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This essay aims to conduct an analysis of the impact of the event s industry, specifically music festivals, on the environment. primarily focusing on two major music festivals, Glastonbury and Tomorrowland. 
[bookmark: _Int_o5UyVJxi]The various aspects that impact the environment include these festivals' carbon footprint, waste management, and sustainability practices, governmental regulations and environmental policies, (Schäfer, 2020) the nature of the TBL (Triple Bottom Line), its underlying principles, the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) and The Circular Economy Package (CEP) legislative framework (Information Resources Management Association, 2019)
Investigating the measures taken by festival organizers to mitigate the ecological footprint of such events, such as adoption of sustainable energy resources and employment of eco-friendly materials.
[bookmark: _Int_QFTgFCBG] As the need for sustainability and eco-consciousness grows, businesses recognise the importance of sourcing raw materials locally and reducing excessive packaging. Recent studies by (Close, 2021) indicate that contemporary customers show a preference for enterprises that display robust sustainability practices. Bernoville (2023) says that “evaluating and Effectively communicating a company's sustainability efforts to consumers remains a significant challenge.”
This essay will conclude with practical recommendations for improving music festivals' sustainability and mitigating environmental impact. 
  


[bookmark: _Int_EN83sLjP]We can determine that The Glastonbury Festival, renowned as one of the world's most iconic music and arts gatherings, has not only captivated audiences with its mesmerising performances but has also carved a distinct niche for itself in the realm of event sustainability Eavis and Eavis (2019). In recent years, Glastonbury Festival has prioritised sustainability in response to the environmental crisis. (Bailey, 2013)
 This essay explores the multifaceted dimensions of Glastonbury's sustainability initiatives, dissecting the festival's groundbreaking approaches to environmental responsibility, community engagement, and cultural resonance. Through an examination of these aspects, we can uncover the critical implications of Glastonbury Festival's sustainability journey and draw insights for advancing sustainable practices in the wider event management sphere.
 Glastonbury Festival, “also known as Glasto, is a famous music and arts festival held annually in Somerset, England. Since its establishment in 1970”, Eavis and Eavis (2019), it has become one of the largest and most influential festivals globally, attracting a diverse audience of music enthusiasts, artists, and cultural aficionados. One of the festival's distinguishing features is its commitment to social and environmental responsibility. (Eavis and Eavis, 2019)
Savitz and Weber (2006) state that “Assessing a company's sustainability and effectively communicating it to consumers remains challenging.” and goes onto say “The Triple Bottom Line (TBL) framework comprehensively solves this challenge” The nature of the TBL, its underlying principles, and how it could assess an organisation's sustainability performance. (Mind Tools 2022)
 According to research by Vargas- et al., (2015), we can determine, that the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) has become essential to modern business practices that transcend industry boundaries. (Vargas- et al., 2015)
Heyward (2020) states that “Organisations worldwide increasingly recognise the importance of embracing sustainability and social responsibility to meet the expectations of their stakeholders, including consumers, employees, and society”.
 According to research (Riach, 2021) The festival industry has seen a trend where festivals display their commitment to sustainability and environmental responsibility 80% of festivals communicate about sustainability with audiences, and 15% of events published their environmental policy for the first time in 2021. however, Events, (2022) argues that not all festivals can live up to their green image, leading to the phenomenon of greenwashing, according to Events, (2022) Tomorrowland, which is one of the world's most renowned electronic dance music festivals in Belgium Tomorrowland (2006),

Nations (2023) talks about how There are concerns that the festival may amplify its eco-friendly initiatives to appear more environmentally responsible than it is. They project the concept of greenwashing within the festival industry, specifically focusing on Tomorrowland, Events (2022) argues While Tomorrowland has gained a reputation for its grandeur and sustainability efforts, there are concerns that it may be guilty of greenwashing. In its efforts to promote eco-friendly initiatives, Tomorrowland has initiated a recycling club and partnered with a circular water company. the company's collaboration with Brussels Airlines to offer "party flights" to the venue has been met with criticism from climate activists and concerned individuals. (Events 2022)  



