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[bookmark: _Hlk216300008]Introduction and Brief Overview 
[bookmark: _Hlk216108155][bookmark: _Hlk216164169]The United Kingdom possesses one of the world’s oldest political systems, evolving over centuries from absolute monarchy to a parliamentary democracy within a constitutional monarchy blending tradition with modern democracy (Thetford-Kay, 2025). Today the UK is rooted in democratic principles, with citizens electing MPs to represent them in the House of Commons. Although a monarch serves as the head of state, the actual power to govern lies with elected representatives who form the UK Government and Parliament. Currently, the government in power is the Labour Party led by Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer, and the head of state is King Charles III (Leon, 2024; Buswell, 2025). The UK’s political system divides power among three branches. The first is the legislature, which is Parliament, the supreme law-making authority that is responsible for passing laws, debating national issues and scrutinising government actions. Next is the executive, which is the Government, who are responsible for running the country by making policy decisions and proposing laws. The final branch is the judiciary, which is the court system that operates independently, interpreting the law and applying it fairly (“How do UK politics work?”, 2025). 
This report evaluates the UK political system by exploring two areas, which are the traditional political ideologies and UK political parties. Both sections identify positive and negative, aspects and characteristics with examples to support.
Traditional Political Ideologies 
Political ideology is a set of ideas, beliefs, and values held by individuals or groups regarding how society should be organised and a country should be governed. It typically includes views on the economy, individual rights and social issues such as equality, justice and welfare. Traditional political ideologies have long underpinned the structure and function of UK politics influencing the formation and principles of parties as well as shaping political debate, policy agendas and voter alignment (“Understanding the Meaning”, 2023; “What Are Political Ideologies”, 2025). 
Conservatism is a political ideology that’s core values include tradition, stability and protection of established industries. It emphasises limited government intervention, free markets, lower taxes and individual responsibility. It is represented by the Conservative Party and is traditionally classified as a right-wing ideology (“What Are Political Ideologies”, 2025). 
[bookmark: _Hlk216089448][bookmark: _Hlk216118477]Socialism is a left-wing ideology that promotes economic equality, collective or public ownership of key industries and social fairness. In the UK it has historically been linked with the Labour Party, although in recent decades Labour has shifted towards a social democracy and democratic socialism approach, a more centre-left ideology (“What Are Political Ideologies”, 2025; “What are the 3 main political parties in UK?”, n.d.)
Liberalism is a centre-left ideology that traditionally emphasises values such as individual freedom, civil liberties, equality before the law and free markets. More modern liberalism supports a mixed economy and a robust social safety net. In the UK, it is represented by the Liberal Democrats. (“Understanding the Meaning”, 2023; “What Are Political Ideologies”, 2025). 
Another traditional political ideology followed in the UK, that is closely associated with parties such as Plaid Cymru and The Scottish National Party is Nationalism (“All UK Political Parties”, n.d.). Nationalism emphasises national identity, self-governance and independence (“Understanding the Meaning”, 2023). 
Green politics is a left‑wing ideology that many British parties now adopt elements of but is most strongly followed by the Green Party. This ideology centres around environmental sustainability, social justice and equality and grassroots democracy (Lee, 2025). 
Positive and Negative Aspects and Characteristics 
[bookmark: _Hlk216121776]A positive aspect of traditional political ideologies is that they provide a sense of guidance, identity and belonging for individuals by connecting them with others and political parties who share similar beliefs (“What Are Political Ideologies”, 2025). Another positive characteristic is the diversity they bring to democratic systems. For example, in the UK, the Conservative Party, who follow a conservatism ideology, support free markets and individual freedom. While the Labour party, who follow a social democracy and democratic socialism ideology, support a mixed economy and social equality. A wide range of ideological perspectives strengthens democracy by encouraging debate, offering political choice, and promoting pluralism by preventing any single viewpoint from dominating, helping to maintain a balanced political environment (“What Are Political Ideologies”, 2025; “What are the 3 main political parties in UK?”, n.d.).
