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Discuss the historical development of UK contemporary logistics from 1950 to date.

Introduction
The elements of logistics have always been considered of great importance in the manufacturing, organizing, moving and storing products of the supply chain. It is fairly recently since they have become a mandatory part of the economic and business environment. The need of logistical services has reached a stage that logistics are the key for success in many companies and organizations. This research will review the importance of logistics in their historical evolution through a number of stages from 1950 to date. (Alan Rushton, 2014)  (Tracey, 1998)
1950s and 1960s                                                                
Before the 1950s logistical services were known for military usage only. For example, maintaining and transporting vehicles and military facilities. In the 1950s companies and manufacturers did not have plan about the distribution of their products. Even though there were a few firms that realized how important logistical services are for the business, most of the organizations back then did not see logistics as a priority of the company’s products distribution. By contrast, in the 1960s the concept of physical distribution starts to emerge as a study and academic degree. Moreover, for the first time education courses about distribution actually involved studying about more physical activities such as packaging, transport and storage. Having the knowledge to be a physical distribution manager of a company several distribution trade costs could be planned and managed in terms to bring both better service and to reduce the costs of it. Furthermore, very soon companies realized the benefits of the distribution operations that they developed to enhance the flow of their products that go through the supply chain. 
1970s 
The distribution concept had major updates in its developing process during this decade. Moreover, companies started to realize the need to include distribution in the actual management structure of the firm. In the 1970s there were big changes in the structure of the distribution chain. Furthermore, the lack of power of the suppliers and manufacturers and the market increase of the major retailers helped big retail chains to develop their own distribution structures. Moreover these structures were based on local and regional warehouses and depots to service their stores. That helped to decrease the already expensive logistics costs in the 1970s. 
1980s
The logistical service costs increased rapidly in the 1980s. As a result of that, the level of professionalism within the distribution chain increased significantly. Moreover, that reflected in better planning and finding more methods to decline transportation costs. This decade marked a new era of logistics in the history of supply chain management. Furthermore, the development of personal computers and the advancements in the information technology area made the access to virtual information easier and opened doors for new planning methods. Moreover, this led to better customer’s service and reducing costs. The most important trend for logistics in the 1980s was the fact that the logistical services started being extremely expensive, very important and complex in the industrial supply chain. In that period another big change was marked as that informational aspects had the same importance as physical aspects when building a strategy.  (Lev, 2014)
1990s
In the 1990s the supply chain management started being used from companies. Moreover, this supply chain concept’s key for success was the fact that other organizations cloud be part of the shipment of a product to the market place. Furthermore, this method was used so it can provide partnerships with other companies for better and more effective shipment of the product to the customers. Moreover, these companies are known as Third-party Logistics organizations. The logistics development was pushed even further in the 1990s by the usage of Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) systems. Even though the ERP systems where difficult to be installed by the end of the 1990s most of the companies had them installed and working. The benefit of using these systems while working was the larger date covering ground and the accuracy was improved significantly.  (Robinson, 2015)
2000s 
With the technology advancements, logistical services in the 2000s globalized more especially after China’s market grown significantly. Finally logistics and the distribution supply chain started to be seen as key factors for a successive business. In fact, for many companies changes in the logistics were the right steps to improve majorly their business. Moreover, there was way more value added to the logistical services and to the people responsible for shipping goods. 
2010s to present 
As the climate change, people start being more concern about the environment so does logistics. Moreover, in present days part of being a successful company is being environmental friendly. Furthermore, big role in the suppliers plan and strategy for the market have emissions. In fact, planners need to build a successful financial strategy by balancing the costs and the emissions from their company’s vehicles.  (Ballou)



Conclusion
To conclude, nowadays logistics are important to the stage to say that the whole business and economy is powered by the logistical services. Organizations and companies success depends of good logistics strategy and planning.
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