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This essay is going to mostly be highlighting MGM Resorts’ Bellagio Las Vegas and their Corporate Social Responsibility, however it is following the  The reason the author chose this specific hotel instead of other hotels in MGM’s portfolio or around the world is because of the world famous Bellagio Fountains, they use approximately 12 million gallons of water every year (Sun, 2010). This figure alone shines The Bellagio in a fairly bad light because sustainably talking, as they use that 12 million gallons on the fountain alone. The author will be discussing The Bellagio’s Corporate Social Responsibility while linking it with a circular economy as well as linking the Corporate Social Responsibility with the Triple Bottom Line (Economic, Environmental, Social) which is a concept that states companies should commit to measuring their social and environmental impact rather than solely focusing on generating profit (Miller, 2020). On top of the Triple Bottom Line, the author will also link it with the pillars of sustainability. Once highlighted, a closing paragraph will be written to conclude all that the author talked about.

The Bellagio’s Corporate Social Responsibility is easy to find as it is just on their website, found under “More -> Sustainability & social impact” or scrolled to the bottom of their website and clicking “Sustainability” under the “Bellagio Hotel” table. Looking at the Corporate Social Responsibility, it shows MGM Resorts’ approach to sustainability which states “Grounded by our company values, Focused on What Matters: Embracing Humanity and Protecting the Planet articulates our purpose and our commitment to a set of priorities and goals we hope will generate actions that can have an enduring impact on the world” (MGM Resorts, 2022). On their website, it is quite difficult to find their Social Impact and Sustainability Report for the most recent year (2022), however after a little digging, the author did find their report. 

They follow the United Nations Sustainability Development Goals and promote Gender Equality, Reduced Inequalities, Good Health and Well-Being, Partnerships for the Goals, etc. (Bill Hornbuckle, 2022). On top of these they have social impact and sustainability goals they wish to achieve by the end of 2025, some of these goals include: Training 100% of employees in management on Social Impact and Sustainability policies; Reduce carbon emissions per square foot by 45%; Reduce energy per square foot by 25%; Reduce water per square foot by 33%; Reduce materials disposed per square foot by 60% (Bill Hornbuckle, 2022). These goals are their short-term goals in order to help them reach their 2030 carbon reduction goal which they have pledged to source 100% renewable energy across their entire U.S Portfolio (Bill Hornbuckle, 2022).
On top of their carbon reduction goal, MGM Resorts also help the local community in Las Vegas by providing food donations and meals to help reduce waste, “One of the ways MGM Resorts has made strides in reducing food waste is through an innovative and collaborative food donation program in which prepared, unserved food from events is preserved for distribution to people in need. Because safety is paramount, standard operating procedures dictate that trays of food are cooled, packaged and frozen in blast chillers, ensuring safe storage temperatures before the meals are repurposed in the community,” (Bill Hornbuckle, 2022) states is the reason is for the food donations. Chef Flores at Mandalay Bay (another of MGM’s resorts) has implemented ways to streamline the process of providing meal donations to the local community; he has done this along with chefs from the Bellagio, ARIA and MGM Grand and has donated these meals to “Three Square, Southern Nevada’s primary food bank,” (Bill Hornbuckle, 2022). In turn, this will help the circular economy within the state of Nevada grow.
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Description automatically generated]MGM also states in their annual sustainability report that they embarked on a journey of water stewardship which is defined as using water in a way that is socially equitable, environmentally sustainable and economically beneficial (UNIDO, 2020). The image below shows MGM Resorts’ strategic framework for their water stewardship. They state they will start with the direct operations and the water used from these operations, such as the Bellagio Fountains will be transferred into priority basins which are water-stressed areas and in turn provide a local/global supply chain. The state of Nevada is mostly a desert which means a lot of areas and towns are deprived of a nearby water source. This stewardship framework will help provide for those small towns with little to no running water stream nearby (Bill Hornbuckle, 2022).



On top of all of these carbon reduction goals, MGM Resorts are one the funding partners of the upcoming 2023 Formula One Las Vegas Grand Prix later this month (Brittle, 2023). While this is a great event for Las Vegas residents and the state of Nevada to attract more tourism into the area, it is at a huge risk of over-tourism and as popular Youtuber Simon Wilson states at 19:39 on the video, “If you were coming to Vegas for the first time, I think you would be disappointed. Cause you cannot see it for what it is,” (Wilson, 2023). This statement of Las Vegas cannot be truer, as the Las Vegas government and Formula One have turned the entirety of central Vegas (The Strip) into a racetrack and any viewing of the Bellagio fountains or other popular landmarks have been obstructed due to road constructions, road closures and spectator grandstands.  
MGM Resorts have also removed the palm trees that were originally in front and around the Bellagio Fountain for better sightlines of the racetrack, MGM CEO Bill Hornbuckle was “beaten up on social media” about the removal of the trees as stated by his quote: “We have additional trees that will go in pots that we are going to bring back. I promise. I’ve gotten so beat up on this on social media,”  (Velotta, 2023). Another big problem that the Las Vegas Government has done is that they have already signed a contract and committed to multiple future races without knowing how well the reception to this race will be both financially and public relation wise (Brittle, 2023). It is not surprising that there are many people and reporters who are both for and against the race happening in Las Vegas and many residents are in the same boat. However, for tourism it can be both a good and bad thing as stated previously.
To conclude this essay, the author has spoken about MGM Resorts and their Corporate Social Responsibility which outlined their carbon reduction goal by 2030 and their entire U.S portfolio and linked it with the pillars of sustainability and the triple bottom line. The author also highlighted their water stewardship journey and their food donation plan and how that will help the circular economy of not only Las Vegas but the entire state of Nevada by showing how with their water stewardship journey, they will help create a local/global supply chain of water and farm food due to being able to be cultivated from the incoming water supply. On top of this, the author also mentioned the upcoming Las Vegas Grand Prix race for Formula One and how that will affect tourism to the area especially for first time visitors to the area.
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