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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:
Vulnerability and Risk Evidence-based policing

In this section I will be covering the definitions of vulnerability and evidence-based policing, as well as providing an incident in which I was involved in which would meet the criteria of being a vulnerable victim. I will then also be going over various approaches in which the police have in which can assist in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. Lastly, I will be exploring what works effectively in tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending.

As part of this section of the assignment, I will be using an example of an incident in which I was involved in when it came to the involvement of a vulnerable victim. In this scenario I will be referring to the victim as PERSON A, whereas the subject/perpetrator will be referred to as PERSON B. 

In this incident we had received a call from an anonymous caller saying that they had just made their way to a police station in which they were reporting that they were being followed by their abusive ex-partner and have turned up for safety. Upon receiving this call, I and another officer have let PERSON A into the station so that they could speak to us in a secure and safe environment and to remove any threat PERSON B may have towards PERSON A.
Once speaking to PERSON, A, my colleague and I were able to establish that they had recently broken up with PERSON B and upon returning home on the day of the incident, PERSON A had contacted PERSON B to come collect their belongings. Upon turning up PERSON B became aggressive towards PERSON A and started making random accusations. To deescalate this PERSON A has left the address to get away from PERSON B, this has resulted in PERSON B then following PERSON A and only stopping once they realised that PERSON A was going to a nearby police station. 
Straightaway we were able to establish that this would be classed as a DV (Domestic Violence) incident, given that both peoples were in an intimate relationship.

Going further we were able to discuss with the victim what methods in which we would be able to deal with this matter either that being a matter of Words of Advice towards the subject or looking to go ahead with the complaints procedure which would require the making of a statement and the interviewing of the subject before submitting the matter to the CPS (Crown Prosecution Service) to see if there was enough evidence to attend court. Ultimately, the victim chose to proceed with the complaint’s procedure. It wasn’t until during this time that we established that the victim had been subjected to physical violence in the form of non-fatal strangulation and a punch to the head. This has then become a more serious matter as the subject would now become that of a priority suspect and would be arrested for the offences of DV Assault and Non-fatal strangulation.

Upon completing the statement, I have then made efforts in which ensuring that the victim has all the support they need and to ensure that they are safeguarded. The first I offered was that of a DASH (DOMESTIC ABUSE STALKING/HARASSMENT) Public Protection Notice which is form with a series of yes and no questions and upon completion would be sent off for review at COCKETT POLICE STATION and then sent from there to 3rd party organisations who would be able to provide the victim with support. The victim in this scenario did not wish to provide any answers to this but nevertheless one would still be submitted. 
We then offered a Victim Focus Referral which is an organisation that operates outside of the Police and would provide both short- and long-term support for those that are victims of crime.
The next thing we have done then was to ensure that the victim was safeguarded and to protect them from any further harassment/harm. Given that the subject is known to reside close by to the victim, we thought best that the victim would be to stay away from their home address. With that I have been able to contact the parent of the victim who were happy to have the victim stay with them, with that I and another colleague have transported the victim to the safety of their parents’ address.

Next, I will be critically evaluating the appropriateness of different approaches by professionals and the police in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm.
In the police, there are many methods in which are used to help with the support and/or managing of vulnerable people or people at risk of harm.
One way in which the police support those that are victims of crime is that of keeping the victim informed which is covered in the Ministry of Justice (2015) Code of Practice for Victims of Crime (the Victims’ Code). Victim safety and support (2015) College of Policing.
One such way of support is ensuring to make sure that the victim is kept up to date with any changes/advancements in an investigation. This includes updates in relation to.
· Subjects arrest
· Subject being interviewed. 
· Subjects release from custody without charge / release on police bail (including any conditions or any changes/amendments of conditions)
· Decision to Prosecute 
· Decision to give an out-of-court disposal. 
· Police decision to not prosecute. This could be down to lack of evidence.
· CPS decision to not prosecute.
· Date, time and location of first court hearing. 

