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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.
500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act2014(SSWBA14) – Part7 provides statutory frameworks to safeguard children in Wales with the Codes of Practice:Volume5:Handling Individual Cases to Protect Children (2019) issued under Section28 of the Children Act (1989). Regional Safeguarding Boards informs procedures and policies in the Wales Safeguarding Procedures(2019) (WSP) by exercising duties under Section130 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014.

Under the SSWBA(14) everyone has responsibility to report safeguarding, and relevant partners as defined by Section162(4) have a statutory duty to report safeguarding concerns to the locality within 24-hours and to co-operate with enquires under Section164. (Social Services and Wellbeing Wales Act 2014). Relevant partners include, the locality, police, probation, youth justice, health, other localities and any person’s regulation may apply, in voluntary and third sectors. The locality has 24 hours to respond to a child safeguarding report and seven days to assess (Welsh Government, 2019). Children at significant risk are required to be seen and discussed within a strategy meeting within 24 hours to initiate Section47 enquiries under the Children Act(1989).

Under Section.130 a child at risk is defined as a child who “is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm and has needs for care and support, whether or not the authority is meeting those needs” (Social Services and Wellbeing Wales Act 2014). Thus, by definition, a child at risk has care needs and protection extends to preventing the abuse from occurring. Social Workers have a responsibility to recognise the signs and indicators of abuse, neglect and harm and analyse the impact of risks on a child’s health and wellbeing to determine if there is a risk of significant harm requiring Section47 CA(89) enquiries, urgent action to ensure the child’s safety, no further action, SSWAB-Part3 assessment of needs, or the provision of assistance under SSWBA(14)-Part2 (Welsh Government, 2014).  

Category of harms identified in the Volume 5 Code of Practice include, physical, emotional and psychological, sexual and neglect, as single or accumulating ongoing adversities such as deprivation, parental substance misuse, and domestic violence (Welsh Government, 2014). Signs and indicators of harm, abuse and neglect can materialise as physical injuries, behavioural changes, living conditions, unkempt presentations, and exposure to traumatic experiences amongst others. Abuse can be perpetrated by anyone, including caregivers, professionals and criminal organisations and occur in any environment including online (Welsh Government, 2019). 

Applications can be made to court to protect a child from immediate harm for emergency exclusion orders under the Family Law Act (1966), emergency protection orders under Section44 of the CA(89) enforceable up to 8 days and extended to 7 days and Police Protection Powers for 72 hours under Section46 Children Act (1989). 

Children subject to Section47 CA(89) enquires require care and support protection plan’s which are co-ordinated by social services and developed and reviewed by multidisciplinary teams (Welsh Government, 2914). It is important to engage children and families in safeguarding processes from the outset and develop effective working relationships by seeing the child to gain their views and wishes, the cultural and linguistic needs and ensuring children and families are informed to maximise children centred outcomes in line with the overarching duties of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of a Child(1989), Equality Act(2010) Welsh Language Measure(2011), and the More Than Just Words(2022-2027) frameworks.  
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work
400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014)-Part7 (SSWBA14) covers different national legislation and procedures required when reporting, processing and responding to safeguarding adults and children in Wales. The national Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) supports the application of the different statutory practice guidance contained in the Working Together to Safeguard People, Volumes5 to safeguard children and Volume6 to safeguarding adults, (Welsh Government, 2018).  

Children at significant risk from harm are subject to Section47 enquiries under the Children Act (1989). As children do to have the legal capacity to consent to safeguarding and the welfare of the child is paramount consent is not required to report safeguard or report children at risk. In contrast, adults’ consent is required for safeguarding enquiries which are initiated under Section26 of the SSWBA(14)-Part7 and have the right to unwise decisions and decline safeguarding. Under the Mental Capacity Act(2005) (MCA05) practitioners start with the presumption of capacity and the right to self-determination (NHS Trust V JB, 2014). However, when safeguarding results from a pattern of unwise decision-making applications for Inherent Jurisdiction can be made to the High Courts (Spencer-Lane, 2019).

Lessons learnt from practice, evidence the child’s voice can become lost in safeguarding processes, thus, Gillick(1985) competency and Fraser(1985) guidelines can be referred to when balancing the child’s rights to be heard, parental rights and the responsibility to ensure the child’s safety (Munro, 2011). However, the thresholds which constitute safeguarding means children may need to be safeguarded despite their maturity in decision making as they have the inherent right to life and to be free from harm (Gillick V West Norfolk, 1985).

Balancing autonomy and safeguarding can present challenges in categories of abuse specific to adults safeguarding, such as self-neglect and financial abuse. Adults who lack the mental capacity to consent to safeguarding require such a decision to be made in their best interests under the MCA (2005) in consultation with any Lasting Power of Attorneys, relevant professionals and persons. Best-practice would need to be considerate of the adults wishes, and be least restrictive, however, in circumstance when article 2 of the Human Rights Act(1989) overrides, adults could be removed to a place of safety and further safeguarded in the application for a Deprivation of Liberty Order, Police investigations or applications for deputyship (Welsh Government, 2019)

Statue responses to immediate risk in safeguarding:
· Adult Support and Protection Orders (date) to enter an adult’s home without consent and assess safeguarding.
· Exclusion orders to remove perpetrators. (Family Law Act, 1966).
· Emergency Protection Orders to remove a child to a place of safety under Section44CA(1989). 
· Police Protection Powers to remove a child to a place of safety Section46 CA(1989). 
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