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UNIVERSITY OF WALES TRINITY SAINT DAVID
CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SCHEME
APPLICATION FOR FELLOW

Before you start, you will need to refer to the following documents/guidance:
[bookmark: _Int_BhH7HEMT]The Advance HE Fellowship Category Tool will help you to determine whether Fellow is the most appropriate category of Fellowship for you at this point;
+ The Professional Standards Framework for teaching and supporting learning in higher education (PSF 2023) – the award of Fellow is based on the criteria of Descriptor 2 (PSF 2023) being evidenced;
+ Fellowship Applicant Guidance and Guide to the PSF 2023 Dimensions -  Fellowship (D2).

	Fellow is based on meeting Descriptor 2 (D2) of the PSF 2023.

Your application for Fellow consists of:

· a 3,000-word reflective narrative shared across all five Areas of Activity plus citations 
There is a 3,000 word limit plus citations (overall maximum of 3,500 words). Please note that Academic Office checks the word count as part of the submission process. 
In addition, Supporting Statements from two referees (see Applicant Guidance) will need to be submitted with your application. The Supporting Statements will verify and endorse that what you write about in your Account of Professional Practice represents your practice in a genuine way.
 
Descriptor 2 is suitable for individuals whose practice with learners has breadth and depth, enabling them to evidence all Dimensions. Effectiveness of practice in teaching and/or support of high-quality learning is demonstrated through evidence of:

D2.1: Use of all five Professional Values
D2.2: Application of all five forms of Core Knowledge
D2.3: Effective and inclusive practice in all five Areas of Activity

You will need to continue to refer to the applicant guidance and Descriptor 2 of the PSF 2023 as you draft your application to ensure that you are writing to meet the requirements.
You must structure your Reflective Narrative around all five of the PSF 2023 Areas of Activity. You will be able to use the relevant boxes below to complete your draft application
When you have finalised your application you will need to send the completed form to your referees so that they can write their Supporting Statements. Please direct your referees to the Fellowship Guidance for Referees writing a Supporting Statement. The referees need to return their Supporting Statements for you to upload with your application. 

Your application is submitted first to the Academic Office via the appropriate submission link on Moodle (Advance HE Fellowship module).







SECTION ONE:

	NAME
	Divya preya Chidambaram


	INSTITUTE/CENTRE/UNIT

	WISA, Swansea Campus


	POSITION (E.g. Lecturer/Senior Lecturer/Principal Lecturer/Director of Discipline/Other (please specify)

	Lecturer in Computing


	ROLE (E.g. Lecturer/Programme Director/Admissions Tutor/Module Leader/Other (please specify)

	Lecturer,
Programme Manager for BSc Computing (FT)


	Referees
Please could you tick the box if you have sent in your referees’ statements (Please be aware if we do not receive your referees’ statements at the time of the submission or a maximum of 2 days after the panel submission date then your application will be passed to the next Panel meeting).
If your supporting statements are not included with your application, you must ensure your referees send their supporting statements to the Academic Office by the deadline. The Academic Office will not chase referees.
	

Yes    √                         No ☐

	Date of Training
	October 2024

	Mentor
	Marie Pitson- HEA Senior Fellow






Context statement: 


	Write your Context statement here (up to 300 words)

I am currently serving as one of the Programme Manager’s for BSc Computing Portfolio since April 2024 and Lecturer in Computing at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David since September 2022. My responsibilities encompass designing and delivering curricula for undergraduate and postgraduate students, managing program administration, and leveraging educational technologies to foster an inclusive learning environment. I teach a wide range of modules such as Introduction to Web and Database Concepts, Database Application Development, and Advanced Software Development. Additionally, I supervise independent projects for both Bachelor’s and Master’s level students in the computing field, helping them navigate research and practical applications in areas like web development and database systems.
My experience extends across multiple institutions, having lectured at Botho University, Botswana and VLBJ College of Engineering and Technology, India. I have also been involved in academic research and professional development, which has enabled me to contribute significantly to curriculum development, student assessment, and quality assurance processes.
My 17+ years of experience in higher education, coupled with my commitment to fostering student-centred learning environments, allows me to effectively manage diverse student needs and enhance their educational experiences through innovative teaching strategies and continuous feedback mechanisms.





Evidencing Area of Activity 1 (A1): Design and plan learning activities and/or programmes 
	Write your Reflective Narrative here.
References and citations are to be listed in a dedicated field below.