Another method in which is utilized in supporting a victim is the measures in which are used by police if the subject/perpetrator was to breach any bail conditions which they have placed on them to protect the victim. When bail has been breached, officers would have to take a proactive approach, this involves attending the victims address to enquire about the breach, to which they confirm the breach they would then if they wish to provide a statement in relation to the breach. With that the suspect/perpetrator would then become a priority suspect. The suspect/perpetrator would then be arrested for the offence of BREACH OF BAIL, where they would then be interviewed in relation to their involvement in the offence. The subject/perpetrator would then be released the new BREACH OF BAIL will be then added to the casefile for CPS review. This proactive approach ensures that the force can build trust and confidence with the victim and ensures the likes of.
· Protecting the victim as much as possible 
· Show both the victim and defendant that action is taken in response to a breach.
· Negate any argument by the defence that the police do not really believe there is a risk to the victim.
Just like before, officers should update the victim if the defendant is arrested for BREACH OF BAIL, and if there is any possible advance of any hearing.
This is the same procedure to follow even if the police take the decision to not prosecute the suspect, the victim will need to be notified of this.
Another method in which the police utilise to deal with vulnerable victims is that of a Victim Personal Statement otherwise known as a VPS, the VPS is a statement provided by the victim in which they would talk about how the events of the incident have left the victim feeling physically, mentally, medically and financially. This would then be read out in court during the hearing and the victim can decide if they would like to read the statement out themselves or have a prosecutor read it out on their behalf.

Another method in which the police support victims is to enquire about the victims’ views on obtaining a restraining order. Restraining orders are usually installed post-conviction as part of sentencing, restraining orders can also be applied if the prosecution is discontinued. Furthermore, making the victims views known would assist in the application to the court to impose bail conditions or remands a subject/perpetrator in custody.
Even if at first the victim refuses to not engage in proceedings they can be revisited again later and can still be put before the court.

Another support measure is that of Special Measures, these are put forward to the victim when providing a statement and if they wish to attend court. Special measures are what are utilised by the police and courts for the victim/witness to provide best possible evidence without fear of intimidation or threat. Examples of special measures include the likes of having a screen placed on the stand to obstruct the defendants view over the victim/witness. Another measure is that of providing evidence via a video link which is where the witness/victim would be in another room in the court and would provide their evidence over a video link.

Lastly, I will be exploring what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. 
While working in the force, it is always beneficial to have knowledge of measures that can be used to prevent repeated victimisation and offending. Measures that can be used in preventing repeated victimisations includes the likes of.
· Neighbourhood Watch
· Provision of Crime Prevention Advice
· Property Marking
· Target Hardening (what deterrents are at the property?)
· Cocoon watch
[2] College of Policing (2023)

These above methods can be used in all aspects of dealing with incidents. 
The main go to in work is that of providing advice to the victim, property marking and target hardening.
When attending incidents providing victims with advice in relation to deterring incidents is the bare minimum to do. For example, we would always advice especially in domestic violence incidents. One straight off the hook is that of advising to make sure that all the properties doors and windows in which they reside in are secured and locked. Others include for them that if say their DV partner was to return to the address whilst they are bail then they are to contact 999 to report it and if there is an immediate threat then officers would be able to attend on a G1. 

Another measure is that of property marking which is also common when it comes to dealing with Domestic Violence Incidents. What this entails is acquiring the details of both the victim and the subject and then submitting the Critical Risk Marker Form and then submitting it to 101 so that they can have a marker placed on the victim’s address. What this entails is that if there is an incident that occurs at the address which includes a suspected accidental 999 dial then a G1 response could be authorised due to the risk that the victim maybe subjected to.

