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Dissertation Final Project BMSS6007 Tom Miles 2104123
GRADEMARK REPORT

GENERAL COMMENTS

In general terms, the format and style of  writing 
are both excellent.  Whilst I am happy for the use 
of subtitles in principle, you do need to be more 
careful about the contents under each one and 
consider whether so many subsections are 
necessary.

Your abstract makes clear what your study 
purports to address and your key findings.  It does 
not state the methods or methodology employed 
to do this  or for what purpose. .

 

The first two and half  pages of  your introduction 
have no apparent relevance to your study.  You 
provide a detailed history of surfing, but there is 
no attempt to demonstrate how this is linked to 
the title or the abstract of your study. Personally, I 
am fascinated by the heritage and cultural 
dimensions of surfing, but this level of detail is not 
necessary or relevant to fulfilling the aims of your 
study. 

You pay attention to two different aspects of 
surfing and it appears at times that you confuse 
and conflate the characteristics and issues related 
to the development of surf craft-and surf-wear.  
E.g., On page 5 you mention surf wear under the 
subheading "development of surf boards" , whilst 
on page 6 you include detail of surfboard 
evolution under the subheading "modern 
wetsuits".  A key omission is a working definition 
of "sustainability" and how you view the term in 
relation to your study.

Your methodology fails to identify a research 
paradigm.  This section is far too brief and vague.  
You list  key words used in your search, but it is 
not clear how those words were used in order to 
retrieve the articles you have reviewed.  At no 



point do you clearly state what form of research 
you will be using- you don't state that your study is 
a literature based study.  You do not provide a 
rationale for your chosen approach and fail to 
identify any strengths and weaknesses of the 
method.  You have no clear inclusion or exclusion 
criteria. There is no accounting for potential bias .  
Overall your method lacks significant detail .

The section titled results does not contain any 
results. Its actually a continuation of your method.

The discussion section is well referenced and 
touches on many interesting and relevant issues 
and topics.  However, there is a lack of cohesion 
and purpose, with too many short isolated 
sections.  Your writing is mostly descriptive and 
there is a lack of analysis and critical awareness. 
The reliance on dated literature is highlighted in 
the section on fibreglass.  Fiberglass is now 
commonly recycled and used in the insulation of 
high voltage cables, circuit boards and in filters for
gases and liquids. (cf: Tao,  Hadigheh,  & Wei., 
2023)

Disappointingly, there is a whole paragraph on 
page 15 that has been copied 
(https://www.researchgate.net/publication/326458
120_Analysis_of_the_technological_impact_on_indu
stry_and_its_effects_on_waste_pro-
duction_and_disposal_a_case_study_of_the_surfboa
rd_manufacturing_industry).  

Your conclusion also contains sections of writing 
that appear to be directly lifted from other 
sources.  I can see that this maybe a consequence 
of poor referencing technique, but all the same 
the inclusion of this verbatim content in the 
section where you should be drawing your own 
conclusions is far from satisfactory.  Having said 
that, I feel that the conclusion is the strongest 
chapter and actually has a sense of purpose.  Your 
writing here is more concise and the various 
points more closely aligned. However, much of the 
content in this section would be better placed in 
the main body. 



You access a wide range of literature, but much of 
it is very dated and a lot is commercial in nature 
and more a kin to marketing information rather 
than good quality academic literature.   There s an 
overreliance on single sources for long sections of 
writing (e.g., Barcelos and leripio, 2017, on pages 
15 and 16).)  It also seems that you have listed the 
reference material that these few articles have 
used without clearly demonstrating that you have 
actually accessed let alone used the literature 
cited.  There are also a number of articles which 
are published in Spanish, yet it is unclear how the 
work was accurately  translated for your use. Your 
referencing in text is good , although some page 
numbers would be helpful.  Your end reference list
is very poorly and inconsistently formatted.  

Second Marker:

The concept of the dissertation is sound, as is the 
overall structure and format of your work.

There is initially a long focus on history which 
maybe sets a scene, however there is little space 
within a research project of this size to elaborate 
on background information. I think this space 
could have been used more concisely and with 
greater relevance to enhance your work.