In contrast, research done by (Rose, 2016) the Glastonbury Festival, a celebrated event, has demonstrated a profound understanding of the significance of environmental sustainability by integrating it into its corporate social responsibility (CSR) policy. (Rose, 2016) Numerous factors, including increased governmental regulations and environmental policies, Festivals held in the United Kingdom are required to comply with several laws that aim to regulate their environmental impact. GOV.UK (2022) The Noise Act 1996 is among the legislation that governs festivals and restricts noise levels to prevent undue noise pollution in nearby communities. Gov. uk (2011) The Environmental Protection Act 1990 is another law that addresses waste management and pollution concerns specific to festivals. It imposes strict regulations on the ways festival organisers handle waste, and it requires them to take measures that mitigate pollution. Government of UK (2023) Additionally, the Control of Pollution Act 1974 imposes regulations on noise and air pollution arising from festivals. Gov. Uk (2011b)
Gov.uk (2021) legislation enforces Festival organizers must, therefore, ensure that their events are held in such a way that they comply with these laws and do not endanger the health of the general public or the environment. (Gov.uk 2021)
 Glastonbury festival has been fined for water pollution, During the 2014 festival, human sewage leaked out of a slurry tank and made its way into the Whitelake River, resulting (Morris and agency 2016)
Environment Agency (2016) quoted “The sewage spill killed at least 42 fish including 29 bullhead – a European protected species – 10 brown trout and 3 stone loaches. A fish survey revealed that no trout survived the incident.”
GOV.UK (2020) has introduced a revised legislative framework, identifying steps for the reduction of waste and establishing an ambitious and credible long-term path for waste management and recycling. In compliance with these regulations, Glastonbury has taken steps towards sustainability. The Circular Economy Package (CEP) offers a revised legislative framework that identifies steps for waste reduction, showing an ambitious and credible long-term path for waste management and recycling. (GOV.UK 2020)
 
According to Glastonbury Festival (2019) “Glastonbury Festival has invested in green technologies, renewable energy sources, and waste reduction strategies.”
town council (2023) CSR policy aligns with the principles of the circular economy by adopting strategies such as recycling, reducing waste, reusing materials, and planting trees. Haigh (2022) These efforts contribute to a more sustainable and environmentally responsible approach. The circular economy model not only reduces resource consumption but also minimises the ecological footprint of the event. (Haigh2022)
  According to Jackman (2021) we can determine that “Glastonbury uses 13.6 million litres of water from underground reservoirs explicitly built for the festival to conserve water. “The festival also boasts over 1,300 eco-friendly compost toilets, yielding more than 500 tonnes of compost annually.
 Research by (Hammond, 2011) quotes that in “2011, The four green transport initiatives that made it into the Guardian Green Travel List, including an innovative electric buggy in the Brecon Beacons, Germany's national rail eco programme, and Glastonbury's discount for travellers arriving on foot, by bike or by public transport.”
 the festival introduced the Green Traveller package, rewarding anyone who used coaches with the exclusive use of 12 showers powered by solar energy, among other privileges in addition, Glastonbury's CSR policy is consistent with the Triple Bottom Line concept, emphasising economic, social, and environmental sustainability. Focusing on all three pillars, the festival generates economic benefits, promotes social well-being, and minimises environmental impact. (Hammond, 2011)    
[bookmark: _Int_Gk4wMmCq]This integrated approach helps Glastonbury maintain a positive reputation and strengthen its relationships with various stakeholders. (Jackman.2021)
[bookmark: _Int_gSBdGimk] British Business Bank (2022) states how It is imperative for businesses to consider the environmental impact of their actions and apply to adopt sustainable practices that align with their corporate values. In doing so, companies can exhibit their dedication to social responsibility and contribute to a more sustainable future. Typically falling under the umbrella of ESG, which stands for environment, social, and governance practices (essentially, the three pillars), corporate sustainability practices are implemented by corporations to reduce their environmental footprint or to achieve other objectives that can benefit society. (British Business Bank.2022)