Designing and planning effective learning activities are central to my role as a Computing Lecturer. My approach integrates the diverse learner backgrounds and varied learning contexts that students bring, aligning with the principles of inclusive education (V1). For instance, in my teaching for modules such as Database Application Development and Introduction to Web and Database Concepts, I employ scaffolding techniques that gradually increase the complexity of tasks. Beginner students engage with foundational knowledge through practical, hands-on projects, while more advanced learners are challenged with developing complex database systems or web applications (K1, K2). This approach ensures that students with varied skill levels can progress effectively, creating an inclusive learning environment (V2).
I design my curriculum using both learning theories and industry standards to ensure the relevance of learning outcomes (V3). For example, in the Database Systems module, I incorporate industry-relevant tools like MYSQL, MongoDB, allowing students to gain practical experience with contemporary database management systems. This ensures students not only understand theoretical concepts but also apply them in real-world settings, preparing them for industry roles (V4).
To enhance student engagement, I utilize interactive learning methods, particularly in modules like Advanced Software Development. Here, I employ project-based learning strategies, where students work on real-world coding projects that reflect industry scenarios. This promotes active learning and fosters critical thinking, as students engage deeply with the material (K1, K5). I also collaborate with industry professionals and academic colleagues to ensure my teaching remains current and aligned with industry and institutional standards, thus maintaining high-quality teaching outcomes (V5).






















[bookmark: _Int_f5VKueqd]


Evidencing Area of Activity 2 (A2): Teach and/or support learning through appropriate approaches and environments
	Write your Reflective Narrative here.
References and citations are to be listed in a dedicated field below.

In my teaching practice, I employ a variety of approaches to ensure students engage with the material in ways that suit their learning styles (V1). For example, in my Introduction to Web and Database Concepts module, I integrate interactive tools such as Vevox for live polling and Microsoft Forms for recap quizzes. These tools, combined with detailed lecture notes, cater to students with different learning preferences—whether visual, auditory, or kinesthetic (K1). I also use Moodle to create a supportive, interactive learning environment where students can engage with course materials asynchronously, allowing for more flexibility in how they approach their learning (K4).
To promote hands-on learning, I incorporate coding challenges and database management exercises in modules such as Database Application Development and Advanced Software Development. These practical activities allow students to apply theoretical concepts to real-world scenarios. This experiential learning approach ensures students gain a deeper understanding by directly engaging with the material, which is particularly important for mastering complex technical topics (K2). For more advanced learners, particularly in Project Supervision, I encourage them to explore real-world research problems, further enhancing their critical thinking skills and preparing them for independent research (V3, K2).
Peer collaboration is a key part of my teaching philosophy. In modules like Advanced Software Development, I frequently organize group projects where students work together to solve industry-related problems (V5). This fosters a collaborative learning environment that mirrors professional settings, allowing students to develop both technical and teamwork skills.
I continuously assess and adapt my teaching strategies based on student feedback and performance data (K5). For instance, after receiving feedback in Database Application Development, I introduced more interactive, student-led discussions to reduce the emphasis on traditional lectures, fostering a more engaging and dynamic learning environment (K3). This iterative process ensures my teaching methods remain responsive to students' evolving needs, promoting equity and inclusivity in the learning experience (V2).
























Evidencing Area of Activity 3 (A3): Assess and give feedback for learning
	Write your Reflective Narrative here.
References and citations are to be listed in a dedicated field below.

Assessment is a critical component of my teaching, and I design assessments that are fair, inclusive, and aligned with learning outcomes (K1). In my modules such as Database Application Development and Introduction to Web and Database Concepts, I use a combination of formative and summative assessments to ensure that students have multiple opportunities to demonstrate their understanding (V1). For example, I use project-based assessments where students are required to design databases or develop web applications. These assessments provide students with hands-on experience while reinforcing the theoretical concepts taught in the classroom (K2).
I incorporate formative assessments like quizzes using Microsoft Forms and peer assessments to provide timely feedback and help students identify areas for improvement. This helps students develop a deeper understanding of the subject matter by addressing misconceptions early on (V2). In project-based assessments, students receive feedback at multiple stages of the project. This iterative feedback approach helps guide them through complex tasks, ensuring they stay on track and can make necessary improvements (V3). For instance, in Project Supervision, I provide detailed feedback at each milestone, enabling students to refine their projects and enhance the quality of their final submissions (K3).
I also focus on using technology to streamline feedback and make it more accessible. By using Moodle and Microsoft Forms, I can provide immediate, automated feedback for quizzes, as well as personalized comments on assignments. This ensures that students receive timely feedback, which is critical for their learning progression (K4). In addition, I ensure that my feedback is constructive, encouraging students to engage in self-reflection and develop strategies to improve their performance.
To maintain the quality and fairness of assessments, I collaborate with colleagues to review and moderate assessments, ensuring that they are aligned with institutional standards and learning objectives (V5). I also adhere to quality assurance standards by continuously evaluating the effectiveness of my assessments through student performance data and feedback, making adjustments where necessary to improve the learning outcomes (K5).





