As per the first marker I have some concerns over 
your references and how you may have selected 
those. There are a large number of old and fairly 
remote pieces of literature which suggests the 
trawling of others reference lists rather than a 
search for more up to date and geographically 
appropriate material. In addition to this there are 
a number of sections that are either poorly 
referenced or not referenced at all.

Your results are not results, they are part of your 
method. I would have liked to see at least. a table 



QM

identifying the papers considered, how they were 
or weren't selected (inclusion and exclusion 
criteria) and then perhaps a flow diagram 
outlining the process of categorising them as you 
have stated, within the aims of the research study. 
These could have been added as appendices to 
stop them using up word count.

I enjoyed the structure of your discussion, it is just 
a shame there is no rationale or evidence provided 
for the selection of subheadings. There is a lot of 
valuable content in here however your closing 
statement suggest your key finding lies within surf 
culture and attitudes rathe than within a 
cost/performance mismatch as suggested by your 
abstract. A clearer and more coherent message 
would have made this a much stronger conclusion 
rather than one which undermines the preceding 
work.

Your reference list is at times inconsistently and 
poorly formatted, for example references 
appearing in the wrong order or not stating when 
websites were accessed.

Agreed Mark: 42%

PAGE 1

PAGE 2

PAGE 3

PAGE 4

Comment 1

are you implying that there should be a centralised (government ?) production of 
equipment?

PAGE 5

good
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Good

PAGE 6

PAGE 7

Comment 2

you are contradicting yourself here- Peru is outside of the Polynesian islands.  

Comment 3

no, surfing goes in the opposite direction!  

Comment 4

This makes more sense. 

PAGE 8

Comment 5

More precisely, the Calvinist missionaries attempted to ban it for two key reasons- locals 
tended to surf naked and they would bet on the outcomes of surfing competitions. 

PAGE 9

Comment 6

so far its very difficult to see how this level of historical detail is directly relevant to the aims/ 
abstract of your study. 

Very Good!

Very good

Additional Comment

This would be much better positioned at the start. 

Comment 7

but your study only relates to manufacturing... doesn't it? 

PAGE 10

Comment 8

This is a key term in your title and central to your whole thesis.  You really need to provide a 
working definition of the term and how you regard it in relation to your study. 



QM

QM

QM

good but needs ref
good but could be improved with reference to some supporting  literature

your ideas are sound but without references that show that you are not the only person who
has this idea then your point is a basic personal idea.

Comment 9

Again, this would be better placed as part of a general introduction

good
Good
Additional Comment

Again, this rationale would be much better as part of a general introduction rather than
under the subheading sustainability. 

PAGE 11

Comment 10

This should be in the next section

Comment 11

I appreciate the need to establish a starting point for the technical development of surfing 
equipment, but there is far too much detail on history of surfing that is not directly 
necessary.  You should try to be more concise and focussed on the key purposes of your 
study. 

PAGE 12

good but needs ref
good but could be improved with reference to some supporting  literature

your ideas are sound but without references that show that you are not the only person who
has this idea then your point is a basic personal idea.

Comment 12

This is contestable, other authors declare surfing as originating in multiple locations and 
with a range of surf devices from planks, bladders and even dolphins! 

Comment 13

surely this is under the wrong subheading?  
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QM

QM

PAGE 13

Comment 14

at some point you should make it absolutely clear what you mean by sustainability in this 
context. 

Explain further
This a key issue that needs further explanation

PAGE 14

Dated literature

This literature is quite dated now.  Ideally you should be looking to use literature that is less
than five years old.  

Obviously, if there is an important theory or principle which was written a long time ago,
then that should be included, for example Kolb (1984) or Dewey (1932)   

If your writing is seeking to apply older theories and principles to current circumstances,
you need to use more recent evidence to support your application of that established
principle. 

You should be able to find a more recent publication to support this point!

poor source | 1.	Engagement with Literature
This is a poor source of information. 

For academic writing you need to refer to better quality academic literature.  

If you are discussing technical issues then you need to use a recognised authoritative
source.  This may come from experts who are highly qualified in the field or from recognised
official organisations. 