Lastly, there is also that of target hardening. These are measures in which the victim can have installed so that to deter any possible incidents of anti-social behaviour or deter the possible repeated victimisation. Some of these measures would lead to the victim having to make a financial commitment in relation to this. But there is organisation that can install equipment for free. Examples of these include the likes of having intruder/sensor lights installed, installation of CCTV, panic alarms and even letterbox blockers. There are third parties which are available to the victim whom of which can provide some of these services for free or at a discounted rate. For example, for incidents where arson has been threatened the fire and rescue service would be able to install a letter box blocker which is used to lock the letter box to prevent for anything to be dropped through or poured.
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Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime.

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	 

 Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:

While working within the force, one of the most common incidents in which police officers are expected to deal with is that of domestic incident of both the verbal and physical variety. Domestic incidents although are normally common, not all domestic should be treated the same as many will have different factors and have various people in play also.
Domestic Abuse can come in many shapes and forms, the main term in which had to be met was that of the fact that both the victim and subject/perpetrator must be over the age of 16 to be classed as a domestic incident and that they are to be related or in an intimate relationship.
Types of domestic incidents include the likes of Cyberslacking, Cyberstalking, Domestic abuse and controlling or coercive behaviour, non-fatal strangulation or attempts to choke or suffocate through drowning or pillow overhead, revenge porn, romance fraud and stalking and harassment. [3]
The most common of domestic incidents I have come across during my time as an officer is that of Domestic Abuse and or Coercive and Controlling behaviour, non-fatal strangulation, stalking and harassment.



Domestic Abuse and or Coercive and Controlling Behaviour covers the following actions that would be regarded as this offence.

· Physical or sexual abuse
· Violent or threatening behaviour
· Controlling or coercive behaviour
· Economic abuse
· Psychological and emotional abuse

Non-fatal strangulation is that then of where the perpetrator has then restricted the victims’ airways by means of using their hands or other extension of their body.

In cases of stalking there must be a pattern of unwanted, fixated, and obsessive behaviour in which the victim finds to be intrusive. This can then of course include harassment that amounts to stalking or stalking that causes fear or violence or serious alarm or distress.

Harassment cases are then described as unreasonable and/or oppressive behaviour that is repeated and may cause alarm, distress, or fear of violence in the victim. An example of harassment would be that of involving ex-partners where the subject would repeatedly send messages to the victim and would continue to do so even after being told to stop.

Though that they both sound similar, the stalking offence suggest there is a greater risk of harm and is an offence in which is not to be taken likely.

One such incident in which I would recall as a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature as it involves 3 individuals the victim (male), the subject (young male) and the subject’s parent (woman). It was initially reported by a neighbour that they could hear screaming and shouting coming for next door and then the subject’s mother had knocked on the door requesting for an ambulance before returning to the address. Upon arrival there was the threat of a bully type of dog which was reported to be on the premises by ambulances that had attended after they received a separate call stating that a male was having a medical episode in the form of a seizure. Upon arrival a large dog could be heard in the back garden, but fortunately the female had secured the dog by locking it in the back garden, so fortunately this means that it does not require us to have a dog unit on site, but we had arranged one to be nearby just in case matters escalate. Upon the female answering the door myself and my colleague noticed that straightaway she had blood on her cheek, her hands and appeared to be as if she had been crying, we have immediately asked her what the blood was from and if it was her partners blood and was in the kitchen. We have immediately entered with paramedics and have found the male slouched in the kitchen which had a large quantity of broken glass from beer bottles all over the floor, the male was heavily bleeding to the head which a series of bumps also on his head, immediately alarm bells were ringing given that even though the initial call to ambulance was that he had a seizure the injuries in which this male had do not match up with that of a victim who had suffered a seizure but more to suggest that he had been attacked. With this we have asked the female about if there was anyone else present to which she stated that her son, a young male was upstairs asleep. My colleague has immediately gone upstairs to check on this male and has located him in a bedroom, from what I established over the chatter on the air is that this young male also had a large quantity of blood on his knuckles, but he had no injuries himself. We have then gone back to the mother who was still sticking with the story that her partner had a stroke but even the paramedics stated that their injuries are that of blunt force trauma to the head. With that we were unable to determine there and now who the perpetrator was for the domestic assault, so with that and upon referring to our sergeant we came to the decision that both the mother and young male were to be arrested for GBH. This is since given that both the female and young male had blood on their hands and no evidence to suggest they had been subject to harm themselves we have had to take this action to preserve the best evidence we could and to ensure that we get an account of both of their involvement in the incident by means of an interview. This to begin with posed an issue at first given that we have two prisoners and two officers whilst also a victim, with that we have been able to get the assistance of other units in which means we were able to easily manage the situation as there would be a pair of officers for each prisoner, an officer will attend the hospital with the victim along with paramedics and a officer would remain on the scene in order to preserve any evidence and secure the site prior to CSI attendance.