However, traditional political ideologies also have drawbacks. One major issue is that ideologies can become outdated, failing to adapt to modern challenges and sometimes resisting necessary change. For example, some ideologies do not prioritise environmental aspects to the same extent as others. Conservatism for instance emphasises economic growth and the protection of established industries, these priorities can clash with modern environmental goals (“What Are Political Ideologies”, 2025; “20 Pros and Cons of Conservatism”, n.d.). Recent examples of this for the Conservatives, include proposals to change or weaken climate goals and net-zero commitments. This includes delaying bans on petrol and diesel cars to 2035 before Labour reintroduced the 2030 target and plans to remove net-zero requirements on oil and gas companies drilling in the North Sea (Turner, 2024; Catt, 2025). Furthermore, conservative leader Kemi Badenoch has said that achieving net zero by 2050 is impossible without a major drop in living standards and economic sacrifice (Seabrook, 2025). These examples and viewpoints demonstrate a traditional conservatism ideology of preferencing economic aspects and placing environmental concerns low on the priority list, failing to fully adapt to modern society (“What Are Political Ideologies”, 2025).
[bookmark: _Hlk216120328]Another criticism of traditional political ideologies is that they can lead to extremism. For example, extreme nationalism can develop into far right, exclusionary movements that cause conflict and violence (“What Are Political Ideologies”, 2025; “Pros and Cons of Nationalism”, 2024). A recent case in the UK is Tommy Robinson, a far-right activist whose nationalist and anti-immigration views has gathered a large following. Recently he led a ‘United the Kingdom’ rally in London, which was attended by over 110,000 people, during which sections of his supporter’s caused violence with the police. Although he did not directly call for violence on that day, his prior statements and extremist views may have contributed to an environment in which such violence could occur (Cheshire, 2025; “Clashes in London”, 2025). 
UK Political Parties 
Political parties are organised groups of people that share similar political beliefs, who work together to influence public policy and gain political power, usually by contesting elections, forming governments, and promoting their ideas. They play a crucial role in democratic governance by representing different views and interests within society and by providing citizens with different choices regarding how their country should be run. Political parties act as a bridge between the public and government, by helping to communicate public concerns and ensuring that various viewpoints are considered in decision making processes. (“What Is a Political Party?”, 2025; “What are Political Parties?”, 2024).
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Figure 4: (“Uk Parties’ on the Political Spectrum”, 2023)
[bookmark: _Hlk216457494]As seen above there are a variety of UK parties that can be placed along the political spectrum, based on their beliefs, values and ideologies that they follow (“What do political parties do?”, n.d.).
Following the 2024 election the current governing party in the UK is Labour (Buswell, 2025). Labour is a centre-left political party which is historically linked with the socialism ideology, working class and trade unions. However today it follows a social democracy and democratic socialism ideology (“What are the 3 main political parties in UK?”, n.d.; “What do the UK Political Parties stand for?”, 2023). The party advocate for social justice, strong public services and government intervention in the economy to reduce inequality and improve public welfare (Leon, 2025).
The other major dominant political party in the UK is the Conservative Party, who are a centre-right party that follow the conservatism ideology (“What are the 3 main political parties in UK?”, n.d.). The party was last in power between 2010-2024 and currently holds 119 seats in the House of Commons, the second highest behind Labour (Buswell, 2025; “State of the parties”, n.d.). 
Historically in the UK, behind the Conservative and Labour Parties, the Liberal Democrats Party is considered to be the next largest party. The Liberal Democrats are a centre-left party that mainly follows the liberalism ideology (“What are the 3 main political parties in UK?”, n.d.). They support a mixed economy and advocate for individual freedom and civil liberties (Winters, 2023).
A smaller political party which has grown significantly in recent years is Reform UK, a right-wing populist party led by Nigel Farage. Reform UK support lower taxation, reduced regulations and immigration control. Other smaller UK parties include the Green Party, Scottish National Party, Plaid Cymru, and Sinn Féin to name a few (Buswell, 2025).