Evidencing Area of Activity 4 (A4): Support and guide learners
	Write your Reflective Narrative here.

Supporting and guiding learners is central to my teaching, especially given the diverse backgrounds of the students I work with. In my Web and Database Concepts and Database Application Development modules, I teach both degree apprenticeship students, who bring workplace experience, and full-time students, who are often straight out of school with limited practical exposure. This diversity in experience levels requires me to tailor my support strategies to meet the distinct needs of both groups (V1).
For my degree apprentices, I focus on bridging theory with their existing industry knowledge, often using real-world examples to contextualize complex database and web development concepts. Meanwhile, for full-time students, I provide additional foundational support to help them build confidence in core technical skills. I offer one-on-one sessions to ensure that each student, regardless of their background, receives personalized guidance that aligns with their learning pace and experience level (K1).
I also create supportive learning environments through tools like Moodle and Microsoft Forms. These platforms allow both cohorts to engage with course materials asynchronously and collaborate in forums, facilitating peer learning across the group (K4, V2). This blended approach ensures flexibility for degree apprentices managing work commitments while providing full-time students with continuous support outside traditional classroom hours.
In Project Supervision, I work closely with students to guide them through their research projects. I adapt my guidance based on their individual learning needs, offering practical feedback for apprentices who apply their work-based knowledge, while providing more structured support for full-time students navigating independent research for the first time. This milestone-based approach ensures all students progress steadily, building both confidence and academic rigor (K2, K3).
Collaboration with university services is key to my support approach. I refer students to academic resources or personal support services when needed, ensuring they receive holistic assistance. This aligns with Professional Value V5, which emphasizes the importance of collaboration across institutional services to meet the diverse needs of learners (V5).
Group tutorials and peer collaboration are also integral to my modules. In Advanced Software Development, for example, I create opportunities for students to work together on complex, real-world problems. This encourages apprentices and full-time students to learn from one another, blending their academic and practical experiences in ways that benefit both groups (V4). These activities foster a collaborative and inclusive learning environment where all students can contribute meaningfully (V2).
I continually reflect on the effectiveness of my support strategies, seeking feedback from both students and colleagues to improve my practice (K5). This ongoing reflection helps me fine-tune my approach to ensure that all learners—whether apprentices or full-time students—are supported in ways that align with their individual needs and goals.










[bookmark: _Int_GMU7shk2]

Evidencing Area of Activity 5 (A5): Enhance practice through own continuing professional development 
	Write your Reflective Narrative here.
References and citations are to be listed in a dedicated field below.

I am committed to enhancing my teaching practice through continuous professional development (CPD) and regularly engage in activities that expand my knowledge and skills (V3). For instance, I attended workshops on blended learning and active learning techniques, which I have since integrated into my teaching practice in modules like Digital Skills and Research Methods (K2). These workshops have provided me with innovative strategies to engage students more effectively and promote active learning (V2).

Additionally, my participation in academic conferences, such as the IEEE AFRICON 2023, has allowed me to stay updated on the latest research in computer science education, which I integrate into my teaching practice (V4). For example, insights from my presentation on Pedagogical Improvisation have informed the way I design online learning materials, ensuring that they are accessible and engaging for all students (K1).

I also collaborate with colleagues to review and enhance curriculum design and assessment strategies, ensuring that my teaching practice aligns with institutional goals and standards (V5). This collaborative approach not only improves my own practice but also contributes to the overall quality of education in my department.
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References/Citations:   
	Write any references or citations used in any Areas of Activity here:

· J. Biggs and C. Tang, Teaching for Quality Learning at University: What the Student Does, 4th ed. Maidenhead, U.K.: Open Univ. Press, 2011.

· S. D. Brookfield, Becoming a Critically Reflective Teacher, 2nd ed. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, 2017.
· D. R. Garrison and N. D. Vaughan, Blended Learning in Higher Education: Framework, Principles, and Guidelines. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, 2008.
· D. J. Nicol and D. Macfarlane-Dick, "Formative assessment and self-regulated learning: A model and seven principles of good feedback practice," Studies in Higher Education, vol. 31, no. 2, pp. 199-218, 2006.

· S. Freeman, et al., "Active learning increases student performance in science, engineering, and mathematics," Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U.S.A., vol. 111, no. 23, pp. 8410-8415, 2014.




















Your application (including the two Supporting Statements from your referees) is submitted first to the Academic Office via the appropriate submission link on Moodle (Advance HE Fellowship module).
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