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	Ageing Bones in archaeology is an important procedure that leads into identification and what age they died at. Different parts of a skeletal anatomy help to estimate the age of the animal at death and one of the best methods is teeth. From teeth you’re able to tell a lot from a species to age them. Eruption rates of teeth, wear patterns and cementum lines are all ways to age animals at death just by looking at their teeth. Erupted teeth can place an age if they are a juvenile, however once the teeth have erupted and been fully replaced, you would have to rely on wear patterns. Wear patterns can be unreliable as wearing on teeth is dependent on the species environment, what’s available to eat and the quality. More wear on the teeth the older the animal. However, looking at Cementum lines which is a thick and thin line that indicates a full year’s growth. However, this method is destructive on the teeth and so isn’t always a suitable method to use to age the species. Looking at the bones themselves however can help us to age the species. The Epiphyseal fusion of the longer bones is another method in ageing animal bones, pelvis are also a really good in helping age the species. Fully fused bones would indicate that the animal is an adult and not fully fused bones would indicate juveniles. However, once the bones are fully fused you would look at the wearing on the bone to see if the animals can be classified as an adult. Understanding the ages of these animals helps us indicate what animals survive in a given environment, such as the capacity of the land. Furthermore, what animals are being hunted or chosen to be butchered, or being scavenged by people or animals. Also tells us why the animals are being killed, for their wool, milk, meat, or leather. I.A Silver (1969) created a fusion bone chart of each bone and certain animals, and then what age you would see the fusion of that bone. This way a way to indicate whether the bone you have is a juvenile or an adult and you would be able to place an estimate of the age. For example the radius in a pig would be fused at 1 year, so if we find a radius of a pig that is not fused, we can place the age at under 1 year old.  This chart is very helpful to know what bones would fuse and at what age they would. 
