SJSS 4002                                                                              Assignment 1
                             Describe the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales)
                            Act 2015 and consider how it might aspire to improve 
                            the social and cultural wellbeing of Wales.

This essay will be looking at how the social and cultural well-being of Wales may possibly be improved by the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 and comparing it to what 
was available in the years before this came into power. 
The definition of Well-being can be different for everyone, being as well as one can be. Depending on how people perceive how well their life is, living in a damp free, clean environment, secure housing so as to feel safe, positive relationships, realising one’s full potential and feeling satisfaction with life, having employment where you are valued, self-worth and self-esteem are paramount. Diener E. (2009). 

From cradle to the grave, this was said by William Churchill.
            ‘This is the greatest advance in our history. There can be no turning back. From now on 
              Beveridge is not only the name of a man; it is the name of a way of life and not only for               
              Britain, but for the whole civilized world.’ Beveridge, Sir W. (1942).

After the war The Beveridge Report was to be put into practice, this was the start of the Governments plan to eradicate the Five Evils, Want, Disease, Ignorance, Squalor and Idleness.
The Beveridge report was to eradicate Poverty and Want, this meant taxes would be increased so that this would then provide Social Security payments for the unemployed, old age pensions, the pensions would be brought in over the years, once contributions had grown. 
Social Security would also help those with disabilities and Family Allowance would be paid for families but only for a second and further children. There would also to be social security payments to widows. Timmins, N. (1995) pg.44 
Rab Butler put the Butler Bill forward for Education and after much discussion with the churches and public schools, the schools for everyone and a National Curriculum for education were in place this was 1948 and so another of the five evils was being tackled, Ignorance. Timmins, N. (1995) pg.65
Aneurin Bevan was to put forward The National Health Service in 1948 and this would provide free healthcare for the nation, never before in any western society had this been done. This would be the third of the five evils and helped greatly, especially with the baby boom after the war. Disease tackled. Timmins, N. (1995) pg.101
After the war with so much of Britain’s housing destroyed there was a big emphasis on building new homes, this duty fell onto Aneurin Bevans shoulder’s as part of the Health Ministers duties. 
Timmins, N. (1995) pg.139 
Over a million homes were built with 80% being council homes, people were getting used to indoor toilets, although the homes were a lot smaller, they were a lot more habitable. some homes were only meant as temporary buildings to last possibly 10 years, but some are still standing today. A million may seem a lot but there needed to be around 4-5 million built. The costs that had been calculated for this project had been priced too low and the Government could not afford to continue building.
This was put in place to eradicate Squalor, one of the five evils, this helped some people but not as many as expected. 
 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-14380936
During the Thatcher years Thatcherism was the main contributor to Britain becoming a less healthy and more unequal environment, with more socially produced deaths instead of physiological or biological, as in drugs, alcohol, violence and suicides.
With a commitment to make sure the size of the Welfare state was reduced, this led to Britain suffering a  huge loss of well-being. Scott-Samuel, A. (1984) 
The Well-Being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, this new law that came into place in 2016, and this was to make the Public Bodies in Wales consider what happens now and for future generations, when looking at Climate Change, Poverty, Housing, Health and Education, getting everybody working together to make Wales a better environment for everyone.
The Future Generations Commissioner of Wales has a duty to ensure that any decisions that are made will not have a derogatory effect on the well-being of the people of Wales for the next 30 years.
This new law comes with seven Well-Being Goals these are:
 A globally responsible Wales
Before making any decisions making sure it will be making a positive impact on Global Well-being. 
A prosperous Wales
Meaning that Wales will recognize the limits of the global environment and use its resources with efficiency, being a low carbon and productive society, also acting on climate change with a well-educated and skilled population with an economy that gives employment opportunities and allowing people to take advantage of the wealth provided with a good workforce.
 A resilient Wales
 A nation that works towards and enhances the bio-diversities of its natural environment keeping   healthy ecosystems that social, ecological and economic resilience and the ability to adapt.
A healthier Wales
Where everyone’s physical and mental well-being is important and then looks at what can continue to benefit these in the future.
A more equal Wales.
A place that helps everyone reach their full potential despite what their circumstances are.
A Wales of cohesive communities. 
Nice, practical, safe and connected communities. 
[bookmark: _Hlk531632115]A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language. 
A society that encourages and protects culture, heritage and the Welsh language, and which helps people to take part sports, recreation and the arts.
And the new law states that Government must work to improve every-one of these goals. 
This Act is looking at improving the social, economic, cultural and environmental well-being of Wales by making a difference with sustainable development. https://gov.wales/docs/dsjlg/publications/150623-guide-to-the-fg-act-en.pdf
The Government when making decisions, must think about sustainability for now and the future, looking at how things are affecting Wales and also looking into prevention, working together and including the people when making decisions.
The Future Well-Being Commissioner for Wales will write yearly reports to show how well Wales is working towards these goals.
The plan is for Wales to have long term solutions for problems like poverty, ill health, low paid  jobs, poor air quality, Wales are also looking into getting companies to provide more jobs for people living with disability, making sure that public organisations are held accountable for any effects long or short term any decision they make may have on the people of Wales. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-44073725

The conclusion of this essay is that the changes that The Future Generations Well-Being (Wales) Act will make to Wales, are immense if committed to and carried out, when the Beveridge Report is looked at and how the Five Giant Evils were tackled, they have not been eradicated but are definitely a lot better than they were 50 years ago, but there is still homelessness , unemployment,
And there is our education system that people come far and wide to study within in, and the NHS which although struggling (as is has been said for the last 30 years or so) is fantastic and again many people from afar would be very glad of it.
 Mental Health is being looked at and although far from perfect, attitudes have changed and there is help out there but the wait is too long, as there are not enough people trained to treat Mental Health.

Wales is also committed to working towards helping the environment here and globally, looking towards sustainability and recycling which will make a big difference to the future well-being of everyone. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The task is a big one but hopefully an achievable one.
Problems cannot be solved at the same level of awareness that created them. – Albert Einstein
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