Positive and Negative Aspects and Characteristics
[bookmark: _Hlk216353164]A positive aspect of political parties is that they can help to encourage public participation in politics. Parties provide platforms for citizens to take part in the political process through campaigns, debates, and forums that inform voters about policies and party aims and allows them to express concerns and influence party decisions (Gallie, 2017; “Pros and Cons of Political Parties,” n.d.). A recent example of this is the live debate held by Welsh party leaders ahead of the Senedd election next year, where they discussed the NHS, improving towns and cities and childcare, while also answering questions from the media and public (Hale & Barker, 2025). Initiatives like this ensure that citizen voices are heard and can also lead to higher voter turnout, increasing public participation in politics (“Pros and Cons of Political Parties,” n.d.).
[bookmark: _Hlk216357272]An aspect of UK political parties that could be considered both positive and negative is the First Past the Post voting system used in general elections. This voting method is where the candidate with the most votes in each constituency wins the seat, even if they do not achieve a majority. Advantages to this system include that it is easy to understand and often produces majority governments which can help with stability and implementing a party is ideas and policies more effectively (“First Past the Post voting system”, n.d.).
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]However, using this voting system does provide negatives such as that it can lead to a high number of wasted votes, as those for losing candidates or surplus votes for winning candidates do not contribute to extra seats in Parliament. In fact, in the 2024 General Election, 73.7% of votes cast made no difference to the result, which means that nearly three quarters of citizens opinions and votes had no effect on the country’s political landscape (“The Advantages and Disadvantages”, 2025; Sandle, 2025). 
Furthermore, it can also provide a false representation of societies political views as under this system the number of votes a party receives does not match the number of seats it wins in Parliament. For example, smaller parties such as the Green Party often receive millions of votes across the country but end up with very few seats because their support is spread out rather than in one area. This is demonstrated by looking at the graph above as the Green Party, which is represented by the green colour had 6.7% of the total votes in the 2024 general election. However, they only won 0.6% of seats in parliament, limiting their presence and leaving their supporters without meaningful representation. In contrast major parties often benefit from this system. For example, as seen in red on the graph, Labour received 33.7% of the total votes in the election, but managed to get 63.2% of seats in parliament. This raises concerns about fairness and democratic legitimacy, as the composition of Parliament does not reflect the composition of society’s political views and voter preferences (Sandle, 2025; “First Past the Post voting system”, n.d.; “The Advantages and Disadvantages”, 2025).Figure 5: (Sandle, 2025)

Another aspect that can be considered both a positive or negative for UK political parties is party donations and external funding. Many wealthy individuals and organisations donate sums of money to political parties, benefiting parties by allowing them to run stronger campaigns, hire more staff, invest in advertisement and develop policies (Gordon, 2024; “What Are the Advantages and Disadvantages”, 2025). A recent example of this is the £9 million donation from businessman Christopher Harborne to Reform UK (Baker, 2025). 
However, donations mainly benefit larger parties. This is demonstrated by the total party donations in 2024, where the Labour and Conservative parties received over £37 and £29 million donations, while the rest of the parties combined received less than £18 million (“Party donations 2024”, 2024). This gives major parties a significant financial advantage over the smaller ones, who due to this may face challenges in funding national campaigns and raising public awareness of the party. Furthermore, this creates an unequal playing field, making elections more about a party is financial capacity rather than its ideas and policies, which undermines fairness and democracy (“What Are the Advantages and Disadvantages”, 2025; Gordon, 2024).
Conclusion
This concludes the evaluation of the UK’s political landscape by examining both traditional political ideologies and UK political parties. This report has identified several positive and negative aspects for both areas including that traditional ideologies contribute diversity to democratic systems but can also foster extremism and become outdated. While for UK political parties it includes aspects such as public participation, first past the post and party donations.
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