There are plenty of more appropriate resources available to support your point, many
have been included on the moodle page or in the module reading lists. 

Comment 15

The latter of which?  i don't see what this statement pertains to

Dated literature

This literature is quite dated now.  Ideally you should be looking to use literature that is less
than five years old.  
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QM

Obviously, if there is an important theory or principle which was written a long time ago,
then that should be included, for example Kolb (1984) or Dewey (1932)   

If your writing is seeking to apply older theories and principles to current circumstances,
you need to use more recent evidence to support your application of that established
principle. 

You should be able to find a more recent publication to support this point!

Comment 16

I am not sure what this subtitle refers to, the contents below don't seem to mention athletes 
or any athletic specific development 

good
Good

Comment 17

This is inaccurate- most surfers in the UK would wear a 2-3mm wetsuit in the spring or 
autumn, with water temps around 18C.  Only once water temps drop below 10C would a 
5mm wetsuit be needed. 

PAGE 15

Comment 18

so far you have been very reliant on this one source for this section of writing. 

PAGE 16

Comment 19

how were these words input to a search- e.g., did you just search "cork" or "petroleum"?  

Very Good!

Very good

Explain further
This a key issue that needs further explanation
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Comment 20

but you have not mentioned any research criteria! 

PAGE 17

Comment 21

these are not results, this is an extension of your method

PAGE 18

Comment 22

I am not at all comfortable with the use of a brand name as a section heading, particularly 
as you have not established how or why it might appear here in your introduction or 
abstract. .  

good
Good

Comment 23

This is purely descriptive, there is no analysis or attempt to link the "literature2 to anything 
else.  

Very Good!

Very good

PAGE 19

Comment 24

which R&D team?

Comment 25

so if its not stitched or glued, how are seams formed?  is it heat bonding? 

Comment 26

this requires further substantiation.  A commercial entity claiming to meet government and 
UN standards cannot be accepted uncritically.  

PAGE 20

Dated literature
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QM

QM

This literature is quite dated now.  Ideally you should be looking to use literature that is less
than five years old.  

Obviously, if there is an important theory or principle which was written a long time ago,
then that should be included, for example Kolb (1984) or Dewey (1932)   

If your writing is seeking to apply older theories and principles to current circumstances,
you need to use more recent evidence to support your application of that established
principle. 

You should be able to find a more recent publication to support this point!

Additional Comment

there have been significant advances in recycling in the last decade, this literature is far too
dated for the point that you are addressing. 

Very Good!

Very good

Comment 27

this research does not specifically relate to surfboard manufacture. 

PAGE 21

Dated literature

This literature is quite dated now.  Ideally you should be looking to use literature that is less
than five years old.  

Obviously, if there is an important theory or principle which was written a long time ago,
then that should be included, for example Kolb (1984) or Dewey (1932)   

If your writing is seeking to apply older theories and principles to current circumstances,
you need to use more recent evidence to support your application of that established
principle. 

You should be able to find a more recent publication to support this point!

Dated literature



QM

This literature is quite dated now.  Ideally you should be looking to use literature that is less
than five years old.  

Obviously, if there is an important theory or principle which was written a long time ago,
then that should be included, for example Kolb (1984) or Dewey (1932)   

If your writing is seeking to apply older theories and principles to current circumstances,
you need to use more recent evidence to support your application of that established
principle. 

You should be able to find a more recent publication to support this point!

Comment 28 | 1.	Engagement with Literature

My suspicion was aroused by the number of publications from foreign sources within a 
relatively narrow time span... this section is entirely copied from a single source.  If this was 
any longer,  this would have to be considered as plagiarism. 

PAGE 22

PAGE 23

PAGE 24

PAGE 25

PAGE 26

Comment 29

your writing has not addressed the outdoor sector. 

Comment 30

reference needed

PAGE 27

Very Good!

Very good

PAGE 28

PAGE 29
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QM

QM

QM

Dated literature

This literature is quite dated now.  Ideally you should be looking to use literature that is less
than five years old.  