Digital (2023) reports how Glastonbury has significantly reduced its carbon footprint by using renewable energy sources at the festival. In 2019, the festival used over 50,000 litres of biofuel made from waste vegetable oil to power its generators, reducing carbon emissions by over 80%. Additionally, the festival has installed over 2,000 solar panels, which produce around 1.5 million kWh of electricity each year, enough to power over 400 homes. (Digital,2023)
Glastonbury Festival has proven a solid commitment to sustainability through various measures. For instance, the festival sources its primary power from certified renewable energy sources and has banned the sale of single-use plastic bottles. The festival also provides coach ticket packages and free shuttle buses to encourage attendees to reduce their carbon footprint. As a result of these efforts, Glastonbury Festival has been able to save more emissions than it produces, according to The Eco Experts. (Digital.2023)
 The Triple Bottom Line (TBL) is a comprehensive sustainability framework that assesses business performance beyond just economic impact, considering environmental and societal factors. The TBL incorporates three fundamental dimensions: profits, people, and planet. (Savitz and Weber.2006)
According to Elkington (1998) As per John Elkington's model, businesses must evaluate their achievements through the financial, social, and environmental pillars. The TBL mandates that businesses go beyond mere financial gains and reflect on their overall impact on society and the environment. Elkington (1998) 
[bookmark: _Int_slJDjCNI]Savitz and Weber (2006) go to say The Triple Bottom Line (TBL) framework comprises three dimensions: people, planet, and profit. Within TBL, "profit" signifies the economic facet of sustainability. Businesses are expected to succeed financially while practising ethical and environmentally responsible business practices. Glastonbury Festival showcases environmental sustainability, social responsibility, and economic sustainability. They implement waste management, energy efficiency, and conservation of the farm ecosystem.
 Glastonbury Festival has significantly promoted sustainable practices, demonstrating a solid commitment to environmental responsibility. According to Pretty Good Digital (2017) Glastonbury works with three partner charities Oxfam, Greenpeace and WaterAid 
 Glastonbury Festival (2020) ecological policy ensures that all coffee, tea, and drinking chocolate sold on-site are Fair Trade In addition, the festival sources all fish, charcoal, and wood from certified sustainable sources, and all milk sold through traders is purchased from the on-site wholesale milk supplier to reduce transport miles. Furthermore, all food service disposables and serving ware, including straws and hot drink lids, must be made from paper, card, wood, or leaves and be fully compostable. To reduce waste, traders are prohibited from bringing or using single-use sachets of sugar, sauces, salt, pepper, or milk pods. The festival's official bags and T-shirts are made of 100% organic materials and printed with Azo Free water-based inks. The dyes used in the manufacture of the T-shirts are all reactive dyes, which are the kindest to the environment for use in commercial garment manufacturing. Glastonbury (Glastonbury Festival.2020)


In 2017, Michael and Emily Eavis confirmed that they had donated £2.35 million to their three main supported organisations: Oxfam, Greenpeace, and WaterAid. Over £750,000 was distributed among hundreds of local and national causes, including schools, sports groups, CND groups, carnival clubs, and more. These donations exemplify Glastonbury Festival's genuine commitment to environmental sustainability. (Warrenger, 2019)
  The festival's financial contributions have been directed towards organisations that promote and protect the environment. Furthermore, the festival has taken various measures to reduce its environmental impact, such as promoting public transportation, recycling, and reducing waste. (Glastonbury Festival.2020)

These efforts are a testament to the festival's ongoing dedication to environmental sustainability and its commitment to positively impacting the world.
Smith (2022) writes how The Glastonbury Festival is known for its strong commitment to sustainability, making it a leader in environmental consciousness. The festival's financial contributions are directed towards organizations that promote and protect the environment. One of the main ways the festival reduces emissions is through the planting of thousands of trees in the local area since 2000. These trees are now capable of absorbing around 800 tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions annually, as calculated by The Eco Experts. These efforts are a testament to the festival's ongoing dedication to environmental sustainability and its commitment to positively impacting the world. Sustainability goals. Smith (2022)  
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), also known as the Global Goals, The United Nations set up the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 2015 with the aim of ending poverty, safeguarding the planet, and promoting peace and prosperity for all by 2030. These goals are interconnected and acknowledge that advancements in one area can affect progress in another. Sustainable development should prioritize the equilibrium of societal, economic, and ecological sustainability. (UNDP, 2023)





In conclusion, the research conducted in this essay confirms that in the current scenario, ensuring the long-term sustainability of music festivals has become more important than ever. It is imperative to take immediate and effective actions to promote a sustainable future. This involves understanding the interests and motivations of all stakeholders involved, including the artists, attendees, sponsors, and local communities. 
 
Besides, music festivals must practice responsible corporate citizenship by adopting sustainable business practices and reducing their carbon footprint. (Jackman, 2021) they should also communicate effectively with all stakeholders to build trust and transparency. This can involve educating attendees about the importance of eco-friendly practices such as waste reduction, energy conservation, and responsible consumption. Heyward (2020)
 
Moreover, music festivals should adopt a comprehensive approach to sustainability by considering the Triple Bottom Line - which encompasses environmental, social, and economic aspects. By doing so, they can reduce their ecological impact while also contributing to the local economy and social well-being. Such measures can lead to better environmental outcomes, making a significant contribution to a more sustainable future. Taking an integrated approach can benefit not only the festivals themselves but also the wider community and the environment. It is a worthwhile endeavour that can inspire others to do the same, and ultimately lead to a greener future for all. Elkington (1998)
As such, festival organizers, government agencies, and festivalgoers alike must collaborate to promote sustainable practices in the festival industry. gov.uk (2011b)
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