Analysis of select primary sources—including, but not limited to material culture—will evaluate the relationship between religious identity and gender distinctions in funerary depictions in ancient Egypt. 
	
For this thesis I have decided to explore relationship between religious identity and gender equality in Ancient Egypt. I find it interesting how a person’s individual moral concepts can be influenced by their perceived view of religion and whether or not they believe in an afterlife.  The discussion that I am most interested in exploring further is researching the actions that a person in the Egyptian society makes based on their religious views, including exploring the concept of gender equality by discussing the differences between men and women; the ‘social’ aspects of organised religion. I will be using a variety of sources for this, both archaeological evidence and textual. For this I will be looking at who these depictions are dedicated to as well as who they are depicting, where they are geographically as well as within the tomb, what they depict and why they are being depicted. I will be using a range of textual sources as well stories, myths and documented history. Religion in Egypt has varied over the expanse of time, 
Religion to the Ancient Egyptians played an important role in everyday life. Their polytheistic religion, based on worshipping Different deity’s, a little like the ancient Greeks, was built on the principle of ma ’at which roughly translates to harmony.[footnoteRef:1]This belief was founded on the fact that Ancient Egyptians believed that once you had passed on, your journey did not end and that living on earth was only the first part of the journey, and his meant that they would live their lives accordingly.[footnoteRef:2] For example a life of sin meant that your heart would be eaten and the weighing ceremony and you would not continue your journey into the field of rushes.  Funerary religion was therefore culturally important as how one is buried also affects how well equipped they are for the afterlife. As Riggs states in her book ‘Funerary religion was a bridge to the native past and impetuous for creating a unique body of art’[footnoteRef:3]. I agree with this statement as it is clear that the ancient Egyptians were still very much connected to their deceased. They had a belief that the deceased soul still resided somewhere within the body, and this is why the bodies are prepped for the afterlife, and there tombs are furnished with items they might need as well as depictions of the next step in their journey. As you can see In figure one, this depicts Anubis standing over the deceased performing the ritual of mummification. In many tombs especially that of Pharos, there were a lot of wall painting depicting the gods, or depicting the next steps in their journey, eg the heart weighing ceremony. Riggs mentions how ‘Egyptian art is concerned about depicting what he knew not what he saw’[footnoteRef:4] these pictures are painted in the Egyptian style that is very two dimensional. [footnoteRef:5]  [1:  Mark 2010]  [2:  Mark 2010]  [3:  Riggs, 2005, pg 6]  [4:  Riggs 2005, pg 9]  [5:  Breasted, 1972, pg 55] 
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Figure 1


As well as tomb paintings, another one of the things that showed how the Egyptians religious identity tied in with their views about an afterlife is evident in tombs paintings and burial portraits. These portraits served a purpose as one would think of a picture today, to carry on the memory of the dead. There are examples from the Coptic period for instance of fayum portraits,  many of which  are pictures of men and women, painted on a wooden plaque and then placed over the body’s face .Susan walker concludes that these portraits are done in Greaco-roman painting style however their purpose is Egyptian.[footnoteRef:6] Around 900 portraits have been found so far, each depicting the usual head and shoulder of the deceased. However from looking at more of these portraits it is clear that they were valuable works of art to the Egyptians. It is then safe to assume that only the rich and the wealthy could afford to be remembered in such a way. This casts a shadow on the reliability of this source as it only gives us insight into what affluent people religious identity was, not necessarily the not so wealthy. Many of the portraits also depict figures that appear youthful, not ill or aging.  Because these portraits reflected a depiction of the person’s life, they would want to be remembered so that they could take this depiction of themselves to the afterlife, hence a lot of women are portrayed with jewellery or expensive clothing. [6:  Walker, 2000, pg 21] 

Within art there is one significant figure that I will further look at which is a perfect example of gender distinction in the Ancient world. This iconic figure would been the female pharaoh queen Hatshepsut.
[image: Image result for kneeling figure of hatshepsut][image: Statue of Hatshepsut on display at the Metropolitan Museum of Art] 
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Her marriage to her close relative meant that she married into royalty and her bloodline, being strong helped her gain position as leader when her husband passed away, thus she became a pharaoh.[footnoteRef:7] She is often depicted as fairly masculine, in the clothes and shoes of a male and even sometimes as far as depicted with a beard, even though that this was probably just an artist’s interpretation.[footnoteRef:8] This however does bring to light the question why? Women had a relatively high status in ancient Egypt, for example, they were able to own land in their own right. There is evidence in the shape of a papyrus in louvre which describes a women reclaiming payment from the government and another who hold a position of responsibility under a farmer who mortgages his property to her.[footnoteRef:9]  Women also had high religious positions, such a priestesses of which the highest rank would be the pallicides who were usually ladies of noble birth and wealth. This status shows that they were respected in the society that they lived within and as there were female Pharos before her, it wouldn’t of been such a big deal to have a female leader. This then I believe instead of prejudice against women, I feel is portrayed from a religious point of view. Just as Lesko says that there was religious intent behind a lot of the depictions of paintings on the tomb walls, the example she gives being an abundance of food or water in the afterlife, I believe that the way she is being portrayed is for religious purposes too.[footnoteRef:10]  She is commonly pictured in the Khat, which the head cloth and sometimes depicted topped with the Uranus, which has divine connection to the goddess wadjet and lastly the traditional false beard.[footnoteRef:11] I believe that she could have chosen to be depicted in this form to show that she was as strong a ruler as any other man. In terms of statue depictions, the pharaoh is supposed to represent the divine to the Egyptians. Even becoming a god themselves when they die, thus the iconic stance of the arms fold across the chest is one that all pharos would have done for religious purposes, and one that hatepshut would have adopted for these reasons. [7:  Edwards, 2005, 850]  [8:  Edwards,2005,850]  [9:  Edwards,2005, 853]  [10:  Lesko 1991, pg 3]  [11:  Edwards, 2005, 850] 

In conclusion, Ancient Egyptians had a strong religious identity, and from research I have studied so far women’s seemed to be respected in their society, especially when it came to the subject of religion and we can see this portrayed in the funerary art of both royalty and non.
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