Obviously, if there is an important theory or principle which was written a long time ago,
then that should be included, for example Kolb (1984) or Dewey (1932)   

If your writing is seeking to apply older theories and principles to current circumstances,
you need to use more recent evidence to support your application of that established
principle. 

You should be able to find a more recent publication to support this point!

good
Good

PAGE 30

Dated literature

This literature is quite dated now.  Ideally you should be looking to use literature that is less
than five years old.  

Obviously, if there is an important theory or principle which was written a long time ago,
then that should be included, for example Kolb (1984) or Dewey (1932)   

If your writing is seeking to apply older theories and principles to current circumstances,
you need to use more recent evidence to support your application of that established
principle. 

You should be able to find a more recent publication to support this point!

PAGE 31

PAGE 32

poor source
This is a poor source of information. 

For academic writing you need to refer to better quality academic literature.  
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If you are discussing technical issues then you need to use a recognised authoritative
source.  This may come from experts who are highly qualified in the field or from recognised
official organisations. 

There are plenty of more appropriate resources available to support your point, many
have been included on the moodle page or in the module reading lists. 

poor source
This is a poor source of information. 

For academic writing you need to refer to better quality academic literature.  

If you are discussing technical issues then you need to use a recognised authoritative
source.  This may come from experts who are highly qualified in the field or from recognised
official organisations. 

There are plenty of more appropriate resources available to support your point, many
have been included on the moodle page or in the module reading lists. 

PAGE 33

PAGE 34

poor source
This is a poor source of information. 

For academic writing you need to refer to better quality academic literature.  

If you are discussing technical issues then you need to use a recognised authoritative
source.  This may come from experts who are highly qualified in the field or from recognised
official organisations. 

There are plenty of more appropriate resources available to support your point, many
have been included on the moodle page or in the module reading lists. 

PAGE 35

PAGE 36

PAGE 37

PAGE 38
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12

1.	ENGAGEMENT WITH LITERATURE

A clear rationale for the project should be presented, with evidence of
the literature having been critically reviewed and appropriate literature
selected for inclusion. The literature should also be critically reviewed to
identify the most suitable and valid methods and data analysis
approach. (25 marks available)

11

2.	KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

The project should display evidence that the chosen research topic is
understood at an advanced level, including the suitability of the
research design chosen and the methods and data analysis used. (25
marks available)

3.	COGNITIVE AND INTELLECTUAL

TOM MILES 42

Engagement with an appropriate range of 
research-informed literature, including sources 
retrieved independently. Some over-reliance on 
texts. Referencing may show minor inaccuracies 
or inconsistencies

Limited knowledge and systematic understanding 
of the relevant concepts and principles within the 
subject area which to some limited extent, is 
informed by current research and scholarship



9

The project should display evidence of higher level thinking and an
ability to evaluate research resources to present and conduct a well
thought out piece of research. The selection of a research design,
methods, data analysis and selection of results for presentation should
be appropriate for this level of study. (30 marks available)

4

4.	PRACTICAL SKILLS

The project should be informed by any relevant guidelines and
standards of best practice. The practical implications of the project
should be clearly identified. (10 marks available)

5.	TRANSFERABLE SKILLS

You should demonstrate of the ability to communicate clearly through
written work which is correctly referenced. The project should be

Largely descriptive work, with superficial use of 
critical evaluation. Weak development of 
arguments and judgements. Information accepted 
uncritically, uses generalised statements made 
with scant evidence and unsubstantiated opinions. 
Ideas sometimes illogical and contradictory

An adequate awareness and mostly appropriate 
application of well-established methods, materials, 
tools and/or techniques.
Basic appreciation of the context of the 
application. Theoretical knowledge and 
understanding applied in practice, but not always 
making logical links between the two.
Can identify problems and propose basic solutions 
in complex and unpredictable contexts without 
fully appreciating the complexity.



6

structured and organised appropriately for the discipline selected. (10
marks available)

Can communicate well, confidently and 
consistently in a suitable format.
Work is coherent, fluent, well-structured and 
organised. Can work very well autonomously 
and/or as part of a team, with very good 
contribution to group activities. 
Demonstrates very good graduate employment 
skills, with just occasional minor weakness


