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This study shall explore the ever-increasing relationship between the use of body-worn imagery and evidence-based policing. To achieve this, one shall consider exploring the definition of evidence-based policing, and how body-worn cameras are utilised within everyday policing. 
One must also shine a light upon the strengths and weaknesses of body-worn imagery; whilst exploring a variety of case studies. 

The participation in the use of body-worn cameras is continually expanding, with seventy-one per cent of forces across the United Kingdom now incorporating cameras within everyday policing (National Police Chief’s Council (NPCC), 2022). NPCC mentions that body-worn imagery is considered a primary factor when processing and gathering solid authentication in almost every circumstance one may attend to. 
In fact, the use of body-worn cameras, in any region, is expanding swiftly across the world. Despite being frequently utilised by law enforcement practices, body-worn cameras are making their presence recognised across a wide range of industries; they are extremely prevalent within healthcare and public transportation, to name but a few (GOV.UK, 2022). 
The sole perception of a constable is to work in partnership with local communities, colleagues and stakeholders to critically prevent and detect criminal activity (The College of Policing, 2020). As simple as that, one may suggest. However, in order to effectively condemn this role, one must be capable of gathering the necessary evidence to serve their purpose. 
Indeed, it must be acknowledged that decades prior to the 21st century, there was minimal ability to collect and analyse data of any criminal nature. For example, in 1975, policing was often implemented through a ‘one-size-fits-all’ strategy so to speak; frequently recognised as the three R’s; random patrol, rapid response and reactive investigations (Sherman, 2013). Sherman implied that the policing itself demonstrated an indolent; essentially ‘lazy’ approach, as there was no evidence to analyse what happened within a particular incident and how one can improve based on gathered information. 
Since then, policing agencies across the United Kingdom have utilised a diverse variety of technical improvements to enhance operational efficiency and outcomes, particularly in times of limited resources and increased public scrutiny of law enforcement action (Strom, 2017). 
As a result, evidence-based policing became a huge development in the world of policing, essentially improving law enforcement decision-making. 

A tactical approach, one may suggest. Evidence-based policing is a concept that allows police officers to base their practice upon scientific evidence (Advancing Policing Through Evidence-Based Practices, 2015). Policing professionals are given a so-called ‘objective’, in terms of standards; allowing their actions to be established and well-justified. Put more simply, evidence-based policing uses the best, most accurate evidence to shape the finest of practice (Sherman, 1998).  
As mentioned by Sherman, for several decades, the critical missing link within recent attempts to indeed improve policing has been the analysation of ongoing evaluations. If the majority of police work has yet to transcend "beyond 911," (Sparrow, Moore, and Kennedy 1990), then only with such inclusion can policing become a ‘reflexive’ and ‘smart’ organisation by constantly developing in response to continual criticism.

In terms of policing, body-worn cameras are small, conspicuous devices that are worn by police constables, usually on their upper body such as their chest. This position allows persons to rewatch video evidence from the constables' perspective (Metropolitan Police, n.d.). 
In essence, body-worn imagery serves as an independent witness, protecting staff against allegations of misbehaviour (Garwood, 2022).  Interestingly, police organisations within the United Kingdom adopted the use of body-worn imagery in years as early as 2005, whereby the Metropolitan Police conducted investigations within the west of England, typically in Devon and Cornwall. Nowadays, according to the Scottish Police Authority (2021), body-worn cameras are implemented within each police service in the United Kingdom. With more than fifteen years since they were first introduced, police forces are now in a good position to comprehend the benefits and weaknesses of wearing body-worn cameras. 
Body-worn imagery is self-explanatory in terms of why organisations adopt this approach. They are deployed to create an objective record of interactions between constables and members of the public. They serve a purpose by increasing both transparency and accountability of such encounters by providing insight into alleged misconduct (Council on Criminal Justice, 2021). 
Nonetheless, as mentioned previously, body-worn cameras also protect both police constabulary and members of the public, as well as acting as a witness in terms of providing evidence. As an example, in Scotland, Section 32 of the Police and Fire Reform Act 2012 (Legislation.GOV.UK, 2012) mentions that the strategic police plan pledges a safe, secure, and resilient country. Indeed, in order to achieve this, this necessitates the design and maintenance of services that satisfy rising and evolving demands within a constantly changing world (Scottish Police Authority (SPA), 2021). SPA implies that the police service must adapt and adopt the appropriate technology to ensure the safety and well-being of communities; hence the deployment of body-worn cameras. 

The presence of body-worn imagery can aid the decrease in accusations made towards frontline officers, as individuals are far more likely to make invalid complaints knowing they are being recorded. A study conducted by the University of Cambridge (Donoghue Solicitors, n.d.) confirmed that when police constables used body imagery appropriately, the volume of complaints filed against members of the public decreased by ninety-three per cent. This year-long study, which comprised over two thousand police officers, discovered that accusations against the police decreased from one thousand five hundred and thirty-nine to one hundred and thirteen during the trial year. 
A BBC documentary called, ‘How Are Body Cameras Used?’ (BBC, 2016), explained that police officers, too, are modifying their behaviour and not just the said criminal. Former Home Affairs Correspondent, Danny Shaw, mentioned that by wearing body-worn cameras, police officers adopt ‘some kind of subconscious decision to act more professionally’. 
In contrast, body-worn cameras are rather costly; with a price tag of approximately two-hundred pounds per unit. The constant battle between law enforcement and their budgets often creates a negative effect on police departments, particularly smaller constabularies. Bhatt (2021) implies that there are multiple expenses that accompany body-worn cameras, such as data storage, software updates and maintenance.