When it comes to custody, a subject can be kept in custody for up to 24 hours, in which they are to be constantly monitored and looked after by means of toiletries, food and drink. In this scenario both of our suspects/perpetrators were intoxicated at the time of the incident, the young male of which had drunk such a high quantity of alcohol was hard to understand given the very slurred speech. With that neither of these would be interviewed yet. As whilst officers were dealing with holding a scene, tending to the victim and dealing with the suspects we also had other conducting other enquires as given the time of night it was around 9/10pm it was likely that neighbours would have been up at that time and may of heard or possibly seen what had happened so house to house enquires were conducted in order to determine if there is anything else that may have been heard or seen by neighbours and could assist officers in conducting their investigation. Due to this, it allows the police to work like clockwork where we don’t need to wait for one thing to be done before carrying on with the next enquiry as it means that we can get as much done as possible prior to interview meaning that as soon as the subjects have sobered up then interviews could be held quicker and they could be released sooner, unless they are to be kept in remand depending on the severity of the crime.

Given the severity of the other male’s injuries as he had been hit to the head many times, he was conveyed to a nearby hospital to undergo assessment in the company of another officer who would attempt to get an account off the injured male to provide us with material for when it came to interviewing the subjects once they had sobered up.

Whilst we were waiting to get an account off the victim in relation to this domestic, we have requested the attendance of CSI as given the level of injury on the male it was a possibility that he could be left with long term medical complications we would like to obtain evidence and exhibits whilst also adhering to the golden hour principle of preserving best evidence. The purpose for using CSI was to ensure that when it comes to providing best evidence it would allow us to determine the likely scenario which had occurred during this incident. Furthermore, this also allows us to paint a picture for the jury as it will give them the tools they need to come to a unionised decision in terms of their verdict. As again Jurors cannot make their decisions on what if’s and maybe but only with that of the undeniable truth.

After the victim had received medical attention, he was able to provide an account of what had happened in relation the incident, here he stated that he, his partner and her son were having a few drinks when the son has then started a verbal altercation with his mother and did lead to pushing and shoving. This has caused the victim to intervene by getting between them and the young male has then hit the victim over the head with a glass bottle, but then the son has then grabbed other bottles and has proceeded to the victim across the head multiple times which would match the injuries in which my colleague and I had found on him. Whilst in custody we have still made sure that every opportunity for evidence was taken, as whilst in custody both the son and partner had swabs taken from their hands so that they could then be forensically examined to be then used as evidence/exhibits.
Of course, then, like with all domestic in which are dealt with by South Wales Police we have of course submitted various referrals and a DASH PPN to ensure that the victim can get the support they need in relation to their incident especially following on from a brutal, untethered attack. Due to the victims’ levels of injuries and the fact that he was intoxicated, a statement would not be taken there and then as the health of those that police have involvement with always takes priority. Instead, officers have been able to get the previous mentioned account and go with that where the subjects could be released under investigation whilst police await to obtain a statement from the victim and for evidence/swabs etc to be examined. Thankfully, the victim of this incident was able to make a recovery as there was great concern initially given that the level of injury, he sustained to the head could have been fatal especially if it had led to a bleed of the brain. The victim was revisited by police in relation to this incident and he was content to providing a full statement of complaint.
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