Often, individuals view body-worn cameras as a ‘threat’, particularly those who may be under the influence of illegal substances (Boivin, R. et al. 2020). People may respond bitterly to the camera. A study compiled by The College of Policing in 2021 suggested an increase of approximately sixteen per cent in grievous and actual bodily harm against police officers wearing body-worn cameras. 
Furthermore, recording encounters with the public can potentially lead to the exposure of private medical conditions such as mental illness. Possible victims of criminal activity such as sexual assault or domestic violence may become further traumatised if recordings are condemned (Mind, n.d), and those being arrested may fear the consequences of public exposure which may result in losing their employment. 
Moreover, a body-worn camera is only practical when pointed directly towards the suspect; when multiple officers are involved, complex situations may result in unclear and unconvincing video evidence of the outcome. One of the main types of evidence utilised to paint a picture is still the administrative report that each law enforcement agency produces (Wireless CCTV, n.d). 

Body-worn cameras are frequently marketed as a tool to increase safety and prevent antisocial behaviour (Kingdom Services Group LTD, 2023). In essence, antisocial behaviour is the act of an individual behaving in a manner that creates or is likely to cause fear, harm or discomfort to one or more individuals within another household; racial harassment, intimidation of neighbours and noise are a few examples of antisocial behaviour (Citizens Advice, 2021). 
As mentioned previously, when individuals are aware they are being recorded, they are less likely to act in an absurd manner. Police officers using body-worn video within anti-social hotspots mention that when fellow officers with a head or chest camera attend, suspects reduce their volume of behaviour more than in the presence of a Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) without a camera, for example (Police and Crime Standards Directorate, 2007). Body-worn imagery demonstrates greater impact than vehicle-borne cameras or street closed-circuit television (CCTV). Those present are quick to grasp the fact that recordings not only provide perspicuous video footage but also include clear audio whilst being able to deploy at any position within the incident (Stephenson, 2019). 
In November 2021, a male was sentenced by Westminster Magistrates Court following antisocial behaviour within Baker Street Tube Station in London (Transport for London (TFL) 2021). Police officers were called, and asked Grisins, the offender, to leave after proving to be verbally disrespectful to both police officers and TFL staff. Once outside the station, Grisins became belligerent and hostile towards the officers, attempting to force his way through and physically assaulting them with ‘multiple kicks’.
Transport for London emphasised that the perpetrator amended his plea to ‘guilty’ on the day, due to the strength of the body-worn camera and its act of serving photographic evidence of the encounter, as well as the officers’ injuries. Grisins’ was sentenced to twelve weeks in prison, and a further twelve months on licence. As a result of this conviction, Transport for London proceeded to purchase more than four thousand body-worn cameras for their staff to help aid and reduce workplace violence. 

Another powerful example demonstrating the importance of body-worn cameras occurred within a Minneapolis courtroom during the trial of Derek Chauvin; a former police officer convicted of murder and manslaughter in the death of George Floyd (Corley, 2021). 
This in itself implies that body-worn imagery is not only utilised to observe offenders but also to monitor the officers themselves. The footage acquired from the body-worn camera worn by the said police officer illustrated Floyd’s killing from a variety of different viewpoints. Both the prosecution and defence attorneys utilised the footage extensively during their arguments.
Body-worn imagery is unedited and self-evident in terms of the footage. Brucato (2015) suggests that those watching will comprehend the sights in a similar way since the film provides objective proof of reality. This assumption is known as ‘naïve realism’ within cognitive psychology. Essentially, this implies that everyone who examines the evidence shall reach a similar conclusion (Morriston, 2017). 
Additionally, the case of Scott V Harries (2007) exemplifies an analysis based on how body-worn and dashboard cameras aided the charge of Timothy Scott, a deputy police constable, following a car chase. 
In essence, a car chase resulted in a police vehicle crashing into the suspects’ (Harris) car, causing an accident which left the male quadriplegic. Harris filed a federal District lawsuit against Scott, alleging that the officer violated his Fourth Amendment rights by using excessive force (Legal Information Institute, 2007). Both the dashboard and body-worn cameras worn by the officer captured valid evidence and footage. 

To conclude, body-worn imagery is often deemed a positive technological advance in terms of gathering evidence; with most police officers and non-police supporting the idea (Crow et al, 2017). Indeed, body-worn cameras are a relatively recent invention, yet having studied multiple case studies and investigations, body-worn imagery has proven to be a huge success across a variety of police encounters. With Transport for London investing in more than four thousand cameras following an antisocial behaviour encounter, this in itself proves their significance in improving the safety of staff, as well as gathering solid evidence. 
Some may argue that body-worn cameras are costly devices, with the average bodycam valued at approximately two-hundred pounds. However, thirty-two per cent of local police departments in the United Kingdom used body-worn imaging in 2013, and just three years later, the percentage had increased to forty-seven per cent (Morgan et al, 2021). This in itself demonstrated that body-worn cameras had a conclusive effect. 
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